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EDITORJAL

“’NIBZA’ LI NARA
LIL IBNI”

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Zgur li din mhijiex xi haga li niltagghu maghha
ta’ spiss. L-anqas nahseb li niltaqghu maghha f’xi
pagna tal-Kotba Mqaddsa. Pjuttost bil-magqlub,
fl-Evangelju naraw il-missier anzjuz biex jiltaga’
mill-gdid ma’ dak l-iben li jkun hallieh (ara
Luga 15, 11-24), ir-raghaj ifittex lin-naghga li
tkun intilfitlu (ara Luga 15, 1-6), il-mara li tilfet
flusha taghmel minn kollox biex terga’ ssib dak
li tkun tilfet (ara Luga 15, 8-9). Ghalfejn ged
nghid dan kollu? Dan l-ahhar inhsadt mhux
hazin meta niltaga’ ma’ missier fejn ma riedx
jiltaga’ ma’ ibnu li kien ghadu kemm twieled.
U l-hasda tieghi kienet akbar meta huwa stess
qalli r-raguni ghalfejn hassu hekk.

“Fil-mument tat-twelid ta’ ibni, I-ewwel tarbija
taghna, jien kont prezenti... fraht hafna meta
gbadt f’idi ghall-ewwel darba lil dan ibni.
Meta sibt ruhi wahdi d-dar, wara li hallejt
l-isptar, bdejt naghmel il-kontijiet fuqg kemm
dan ibni ser jiswielna huwa u jikber. Wasalt
ghall-konkluzjoni li biex inkun nista’ nibaghtu
fi skola privata, il-paga tieghi biss mhux ser
isservini. Bzajt u hassejtni f’paniku fejn bdejt
nara li I-flus li kont ser naqgla’ kienu ser ikunu
biss ghal ibni. Tant bzajt li 1-ghada, hekk kif
wasalt l-isptar, ergajt lura d-dar bla ma dhalt
fl-isptar, u dan ghaliex, bzajt li nara lil ibni...
hassejtni nitwerwer minnu!”

Mhux l-ewwel darba smajna min jghid u min
jaf kemm-il darba ahna stess ghednieha: time
is money! Importanti li ghal kulma naghmel
nithallas ghalih ghaliex fl-ahhar mill-ahhar, dak
huwa xoghli li ghamilt. Mhux l-ewwel darba
niltagghu ma’ persuni li geghdin jigu mwarrba
fil-genb ghaliex m’ghandhom xejn x’jaghtuna
jew m'ghandhom xejn x’ser ihallulna. Hemm
dawk ukoll, li geghdin narawhom b’ghajnejna:
wara li jkunu taw kollox, gidhom kollu lil dik
il-persuna 1i tkun fdathom, jigu mill-ewwel
abbandunati: isibu ruhhom wehidhom f’post
li gatt ma jkunu xtaqu li jmorru. M’ilux ukoll,
wahda anzjana li xtaqet taghti xi haga tal-flus
biex toffri quddiesa, qaltli: “skuzani father

ghaliex m’ghandi xejn... haduli kollox”. Aktar
kemm qed inharsu lejn il-prezzijiet, lejn
kemm tiswa, x'nista’ nakkwista; allura aktar
ged tkun difficli li nghixu fil-gratwita: 1i nhalli
l-imhabba tmexxi l-azzjonijiet tieghi fil-qadi
lejn 1-ohrajn. U ta’ dan ghandna l-ezempju mill-
isbah ta’ Kristu nnifsu fuq is-salib: “m’hemmx
imhabba akbar minn din li wiehed jaghti hajtu
ghal hbiebu” (ara Gwanni 15, 13) Ir-rizultat ta’
dan huwa wiehed: dak tal-ferh u tal-paci fil-
galb. Huma dawn il-valuri li ser ikunu geghdin
jghinuna biex inkunu aktar sereni quddiem
il-providenza ta’ Alla, dan Alla li mhu ser jinsa
qatt ghasfur tal-bejt ahseb u ara kif ser jinsa lill-
bniedem, holgien u xbieha tieghu! (ara Mattew
6, 24-34)

[I-problema li ninsabu fiha llum hija li kollox
sar flus, tant li meta nieqfu biex naghmlu
l-kontijiet, u allura hawnhekk nikkonc¢entraw
fuqdaklijmisslilna, dakli huwa taghna, u allura
jigrilna iva li nithawdu. L-ippjanar ghandu
jkun, l-budgets huma importanti, li nahdem
biex naqgla’ I-hobza ta’ kuljum huwa necessariju,
biss, li nhalli 1-flus biex jin¢entivawni fir-
relazzjonijiet tieghi ma’ haddiehor, allura
hawnhekk kollox nibdew naraw bil-lenti ta’
kemm kollox jiswa u l-prezzijiet jiehdu post il-
valuri l-ohrajn tal-gratwita u dak tal-imhabba.
Jispi¢c¢a hawnhekk ukoll il-valur tas-sagrifi¢¢ju.
Mhux ta’ b’xejn il-lum fejn m’ghandniex aktar
spazju ghall-anzjani taghna, inkomplu nzidu
aktar strutturi biex minghalina ser nistriehu
u hekk inkunu aktar hielsa. Il-vera serhan u
helsien tal-qalb huwa dak li ghandu I-bidu u
t-tmiem tieghu fl-imhabba u s-sagrificcju.

Minn qalbi, 1-Ghid it-tajjeb!

v mm;
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AGENDA PROVINCIJALI

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

2 ta’ April:
P. Frangisk Spiteri - RIP 1973;

3 ta’ April:
Fra Filippu Fenech - RIP 1977;

7 ta’ April:
Gheluq snin P. Constantino
Borg;

8 ta’ April:
Gheluq snin P. Deo Debono;

9 ta’ April:
Gheluq snin Fra Mario
Bonnici;

10 ta’ April:
P. Liberat Cini - RIP 2011;

18 ta’ April:
Gheluq snin P. Reginaldo
Araujo da Silva;

19 ta’ April:
P. Giljan Mifsud - RIP 1992;

24 ta’ April:

Gheluq snin P. Feli¢ Buttigieg;
Konverzjoni ta’ Santu Wistin
- Kuncert fil-Parroc¢a ta’
Santu Wistin - Valletta;

28-30 ta’ April:
Open weekend fil-Kunvent San
Mark - Rabat;

30 ta’ April:
Gheluq snin P. Joseph Zammit;

2 ta’ Mejju:
P. Vin¢enz Caruana - RIP 2001;

11 ta’ Mejju:
Gheluq snin P. Ambrose Delia;

12 ta’ Mejju:
P. Alipju Xerri - RIP 1960;

HULQAA .

15 ta’ Mejju:
Zjara lill-Provin¢ja tal-Pirjol
Generali tal-Ordni Agostinjan;

16 ta’ Mejju:
Gheluq snin P. Francis Xavier
Mifsud;

21 ta’ Mejju:
Festa Titulari ta’ Santu
Wistin fil-Parrocca tal-Belt;

26 ta’ Mejju:
Gheluq snin P. Peter Paul
Cachia;

28 ta’ Mejju:
Festa Familja Agostinjana;
P. Bernard Coppini - RIP 1992;

31 ta’ Mejju:
P. Stiefnu Scicluna - RIP 1986.

1 ta’ Gunju:
P. Gilormu Mangion - RIP 2000;

2 ta’ Gunju:
P. Celest Portelli - RIP 1988;

4 ta’ Gunju:
P. Rafel Azzopardi - RIP 1998;

7 ta’ Gunju:
P. Ugolin Gatt - RIP 1987;

12 ta’ Gunju:
P. Saturjan Bennetti - RIP 1995;

15 ta’ Gunju:
Gheluq snin P. Josef Sciberras;

19-23 ta’ Gunju:
Irtir annwali tal-Provinc¢ja -
l-ewwel grupp;

16 ta’ Gunju:
Gheluq snin P. Alexander
Cauchi

17 ta’ Gunju:
P. Beninju Camilleri - RIP 1971;

24-25 ta’ Gunju:
Open weekend fil-Kunvent
Santu Wistin - Valletta;

26 ta’ Gunju:
P. Nikol Mallia - RIP 1999

KUN AF....

HABIB TAJJEB JAF
L-ISTEJJER TIEGHEK,
BISS, HABIB TA' VERA,
SINCIER HUWA DAK LI
JGHINEK TIKTIBHOM.

| o
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IL-KELMA TAL-PROVINCIJAL

L-GHID HU L-AQWA STAGUN BIEX
‘NISIMGHU’ U ‘NARAW'

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Hemm zewg iljieli li fihom is-soltu niltaqghu
flimkien bhala komunita nisranija: 11-Milied u
Sibt il-Ghid - it-tnejn sbieh u t-tnejn ghandhom
qawwa kbira li jkellmuna! It-tnejn inhobbhom
immens imma ninduna li I-Ghid gisu bhal
imissni iktar minn gewwa! Fil-Milied thoss
certu ferh fik - hi t-tama li I-Mulej gie fostna u
allura taf li m’intix wahdek/m’ahniex wehidna;
I-Ghid imma...dejjem rajtu iktar qgisu Zmien
li fih nifthu ghajnejna iktar..bhal biex inqumu
min-nghas, mil-loppju tar-rutina li fiha dejjem
nghixu! Nispjega:

=» L-ewwel: L-Ghid ghandu x’jagsam ma’
QAWMIEN. L-Ghid u r-rebbiegha gishom
igajmu l-art u r-raba’ niexef u kiesah...
imma wkoll lil galbna li wkoll taf tkun/
issir niexfa u kiesha. Qisu bhal lehen go
fina (tpespisa) gentili biex inqumu! U hi
ghajta li lkoll ghandna bzonnha... ghax nafu
kemm ahna disposti li ‘norqdu’ fil-hajja
spec¢jalment f’'mumenti ta’ dizappunti jew
deluzjoni (kif naqraw Ii gralhom I-Appostli
fil-Gnien tal-Getsemani). Minn banda hemm
it-trombi li jhabbru li Kristu gam, id-dawl,
ic-celebrazzjoni, il-liturgija li tghidilna
li l-mewt ma rebhitx.imma mbaghad
ahna bhal qisu hemm xi affarijiet fina li
jzommuna mwahhlin fid-dlam... ezempju
jien hsibt fi tnejn: il-preokkupazzjonijiet u
l-ossessjonijiet taghna.

=» [t-tieni: L-Ghid ghandu x’jagsam ma’ dak li
TARA, fis-sens li tinduna b’x’inhu jigri fik.
George Orwell ghandu rakkont ta’ meta kien
zghir u jsemmi kif kien ghamel cajta kerha
fuq insett, li dan waqt li kien ged jiekol,
gataghlu gwenhajh min-nofs b’imgass. Hu
jghid li dan xorta kompla jissoffja 1-jam...
kien biss meta gie biex itir.li induna x’kien
gralu... jigiferi x’kien ghamillu! Meta qrajt
dan l-episodju, hsibt kemm ahna jaf jigrilna
hekk ukoll... nibqghu ghaddejjin b’li nkunu
ged naghmlu... imma fil-kaz taghna...dak li
jkun ingata’ fina hu l-ispirtu/soul taghna..u

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo o

\

bhal insett jaf jghaddi ftit taz-zmien li fih
ahna nindunaw... u mhux dejjem mal-
ewwel! Ghax gieli jew (a) nindunaw u ma
naghmlu xejn, jew abbli (b) inhossuna bla
sahha quddiem certi affarijiet.u nehlu
hemm!!

-

U din hi l-ironija - jien gieli nhossha fija!
Nghaddu hafna minn hajjitna nfittxu I-hajja vera
(fl-iktar dettalji rari taghha) u mbaghad ma
nindunawx bl-Ghid..bir-Rebbiegha (nindunaw
iva fis-sens ta’ kuluri, fjuri, hwejjeg, temp isbah
.Imma qisu nieqfu hemm!) Jigi 1-Ghid u nibqghu
mtaqgqla fl-ispirtu. Nisimghu dwar gawmien u
int go fik tkun xorta thossok xih, mitfi, ghajjien,
imdejjaq jew imwahhal fl-istess zugraga tal-
hajja u drawwiet. U tibda tghid ghaliex jien u
ahna ghomja ghar-Rebbiegha u ghall- Ghid?
Bhal Marija ta’ Magdala, nafu nkunu ghomja,
jew bhad-dixxipli ta® Emmaws nkunu bi ¢par
quddiem ghajnejna u tqal biex nemmnu...
la naraw lilu u lanqas naraw lilna nfusna jew
l-anzjetajiet li hemm fina.

Peress li lili dil-haga tkiddni ftit...dejjem nara
x'infittex dwarha u naqra fugha! Hemm kittieba
spiritwali klassici li jghidu li hemm rabta bejn
kif tghix moralment ma’ kif tara..fis-sens li
din imbaghad taffettwalek il-percezzjoni tar-
realtal Huma jghidu li ¢erta laxkezza morali
(moral laxity), dnub (sin), jew nuqqas ta’ fidi
(lack of faith) jaffettwaw u j¢ajpru l-vizjoni
taghna. Ifthem, xi bic¢a verita nahseb hemm....
fis-sens li t-tendenza fina biex ‘norqdu’ f’kull
gawmien..jaf abbli jkun gej minn kif nghixu
l-morali u I-fidi taghna... i xi kultant hi
dejjem bis-sulluzzu! Imma jien meta noqghod
nahseb wahdi, gieli nhoss li iktar milli ghax
ahna ‘hZiena’.hu iktar probabbli ghax dejjem
imhabbtin (our busyness), u iktar mid-dnubiet
taghna...nahseb huma iktar l-ossessjonijiet
(our obsessions) taghna.

Nispjega: Ma nahsibx li ahna xi nies hziena
iktar minn ohrajn jew minn ta’ qabilna! Iva....

Y HVLAA.
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ghandna I-htijiet u l-vizzji tal-generazzjoni
taghna, imma mbaghad ghandna wkoll sahha u
virtujietliabblita’ gabilnamakellhomx. Apparti
li Alla dejjem ihobb juri mhabbtu u lI-qawmien
tieghu lil nies midinba. Li jista’ ged jigrilna hu -
nahseb jien - li Alla, I-imhabba u l-qawmien ged
jurihomlna/joffrihomlna... imma ahna nies
imhabbtin u ppreokuppati..wisq! Hu hawn
fejn ahna differenti minn ta’ gabilna... ahna
ghandna wisq pass/ritmu mghaggel..iktar
milli nuqqasijiet morali! (We are pressured,
preoccupied, hurried, hell-bent!) M’ghandniex
hin biex nghixu I-‘mument, m’ghandniex
hin ghall-kontemplazzjoni, m’ghandniex hin
biex nindunaw bir-rebbiegha u bil-qawmien.
Merton kien jghid: “The plant must run!”..imma
wara... ma jibqghalna energija ghal xejn!

Din taf tigri lilna wkoll.irridu nxandru
l-Evangelju, nghallmu l-Evangelju,
namministraw is-Sagramenti, naghmlu elf haga
‘tajba’... imma mbaghad ftit jibqghalna hin u
sahha..biex nghixu I-Evangelju! Tant nitkellmu
fuq Alla.li mbaghad qisu langas inhallu hin
biex nisimghu lil Alla. Issa zid ma' dawn ir-
restlessness taghna u l-emotional obsessions
taghna. Ara... anke hawn..nahseb invarjaw
minn ta’ qabilna... ghax ahna m’ghandniex
kwiet (restless), iktar dis-eased minnhom! Issa
veru dawn l-affarijiet minn dejjem kienu..imma
llum dawn bhal kibru iktar fina!

Jien gieli nahseb f’xi fatturi: mass media, li gieli
nifirdu l-imhabba mis-sess, il-hafna filosofiji li
hawn li jweghduna self-fulfillment b’tali mod li
qisha s-salvazzjoni se nsibuha hawn fid-dinja...
dawn kollha fatturi li t-temperaturi psikici
taghna jtellghuhomlna m’ghola s-sema... u
mbaghad abbli ma naccettawx l-ispirtu fina
u hajjitna stess. U dan kollu mbaghad iwassal
ghal ugigh tal-qalb (heartaches). Qisu bhal
ugigh ta’ ras li gieli jkollna minhabba 1-ghagla
u l-pressjonijiet tax-xoghol..ghalkemm xorta
narah lesser evil dan jien! Huma l-ugigh fil-
gewwieni taghna, l-ossessjonijiet emozzjonali
taghna li fil-verita ma jhalluniex f’postna
ta’ spiss u gieli nbatu anke biex nistriehu...
din ghalija l-problema... ghax hemm jigrilna
bhall-insett tar-rakkont ta’ Orwell..nibqghu
koncentrati fuq il-jam (jigifieri fuq dak li qed
naghmlu)... imma fil-verita... l-ispirtu taghna
jkun..inqata’!

HOLAA BEINIETNA,

Hu dan l-ugigh u n-nar¢issizmu fina li ma
jhalliniex nindunaw bl-Ghid u bir-Rebbiegha...
anke jekk Alla qed ipespes (whispering)
f'widnejna/f’qalbnali hemm hajja gdida/ahjar.
li I-gebla I-kbira tal-qabar taghna tnehhiet. Ma
nindunawx bl-Ghid u bir-Rebbiegha ghax fina
hemm dan kollu li semmejt u minhabba li ahna
nkunu koncentrati fughom, ma jhalluna naraw
xejn iktar. Taghmlilna kuragg il-Kelma ta’ Alla li
tfakkarna li Hu gam u li jridna nqumu mieghu
ahna wkoll... basta ma nibqghux rieqda... fl-
ugigh ta’ ras u fl-ugigh tal-qalb taghna.

=» Issa hu 1-Ghid, il-qawmien, ir-Rebbiegha.
Forsi hemm bZonn mitt elf tromba biex
inqumu minn narc¢issizmu taghna... pero
jehtieg nindunaw ukoll..ghax jekk nibqghu
mwahhla mal-passat..kien x’kien, qatt mhu
se nirc¢ievu l-ispirtu tieghu li qed jinghata
lilna... issa/illum... mill-gdid.

=» L-Ghid tal-Mulej jibga’ dejjem wiehed gentili
- bhal tpespisa. Trid hafna skiet f’qalbek biex
tinduna biha! Hu jfesfsilna hafna drabi fis-
skiet ta’ qalbna... jghidilna li hemm sigrieti
ohra fil-hajja li jehtieg nisimghu... li jehtieg
nindunaw bihom.

=» Dan hu 1-Ghid ghalija: l-aqwa stagun biex
‘nisimghu’ u ‘naraw’.

PATRI RAYMOND FRANCALANZA




CARDINAL GIANFRANCO RAVASI

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Gianfranco Ravasi (born 18th October 1942).
The eldest of three children, Ravasi was born
in Merate, Province of Lecco. His father was
an anti-fascist tax official who served in Sicily
during World War II, but later deserted the
army; it took him 18 months to return to his
family. Ravasi would later say, “My search has
always been for something permanent, for what
is behind the transitory, the contingent. I'm
fighting loss and death, which probably relates
to the absence of my father in my first years.” His
mother was a schoolteacher. Ravasi decided to
join the priesthood instead of teaching Greek
and Latin classics, as had been his original
desire, and was ordained in 1966. Between
1989 to 2007, he was prefect of the Ambrosian
Library and was later appointed President of
the Pontifical Commission for Culture. He was
consecrated as archbishop on the following
29th September from HH Pope Benedict
XVI. On the 20th November 2010 Ravasi was
created cardinal by Benedict XVI. On 29th of
December 2010, he was appointed the first
member of the new Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of the New Evangelization and
Religious Dialogue. Pope Benedict had: “called

IL-BELT TA' ALLA

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Fid-29 ta’ Dicembru 2010, il-Papa Emeritu
Benedittu XVI hatar lill-Em. T. il-Kardinal

Gianfranco Ravasi sabiex imexxi ‘1 quddiem il-
hsieb ta’ Bitha tal-Gentili fuq skala dinjija sabiex
jinholoq tahdit li jwassal ghal iktar ghaqda bejn
l-Insara u dawk li ma jemmnux, jew ateji. Huwa

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

for an itinerant ‘Courtyard
of the Gentiles)” an
international forum which
would foster dialogue
between Christian believers and agnostics or
atheists. Ravasi developed the Pope’s vision
of large, open discussions: “between faith and
reason, secular culture and the Church.” Ravasi:
“wanted to reintroduce the ancient tradition of
the ‘disputed questions’ - as they were called
then — while at that time they had to do with
different opinions and theses, in this case they
will be between believers and nonbelievers.” He
added “I am trying to see to it that this danger
is avoided,. He stated that: “I want really
fundamental questions to be asked - questions
of anthropology, then good and evil, life and
afterlife, love, suffering, the meaning of evil -
questions that are substantially at the basis
of human existence.” The leading intellectual
lights of the dialogue meet the challenging
questions: “Whether one could choose a ‘World
without God?’ How far can the human person go
in the field of creation? Whether there are limits,
and if so, what are they?”

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

xtaqjerga’jqajjemil-hsieb qadim ta’ tahditdwar
kwistjonijiet ewlenin tat-twemmin li dwarhom
ikun hemm ghadd ta’ fehmiet, f’dan il-kaz, bejn
dawk li jemmnu u dawk li ma jemmnux. Huwa
fehem li jigu mgharbla mistogsijiet dwar il-
bniedem, dwar it-tajjeb u x’inhu I-hazen, il-hajja
u lil hinn minnha, u t-tbatija. Kellha mbaghad
tigi wahedha l-mistogsija jekk wiehed setax
jaghzel dinja imma minghajr Alla, jew, sa fejn
seta’ gherf u ghemil il-bniedem jasal fejn jidhol
il-holgien?

Wara ghadd ta’ zjarat f’Ruma, P. Salvinu
Caruana OSA, Direttur tal-Istitut Agostinjan
sehhlu jistieden lil Em. T. [I-Kardinal Gianfranco
Ravasi sabiex jaghti tahdita wahda f’attivita
tac-celebrazzjonijiet sabiex jitfakkru 1-200
sena mit-twaqqif tal-Provin¢ja Agostinjana




Maltija (1817-2017). [I-Kardinal Ravasi laga’ li
jigi Malta u, nhar it-Tlieta, 24 ta’ Jannar 2017
fis-6.00pm, huwa thaddet dwar Il Tempio e la
Piazza. Fede, Cultura, Societa. It-tahdita kienet
fis-Sala Maria Tereza Spinelli, tal-Iskola tas-
Sorijiet Agostinjani.

[1-Kard. Ravasi wasal Malta nhar it-Tlieta, 24 ta’
Jannar 2017, fil-11.30am. Jilgghuh fl-ajruport
ta’ Malta kien hemm il-WR P. Ray Francalanza
OSA SThD (Melit.), Provin¢jal, P. Salvinu
Caruana OSA, Direttur tal-Istitut Agostinjan,
P. Rafel Abdilla OSA, Segr. Prov. Is-Sur John
Buttigieg (tal-Papillon) gentilment offra li
jiehu 1-Kardinal Ravasi kull fejn ikun jehtieg.
Fis-12.45 inghata pranzu f’gieh il-Kardinal
Ravasi u kienu mistiedna 1-ET 1-Arc¢isqof ta’
Malta, Mons. Charles Jude Scicluna, 1-ET 1-Isqof
t'Ghawdex, Mons Mario Grech, il-WR Mons
Vig. Gen. tal-Arcidjocesi, Joe Galea Curmi,
I-Arcisqof Emeritu Mons Pawlu Cremona OP,
ir-rapprezentant tan-Nunzju Appostoliku
f’Malta, u s-Sinjura Michelle Muscat, mart il-

Agostinjani. Fis-6.00pm, P. Salvinu Caruana
OSA ghamel diskors qasir ta’ merhba lill-Kard.
Ravasi u wara l-Kardinal ghamel diskors ta’
ftit iktar minn siegha. Wara temm is-serata
I-WR Proving¢jal. Inghata riceviment f’gieh il-
Kardinal Ravasi fil-foyer tal-Iskola tas-Sorijiet
Agostinjani Serve di Gesu e Maria, fil-Gzira.

RIFLESSIONI DEL PRIORE PROVINCIALE - ‘PER UNA CULTURA

DELLINCONTRO’

IL TEMPIO E LA PIAZZA. FEDE, CULTURA,

SOCIETA

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Desidero esprimere a Lei Eminenza, sentimenti
di gratitudine per stasera — sono convinto che
tutti noi siamo stati positivamente segnati.

Questo raduno di stasera direi che e’ frutto di
un percorso di discernimento che la nostra
Provincia ha fatto durante l'ultimo Capitolo
Provinciale. In quel Capitolo di tre anni fa,
io avevo messo in relievo i temi di quel che
ho chiamato una cultura dell'incontro. Per
noi — anche come Chiesa - la grande sfida che
abbiamo davanti a noi, e’ principalmente
quella di addatarci, & questo comporta che
dobbiamo essere piu teologicamente preparati
per rispondere in modo piu concreto alle
sfumature culturali dei nostri tempi, ed
essere piu pastoralmente sensitivi in modo
interpersonale. Grande importanza e’ data ai
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tre aspetti di questo incontro: (i) 'esperienza
di incontri personali - e qui intendo la capacita’
di un rapporto diretto, sincero, intenso e leale;
(ii) la vita piena che richiede che l'incontro
si stabilisca e continui, superando le fratture
generazionali; (iii) la vita piena che richiede
una pastorale dell’andare verso l'incontro, che




ci salva di quella forma di isolamento della
coscienza costituito dall’autoreferenzialita’
dagli autocompiacimenti, dai clericalismi,
dalle ideologie elitarie che escludono. E
pure importante l'accento su azioni, gesti,
atteggiamenti e processi che contribuiscono
a questo ‘andare verso un incontro’ che
vivifica: la gratitudine, l'inclusione, I'ascolto
e la conversione. Con l'ascolto intendo anche
ascoltare primadituttoil silenzio..che farumore,
dobbiamo riuscire a sentirlo, scivolarci dentro.
E’ un modo di vivere ‘in spirito di ascolto’.

C’e’ una riflessione di Papa Francesco che ha
fatto nella Veglia di Pentecoste il 18 Maggio
2013 che ci puo aiutare. In quel giorno il Papa
ha detto cosi: “Ma fatevi questa domanda:
quante volte Gesu’ e’ dentro e bussa alla
porta per uscire, per uscire fuori, e noi non
lo lasciamo uscire, per le nostre sicurezze,
perche’ tante volte siamo chiusi in strutture
caduche, che servono soltanto per farci schiavi,
e non liberi figli di Dio? In questa “uscita” e’
importante andare all'incontro; questa parola
per me e’ molto importante: l'incontro con gli
altri. Perche? Perche la fede e’ un incontro
con Gesu’, e noi dobbiamo fare la stessa cosa
che fa Gesu': incontrare gli altri. Noi viviamo
una cultura dello scontro, una cultura della
frammentazione, una cultura in cui quello
che non mi serve lo getto via, la cultura dello
scarto...ma noi dobbiamo andare incontro e
dobbiamo creare con la nostra fede una ‘cultura
dell'incontro, una cultura dell’amicizia, una
cultura dove troviamo fratelli, dove possiamo
parlare anche con quelli che non la pensano
come noi, anche con quelli che hanno un’altra
fede, che non hanno la stessa fede. Tutti hanno
qualcosa in comune con noi: sono immagini di
Dio, sono figli di Dio. Andare all'incontro con
tutti, senza negoziare la nostra appartenenza.”

Desidero illustrare un piccolo percorso o
alcune caratterististiche - quasi quasi sono come
dei chiavi ermeneutiche - su questa dinamica
dell'incontro fra fede, cultura e societa.

(Primo) Nella concezione del teologo Romano
Guardini, perche’ ci sia un autentico incontro
interpersonale, devono entrare in gioco
la liberta’, il rispetto, la giusta distanza di
prospettiva, la valorizzazione dell’altro e in fine

il dialogo. In altre parole c’e’ un incontro con
I'altro, quando ‘sono ferito dal raggio del suo
essere, quando sono toccato dalla sua azione'. (Io
penso che in questa frase Guardini ha in mente
I'incontro di Paolo con Gesu’, la cui grazia lo fa
cadereeloacceca,toccandogliil cuore).Volendo
pensare in termini positivi, noi ci relazioniamo
nell'incontro in base alla nostra “capacita’ di
vibrare con” gli altri e con tutte le cose. Ecco
perche’ dagli incontri scaturiscono realta
creative; perche’ c’e’ sinergia, come si dice oggi.
Ma, nel caso in cui non avvenissero incontri
autentici, lo spirito (e anche la nostra carne) si
ammalerebbe. Penso molte volte alle domande
dei giovani che incontro come sacerdote. Sono
ancora interessati, oggi a criticare la Chiesa,
noi, chi governa, l'establishment? Oppure si
allontanano in silenzio? lo sono convinto che
la’ dove esistono conflitti arde la fiamma, lo
Spirito Santo e’ all'opera. L'ho sempre sentito
nell'incontro con molti giovani.

(Secondo) Quando lincontro e’ anche
evangelizzazione: Servono uomini e donne
che narrino con la loro esistenza che la vita
cristiana e’ “buona”. Fa bene ricordare che solo
dei cristiani evangelizzati saranno abilitati
alla trasmissione, a evangelium tradare,
dunque a evangelizzare gli altri; solo una
chiesa evangelizzata potra’ essere una chiesa
evangelizzante, obbediente al Signore del
Vangelo, colui che I'ha radunata e costituita,
e dunque capace di trasmettere cio’ che essa
ha ricevuto. Facendosi serva del Vangelo,
la Chiesa adempie la sua missione, la sua
finalita’ e realizza la sua ragione d’essere: fuori
dell’evangelizzazione, infatti, non c’e’ azione di
chiesa e neppura chiesa. Percio’ per fondare su
basisolide unariflessione sull’ evangelizzazione
occorre innanzitutto sostare sul ruolo ‘fontale’
in essa rivestito dalla Parola efficace di Dio:
senza un’adeguata comprensione della Parola,
infatti, ogni discorso sull’evangelizzazione’ e
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gravemente menomato e deficitario. (Questo
vale anche per noi come Chiesa..percio’ se la
Chiesa vuole veramente essere annunciatrice
di questa Parola, deve in primo luogo dedicare
tutte le sue energie ad ascoltare la Parola
stessa, sapendo che ‘la fede nasce dall’ascolto’
(fides ex auditu: Rm 10.17), deve essere e
sentirsi ‘affidata al Signore e alla Parola della
sua grazia’ (At 20, 32): solo un’ ecclesia audiens
puo’ anche essere ecclesia docens, perche’ la
Parola che la Chiesa annuncia e testmonianon e
sua, ma di Dio.) In vasi di argilla noi custodiamo
gelosamente il prezioso dono del Vangelo, ben
sapendo che esso e’ per tutti gli uomini e che
con tutti noi dobbiamo rallegrarci di esso.

(Terzo) Il contesto oggi - parliamo di
indifferenza, pluralismo e differenza. Come
cristiani, siamo chiamati - anche se viviamo
in un contesto culturale inedito - non a
condannare e rifiutare le contingenze storiche,
ma ad ascoltare il mondo, sapendo che le
vie di Dio sono sorprendenti per il cristiano
stesso, e che anche cio’ che si presenta con
sembianze opposte e addirittura nemiche del
cristianesimo puo’ contenere una parola di Dio
ed essere occasione di fedelta al Vangelo. (In
verita, i cristiani sanno - o dovrebbero sapere -
che le minacce piu’ insidiose per il cristianesimo
non vengano dall’esterno della Chiesa, dai non
credenti o dagli avversari: costoro, semmai,
sono occasioni per vivere il comandamento
evangelico dell’'amore per i nemici (cf Mt 5,
43-48). No, le minacce vengono dai credenti
stessi: siamo noi cristiani con le nostre infedelta
che possiamo contraddire il Vangelo e il suo
annuncio, la sua ‘corsa’ nella compagnia degli
uomini!). Una nota sull’ indifferenza. (Qui penso
all'indifferenza di che e’ deluso dalle fine delle
ideologie; l'indifferenza di ex-credenti frustrati
nella loro attesa di un rinnovamento ecclesiale,
I'indifferenza dell’ homo technologicus convinto
di poter dominare tutto mediate la tecnica
.questo tipo di indifferenza a volte ci appare
come enigmatica, se non addiritura come
grande nemica. Eppure, li stimola a porsi
domande salutari: perche’ il cristianesimo
ha cessato di essere interessante agli occhi di
molti?) Lindifferenza religiosa pone la Chiesa
di fronte allo spettro della propria possibile
insignificanza e inutilita’, mentre il pluralismo
religioso fa intravedere al cristianesimo la
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possibilita’ di doversi considerare una proposta
tra le altre, senza titoli di superiorita’ ne, tanto
meno, diassolutezza. Lincontro in questo senso,
puo avere la forma di una cultura di ‘presenza’,
sull’eloquenza della nostra fede e della nostra
vita cristiana quotidiana. Il dialogo e’ possibile
ma se uno halavolonta’ di trasmettere la nostra
eredita’. Siamo capaci di metterci in ascolto
delle loro domande piu’ profonde, a volte
espresse con difficolta ma sempre autentiche?
Siamo capaci di dare loro la presenza, la
nostra presenza, facendoci prossimi, vicini a
loro quotidianamente? Alcune volte sento che
troppo in verita’ sono i tentativi di seduzione
messi in atto, troppe parole, poco ascolto e
rare relazioni profonde, poco riconscimento
della loro ricerca umana, l'unica sulla quale si
puo’ innestare un’ auntentica ricerca spirituale
e cristiana. (Non e’ riscaldando la liturgia
con effetti musicali particolari e sensazionali,
ne’ convocando raduni oceanici in forma di
happening che si risolvera’ il problema della
trasmissione della fede).

(Quarto) Farsi dialogo, conversazione - lo
stile dei cristiani: Lincontro - ogni incontro
- non deve dunque mai prescindere dallo
stile di comunicazione e di prassi: istanza
fondamentale, perche’ lo stile e’ importante
quanto il contenuto del messaggio, sopratutto
per noi cristiani. Gia’ nei vangeli si trova sull
bocca di Gesu’ un’ insistenza maggiore sullo
stile che non sul contenuto dell’annuncio, che
e sempre sintetico e preciso: ‘Non fate come gli
ipocriti’ (cf Mt 6, 2.5.16); ‘Andate come pecore
tra i lupi’ (cf. Mt 10,16); ‘Imparate da me che
sono miteeumiledicuore’ (Mt11,29)...Si’lostile
con cui il cristiano sta nella compagnia degli
uomini e’ determinante: dal ‘come’ dipende
la fede stessa, perche’ non si puo annunciare
un Gesu’ che racconta Dio nella mitezza, nell
umilta, nella misericordia, e farlo con stile
arrogante, con toni forti o addirittura con
atteggiamenti che appartengono alla militanza
mondana. E proprio per salvaguardare lo stile
cristiano occore anche resistere alla tentazione
di contarsi, di farsi contare, di esibere la propria
forza. La fede non e’ questione di numeri
ma di convinzione profonda e di grandezza
d’animo, di capacita’ di non avere paura
dell’altro, del diverso, ma di saperlo ascoltare
con dolcezza, discernimento e rispetto. Dallo
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stile dei cristiani nel mondo dipende I'ascolto
del Vangelo e la sua accoglienza come buona
0 come cattiva comunicazione e, quindi, come
buona o cattiva notizia. “Poter dire di credere
in Dio e’ insieme un dono e un impegno, €’
grazia divina e responsabilita’ umana, un un’
esperienza di dialogo con Dio che, per amore,
‘parla agli uomini come ad mici), parla a noi
affinche, nella fede e con la fede, possiamo
entrare in comunione con lui.” (Benedetto XVI)

E’ in quest’ottica che il Beato Paolo Vi ha
piu’ volte chiesto alla Chiesa di ‘farsi dialogo,
conversazione’ (Paolo VI, Enciclica Ecclesiam
suam - 6 agosto, 1964) 67; di ‘guardare al
mondo con immensa simpatia perche’ se anche
il mondo si sente estraneo al cristianesimo, il
cristianesimo non si sente estraneo al mondo...
qualunque sia l'atteggiamento del mondo
verso di esso. La categoria della compagnia
degli uomini implica...nessuna visibilita’ della
chiesa a ogni costo, nessuna sovraesposizione,
nessuna tentazione di ricomposizione del
‘mondo cattolico’ a livello politico o nella
logica della capacita’ di far pressione, di
imporsi, come se nell’attuale societa’ vi fossero
soltanto forze anticristiane da cui difendersi;
nessun rifiuto della post-modernita’ che getti
sugli uomini di oggi disprezzo e condanna;
(nessuno interventismo sulla societa’ attraverso
un magistero diretto da parte delle figure
rappresentative della chiesa)....non dobbiamo
perseguire l'obiettivo di cristianizzazione
della societa’ con strumenti forti di potere, ma
dobbiamo preservare con la massima cura e
quasi gelosia, la differenza e la peculiarita’ della
Parola cristiana rispetto alle parole correnti.
Sento dentro di me, che in questa dinamica,
le nostre conversazioni, aprono la porta a una
Chiesa piu coraggiosa e degna di fede.

Questa € la testimonianza di una vita
autenticamente cristiana, segnata da liberta),
gratuita’, giustizia, condivisione, pace, una vita
giustificata dalle ragioni della speranza. Se le
vicende storiche portano i cristiani a essere
sempre meno citta’ posta sul monte (cf. Mt
5,14), questi, sempre di piu’ sale della terra
(cf. Mt 5,13), non verrano meno al mandato
del Signore se saranno capaci di narrare la
loro fede innanzitutto con il loro modo di
vivere personale, familiare e sociale. Una vita

improntata a quella di Gesu’ potra’ suscitare
interrogativi, far nascere domande, cosi’ che
ai cristiani verra’ chiesto di rendere ragione
della speranza che li abita e della fonte del loro
comportamento. E come dire.... che uno non
ha la pretesa di tenere le briglie del dialogo,
le cede da subito all'interlocutore. Interviene
solo per fare sintesi di cio’ che ha ascoltato. E
mentre lo fa, porta I'altro su un piano piu’ alto
della discussione.

Credo fermamente che la capacita’ di vivere
un’ esistenza cristiana integralmente umana,
dunque fedele all terra e’ come la via della
bellezza - via pulchitudinis - sapra’ attirare
anche gli altri su quel cammino che conduce
alla vita piu’ forte della morte, sapra’ essere
sequentia sancti Evangeli, pagina vivente di
Vangelo per gli uomini e le donne del nostro
tempo. Di conseguenza, il cristiano si distingue
per il suo coraggio, per il coraggio che gli viene
dalla fede. Sa che Dio lo guida e lo sostiene. E
allo stesso modo Dio parla per bocca degli altri.
Vale dunque la pena di ascoltare 'opinione
altrui. [ cristiani non temono il dialogo,
cercano la collaborazione di persone di
diversa fede e pensiero, di che pone domande
e di che e’ insodisfatto. Con loro, insieme e in
concorrenza, i cristiani portano nel mondo
luce, orientamento, guarigione, protezione,
pace e gioia di vivere.

A me - e’ non so se posso dire che mi sento
blindato dalla pace dello Spirito - mi piace
descrivere questo incontro fra fede, cultura
e societa come un esperienza veramente
trasformante di consolazione: un incremento di
speranza, di fede e di carita’, gioia interiore che
chiama e conduce all’Evangelo e tutte quelle
cose che fanno bene all’anima, acquietandola
e pacificandola nel suo Creatore e Signore.
Questa consolazione e’ una grazia.

Eminenza, nel rinnovarLe di nuovo, i piu’ vivi
ringraziamenti, anche a nome di quanti hanno
beneficiato delle sue riflessione, Le chiedo di
perseverare nella preghiera tutti noi. E grazie
a tutti voi.
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CELEBRAZZJONI TAL-HAJJA TA’
FRA GRAZZJA GAUCI, AGOSTINIAN

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Eccellenza Reverendissima,

Pirjol Provin¢jali u membri tal-Provin¢ja
Agostinjana Maltija,

Reverendi Arciprieti, Kappillani u membri tal-
kleru,

Membri tal-Gudikatura,

Qraba ta’ Fra Grazzja, hbieb u intom ilkoll
gheziez hawn migbura llum

Fartiklu li gejt miktub nikteb ghar-rivista
interna tal-Provin¢ja Agostinjana Maltija,
“Holqa Bejnietna”, ghadd ta’ patrijiet
ikkummentawli li ghogobhom dak li ktibt fir-
rigward tad-decizjoni tal-Ministru Proving¢jal li
tkun ipprezentata mhux biss ghall-membri tal-
Provin¢ja imma ghalina lkoll, figura ta’ semplici
ajk minn fost it-tant membri li matul is-snin
sehhilhom ihaddnu 1-Ordni Agostinjan fi hdan
il-Provin¢ja Maltija ta’ San Mark u jedifikawh.
F’dan ir-rigward infatti jiena nizzilt: “ghaliex...
propju dan id-dagsxejn ta’ ajk qieghed jigi
pprezentat bhala mudell ghall-Agostinjani
shabu u ghalina lkoll b’'mod generali? Insew
forsil-Patrijiet, kemm ghorrief, skulari, kittieba,
poeti, akkademi¢i, professuri benemeriti,
oraturi, kappillani, mexxejja ghaqlin u artisti
tghodd il-Proving¢ja fost il-membri taghha? Le,
bla ebda dubju li hija ma nsiethomx. Imma
galadarba ‘henjin huma l-fqar fl-ispirtu ghax
taghhom hija s-saltna tas-smewwiet’ [Mt:5:3],
allura quddiem il-grammatika Latina u Taljana,
il-proza u l-versi, il-panigierki u l-progetti ta’
restawr u bini, id-dommatika u l-morali, il-
gradwazzjonijiet u t-titli akkademici, 1-umilta,
is-semplicita, it-tjubija, is-silenzju, il-gabra u
fuq kollox it-talb, huma virtujiet li jirbhu fuq
kollox u ghandhom jigu fil-hajja tar-religjuz,
l-ewwel u qabel kollox.”

[I-Beatu Egidju minn Assisi, it-tielet sieheb ta’
San Frangisk, halla bosta kitbiet, li fosthom
salvaw dawk li llum insejhu bhala “II-Qwiel”:
gabra ta’ kitbiet spiritwali mimlija gherf qaddis.
F’silta minnhom naqraw: “Hafna nies jidhlu
fil-hajja religjuza, imma mbaghad ma jghixux
skont il-virtujiet taghha...Ghix fir-religjon kif
ghandek tghix u ibqa’ ghix fiha sal-ahhar bid-
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devozzjoni - din hi tabilhaqq haga kbira. Hu
wisq ahjar li nghix fid-dinja jien u nitniehed
b’xenqa qaddisa ghad-dhul fil-hajja religjuza,
milli nidhol fiha u nibga’” b’'mohhi mxerred u
nghix imdejjaq”.

Din ix-xenqa ghall-qdusija li dwarha tkellem
il-Beatu Egidju, tirrifletti kliem l-Appostlu
San Pawl, li fl-Ittra tieghu lill-Efesin kiteb: “Hu
ghazilna fih, sa minn gabel il-holgien tad-dinja,
biex inkunu gaddisa u bla tebgha quddiemu
fl-imhabba” [Efes:1:4] u f’dik lir-Rumani:

“Ghax lil dawk li hu gharathom mill-bidu,
ippredestinahom ukoll biex jiehdu s-sura fuq
ix-xbieha ta’ Ibnu” [Rum:8:29]. Santu Wistin fl-
“Istqarrijiet” tieghu, dwar it-twahhid ta’ hajjet
il-bniedem ma’Alla jzid: “hajti tkun tassew hajja
[jekk] mimlija bik”.




U propju hajjet ragel - semplici fl-aspett u fl-
ghemil - izda mimlija b’din il-hegga hajja ta’
mhabba lejn Alla u l-hajja religjuza li fittex li
jhaddan, qeghdin migburin hawnhekk biex
infakkru llejla. Hajja ta’ bniedem li ma spikkatx
bil-kliem, ghax damma fis-silenzju; hajjet ragel
li ma telax kattedri, ghax bilkemm kien jaf
jikteb; hajjet semplici ajk, li dejjem u f’kollox,
fittex il-paci tal-qalb fil-hegga tax-xoghol tal-
id, minn jum ghal jum, bi tbissima dejjem lesta
ghal kull kmand u ghemil ipprezentat lilu.

Ismu ma nsibuhx imnizzel fost I-ghorrief,
lanqas fost dawk tal-mexxejja kbar li sehhlu
jkollha 1-Provin¢ja matul is-snin; lanqas ma
huwa maghruf minn kulhadd fost il-poplu, bhal
San Gorg Preca jew Dun Alfred Gatt; ghall-istess
patrijiet hafna drabi ma kienx hlief “sempli¢i
ajk”, imma din is-semplicita kienet bizzejjed
biex wiehed fost shabu, P. Martinjan Cutajar,
jistqarr pubblikament izjed minn darba, li: “Fra
Grazzja hu ezempju haj u kontinwu ghall-istess
komunita taghna”.

X’kellu allura dagstant sorprendenti, dan
il-bniedem, bin il-bdiewa, li ghadda hajtu
maghluq bejn l-erba’ hitan tal-kunventi li
fihom sehhlu jghammar, jekk skola ma kienx
jaf, kitbiet ma halliex, progetti ma wettagx u
f’hajtu m’ghamel 1-ebda hoss? Kellu, kif xehdet
Swor Rose Zammit tal-Qaddejja ta¢-Cenaklu,
“l-gherf ta’Alla” u dan jixhduh flimkien maghha
dawk kollha li darba jew ohra sehhilhom jersqu
vicin il-Fra tat-tbissima u jkellmuh.

Imwieled fir-rahal tal-Gharb f’din id-daqgsxejn
ta’ gzira, rahal li minnu hargu tant figuri

prominenti fil-kuncett religjuz, bhal Karmni
Grima u Frangisku Portelli, Frangisk Saverju
Mercieca, maghruf appuntu bhala ‘Frenc tal-
Gharb’u Mons. Nikol Cauchi, Nazzareno Gauci,
kien l-izghar wild fost tmint itfal, li minnhom
l-eta adulta lahquha biss erbgha. Salvu, il-
missier, mill-familja “Ta’ Picioru” twieled f’Zzona
li llum taghmel mal-parrocca ta’ San Lawrenz,
wagqt li I-omm, Pawla, mill-familja “Tar-Ramri”,
kienet mill-Gharb. Kellu zijuh, hu missieru,
sacerdot, Dun Lawrenz Gauci, li ordnat ghall-
parrocca ta’ San Lawrenz mill-Isqof Agostinjan
Giovanni Maria Camilleri, serva dejjem f’dan
ir-rahal taht il-kappillani Dun Salv Portelli,
Dun Celestin Galea, Dun Gorg Debrincat u Dun
Girgor Vella. Kien sacerdot minn dawk li dari
konna nsejhu “kampanjol”, forma ta’ sacerdoti
tal-kampanja li llum ghebu u spi¢¢aw u li fis-
semplicita tal-formazzjoni taghhom, is-Sinjur
Alla biss jaf kemm gid wettqu matul is-snin,
f’tant inhawi mbieghda u mwarrba ilu issa
S-snin.

[l-personagg taghna, kien l-uniku fost dawn it-
tmien ulied, li twieled 1-Gharb, propiju fi Triq il-
Knisja. [l-genituri tieghu zzewgu f’San Lawrenz,
li sa dak it-tant kien twaqqaf f’parrocca ghalih,
u hemm twieldu l-ewwel sebat itfal tal-koppja.
Zaren twieled fid-9 ta’ Frar 1911 u tghammed
dakinhar stess bl-ismijiet ta’ Nazzarenu, Pawlu
u Frangisk, fil-Matrici tal-Gharb mill-Kanonku
Dun Guzepp Grech, imlaggam “In-Neputi”.
Trabba fil-fagar u hu stess kien jirrakkonta li
ta’ tifel kien imur il-knisja tar-rahal kmieni
filghodu bil-qorq fuq spalltu u jxiddu f’riglejh
gabel ma jidhol ghall-quddiesa sabiex ma
jkaghbrux. Ghal hames snin, iffrekwenta
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l-iskola primarja tar-rahal u ta’ tmintax-il
sena nghagad fi hdan 1-Ordni ta’ Santu Wistin.
Wettaq in-novizzjat tieghu fil-kunvent ta’ San
Mark fir-Rabat ta’ Malta, fejn irc¢ieva l-abitu u
l-isem religjuz ta’ Fra Grazzja ghall-Beatu Fra
Grazzja minn Cattaro, Agostinjan, u propju
f’din il-knisja fejn ninsabu migburin, ghamel
il-professjoni semplici tieghu f’idejn il-Pirjol P.
Gwann Battista Zerafa fl-24 ta’ Jannar 1934

Sadanittant, wara snin twal ta’ attentati,
l-Agostinjani fethu l-ewwel kunvent taghhom
fl-Afrika, precizament fl-Algerija, pajjiz Santu
Wistin, u bl-affiljazzjoni afdata f’idejn il-
Provin¢ja Maltija, l-ewwel membru taghha
mibghut fil-post kien P. Mikiel Mizzi mix-
Xaghra, wara li bhala pirjol tqgieghed il-Belgjan,
P. Nicolas Merlin. Maghhom inghaqdu Zewg
ajkijiet: Fra Filippu Fenech mir-Rabat, Ghawdex,
u Fra Nazzarenu Vella minn Haz-Zebbug. Izda
peress li I-ewwel wiehed ma damx ma rritorna
minhabba li I-klima tal-post ma qablet mieghu
xejn u t-tieni eventwalment miet fil-post,
mibghut biex jghin lil dan tal-ahhar fl-ahhar
zmien tieghu, insibu lil Fra Grazzja Gauci, dik il-
habta zaghzugh ta’ tlieta u ghoxrin sena. Hemm,
f’dak il-pajjiz shun fl-art Afrikana li nissel lil
Santu Wistin, fil-belt ta’ Bona, propju fejn il-
qaddis wettaq il-hidmiet episkopali tieghu, fil-
bazilika ddedikata kif xieraq lill-Missier 1-Ordni,
Fra Grazzja kellu jgatta’ tnejn u erbghin sena
minn hajtu: perjodu li matulu ha hsieb b’tant
dedikazzjoni mhux biss tal-bazilika u z-zewg
sagristiji taghha, imma wkoll tal-kunvent. F’din
il-bazilika, f’idejn P. Merlin, ha l-voti solenni
tieghu nhar l-Assunta tal-1937.

F'dan it-tul ta’ snin, Fra Grazzja serva taht
seba’ retturi differenti: I-imsemmija P. Merlin
u P. Mizzi, P. Awrelju Ciantar, P. Bonaventura
Chetcuti, P. Gwann Xerri, P. Ugolin Gatt u P.
Lucjan Borg. Il-qadi tieghu, kien fil-parti I-kbira,
xoghol tal-id, hidma li dwarha hu stess stqarr
darba ma’ P. Bonaventura, li mieghu ghadda
snin twal fl-Algerija, li: “dak li huma I-prietki u
l-kotba ghalik, ghalija huma l-ixkupa, il-barmil,
il-borom u l-imghazqa”.

Imma dak li ged iwassalna biex nipprezentaw
din il-hajja tieghu, ma kinux biss il-bramel,
il-borom u l-imghazaq. Huma fuq kollox, il-
hegga, id-dedikazzjoni, is-silenzju, l-imhabba
ghall-kunvent u l-hajja religjuza, li dan il-Fra
bit-tbissima, gharaf jghix il-vokazzjoni tieghu.
Fejn membri ohra tal-Provinc¢ja kienu mehdijin
bl-istudji, bil-kanonikati, bir-ruzetti u bit-
tberfil, li xi drabi xejjinhom milli jghixu l-veru
hajja religjuza taghhom, il-Fra gharaf jghix
din tal-ahhar b’'mod hekk edifikanti, li I-figura
silenzjuza tieghu ghamlet fil-veru sens tal-
kelma hafna aktar hoss minn fost tant figuri
ohra, li wkoll jekk meqjusa benemeriti u kif; il-
hoss li dewa tieghu, kien dak tal-qdusija.

Fit-Tieni Ittra lill-Korintin, I-Appostlu tal-Gnus,
nizzel: “Ahna lkoll, li b'wi¢cna mikxuf nirriflettu
bhal f’'mera I-glorja tal-Mulej, geghdin ninbidlu
fl-istess xbieha minn glorja ghal glorja skont
ma jaghtina I-Mulej, 1i hu Spirtu” [2Kor:3:18].
Propju dan kien jirrifletti fis-semplicita tieghu
minn hidma ghal ohra, Fra Grazzja: wiccu
mikxuf u rifless f'mera tal-glorja tas-Sinjur
Alla. “L-akbar personaggi tal-istorja”, kiteb il-
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filosofu Franciz, Henri Bergson, “mhumiex il-
konkwistaturi, imma l-qaddisin”.

Qaddisin? Iva, gaddisin. U hawnhekk nistagsu,
imma x’jaghmel qaddis minn dan kollu lill-Fra
Grazzja? Dan kollu ghax ghadda hajtu jiknes u
jsajjar? Hawn tant nies li ghaddew hajjithom
fl-istess mod, jahslu, isajru, jikinsu u jarmaw
il-knisja! B’daqshekk, x’ghamel straordinarju
aktar minn haddiehor dan l-ajk?

Ir-risposta ghal dan tigina permezz tal-
Iskrittura Mgaddsa. Ma kienx forsi Gesu Kristu
stess li qal: “Jekk xi hadd irid ikun l-ewwel
wiehed, ghandu joqghod wara kulhadd u jkun
gaddej ta’ kulhadd” [Mk:9:35]? U mhux propju
dan kien Fra Grazzja, gaddej umli ta’ kulhadd?
Ma qalx San Pawl: “Taghmlu xejn b’pika ta’
partit, anqas ghall-ftahir fieragh; imma kunu
umli u kull wiehed minnkom iqis lill-iehor ahjar
minnu.” [Fil:2:3]. U mhux dan ghamel il-Fra? U
fil-ktieb tal-Proverbji, ma nsibux imnizzel: “II-
biza’ tal-Mulej hu taghlim 1-gherf; u biex tasal
ghall-gieh, trid ticcekken” [Prov:15:33]. Ma
ccekkinx bizzejjed il-Fra taghna, meta kien
sahansitra umiljat mill-istess shabu li kien
iservi b'tant dedikazzjoni kuljum, li ghajruh
“injorant” u litteralment “tawh bis-sieq”?

Intom u taqraw hajjet il-Fra, sejrin tiskopru
figura wisq aktar profonda milli bhalissa
geghdin timmaginaw. Jiena stess ghadnilanqas
naf u langas ma jirnexxieli nispjega I-fatt, kif
wasalt biex wettaqt din il-kompozizzjoni tal-
hajja tieghu: bdejt minghajr ma niddejjaq
nahbi fil-veru tas-sens tal-kelma mix-xejn:
ma kellix hlief dagsxejn ta’ nekrologju miktub
b’tifkira tieghu xi granet fuq mewtu minn
P. Bonaventura Chetcuti. Illum wasalna, kif
tistghu taraw, ghal tant aktar pagni u ghadni
s'issa ma nafx kif irnexxielna. Kienet il-
Providenza li ghenitna? Kien il-Fra li mexxiena
fid-direzzjoni t-tajba, minkejja li f’hajtu dejjem
fittex li jahrab il-glorji tad-dinja u mqar l-icken
fostl-unuri? Iva, u dan nasal nemmnu, ghax kull
pass f’dan ir-rigward kien misteru u sorpriza
kontinwa. U hawn nara kemm kienet ghaqlija
l-idea tal-Proving¢jal, li minn fost il-membri
kollha tal-Proving¢ja, jintghazel dagsxejn ta’ ajk
mhux maghruf u minsi, biex ikun ta’ ezempju
ghalina lkoll.

MMA

Biex naslu napprezzawh aktar, wiehed irid
jiftakar fl-imhabba Marjana li 1-Fra dejjem garr
f’qalbu, b’'mod spec¢jali ghall-Madonna taht
it-titlu “Ta’ Pinu”, 1i taht id-dell tas-Santwarju
taghha huwa trabba u li lura f’Ghawdex fl-
ahhar snin, kien izurha kull nhar t'Erbgha; fis-
salib u fit-tigrib tal-mard, li kiddu hafna imma
li gharaf jilgghu b’rassenjazzjoni tassew kbira
fis-snin twal li fihom bata; fid-dedikazzjoni u
r-reverenza tieghu lejn il-figura sacerdotali
sal-ahhar granet, li ghalih kienet hekk ghaziza
u matul is-snin assista patrijiet, prelati u
sacerdoti mhux biss permezz tad-doveri
mistennija minnu bhala ajk, imma wkoll f’tant
hwejjeg ohra fil-hajja ordinarja ta’ kuljum,
inkluz fl-ahhar decennju li ghadda fid-Dar tal-
Kleru, fejn minkejja li fiha dahal ghall-mistrieh,
din I-ahhar kelma donnu ma kienx jaf xi tfisser
u sal-ahhar issokta ghaddej bis-servizz tieghu
lejn 1-ohrajn.

Xtaqt kieku nitkellem aktar fil-fond dwar dawn
l-aspetti, imma I-hin ma jippermettilniex, izda
dawn huma pprezentati bl-ahjar mod possibbli
fil-hajja tieghu li sejrin inqgassmulkom dalwaqt.

Fra Grazzja ha l-ahhar nifs tieghu lejlet li kellu
jaghlaq l-erbgha u disghin sena tieghu bhal-
lum tnax-il sena: 'il boghod mill-arja shuna
tal-pajjiz li fih tant hadem u mill-kunventi li
fihom ghammar, imdawwar izda b’imhabba
mis-Sorijiet tad-Dar tal-Kleru. Minkejja t-tigrib
tal-mard, sehhlu jghix hajja twila, li permezz
taghha, wassal fis-silenzju tieghu, il-Vangelu
lill-ohrajn. Kif denjament isejjahlu 1-Ministru
Provin¢jal, P. Raymond Francalanza, Fra
Grazzja Gauci huwa fil-veru sens tal-kelma
“Qaddej Fidil tal-Vangelu”, iben dehen ta’ Santu
Wistin u ezempju haj ta’ hajja umli, semplici u
missjunarja. Bniedem li fis-semplicita tieghu
sehhlu jibdel il-qadi ta’ kuljum permezz tal-
ixkupa, il-barmil, il-borom ul-imghazqa, fil-ferh
tal-Vangelu, u li permezz taghhom, flimkien
mas-skiet u l-ezempju, juri lill-ohrajn, it-triq
ghal ghand is-Sinjur, triq li huwa stess dejjem
fittex li jaghzel 1-ewwel u qabel kollox.

Fil-granet li ghaddew, wara li 1-Provin¢ja
Karmelitana Maltija nediet il-process ghall-
beatifikazzjoni ta’ wiehed minn uliedha, P.
Avertan Fenech, kien hemm diga xi whud li
kkummentaw u stagsew “minn fejn gieghda
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taqla’ tali nies il-Knisja” u li “jekk il-Knisja
gieghda tipprezenta kandidati ghall-qdusija,
issa tinsab tard wisq ghax in-nies tilfet ormai
l-fidu¢ja taghha fiha”. Lil dawn nghidulhom:
nithmu u naghdru dak li intom ghedtu, ghax
kulhadd ghandu r-raguni tieghu, imma
quddiem figuri bhal dawn, anki jekk nisimghu
bi skandlu f’iehor, il-Knisja ma tistax tibga’
siekta u ma tippromwovix il-kult ta’ dawn
uliedha. Tinsewx li fid-dinja, huwa l-hazin
biss 1li jaghmel hoss...it-tajjeb ma jaghmel
xejn. Jekk grupp zghazagh ikissru vetrina ta’
hanut, l-ghada jingiebu fil-pagni ta’ quddiem
fil-gazzetti, imma jekk imorru jwettqu hidma
volontarja xi mkien, hadd ma jsemmihom. Kif
allura 1-Knisja, jekk jissemmew membri taghha
li bi sfortuna ngarrew mal-kurrent, ghax huma
wkoll kienu tad-demm u l-laham, ma ssemmix
u ma xxandarx lil dawk li edifikawha b’'mod
hekk shih? It-teologu Zvizzeru, Hans Urs von
Balthasar, kien jghid li l-qaddisin jingasmu
f’zewg Kkategoriji fundamentali: xi whud
huma rigal li Kristu nnifsu jaghti lill-Knisja:
nies li matul is-sekli, il-kelma taghhom kienet
prolungament tal-Inkarnazzjoni, twegiba
ghad-drammi tal-istorja li kelmithom kienet
dik ta’ “Alla haj”, bhal San Benedittu ta’ Nor¢ja,
San Frangisk tAssisi, San Bernard minn
Chiaravalle, Sant’Injazju minn Loyola u Santa

NIMXU WARA L-HARUF

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

San Gwann, il-profeta kontemplattiv, fil-
ktieb tal-Apokalissi (kap 4 u 5) jiddeskrivi
liturgija kbira li ged tigi iccelebrata fis-sema.
L-ghassiesa tat-tnax-il tribu ta’ [zrael u t-tnax-
il Appostlu li mxew wara Gesu qeghdin
madwar it-tron ta’ Alla li ged jilga’ I-innu tal-
Holqien: “Qaddis, Qaddis, Qaddis il-Mulej, Alla
li jista’ kollox, li kien u li hu, u li gej”. Imbaghad,
ikompli Gwanni, fuqit-tronta’ Alladeherharuf,
bhallikieku kien maqtul. U l-holgien kolluy,
[ZzZrael u 1-Knisja nxtehtu quddiem il-haruf
jadurawh u jkantawlu l-ghanja tal-helsien.
Din il-liturgija tkompli bid-dehra tal-mahturin
li kienu ghaddejja minn quddiem it-tron u li
dwarhom wiehed mix-Xjuh jistagsi: “Dawn
li ghandhom I-ilbies twal u bojod fughom min
huma, u minn fejn gejjin?’ U t-twegiba: “Dawn
huma dawk li gejjin mit-tahbit il-kbir, u I-ilbiesi
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Tereza ta’ Lisieux, waqt li t-tieni, huma dawk li
1-Knisja taghti lil Kristu. Dan mhux ghaliex hi
gharfet tipproducihom, imma ghaliex jesprimu
minnhom infushom il-kura materna li biha
1-Knisja - Mizzewga u Omm - f’tali epoka u f’tali
post, ikkustodiet u kabbret ulied imnissla mill-
grazzja. U propju ma’ dawn, jaqa’ I-Fra taghna.

San Gwann minn Capestrano, fil-’Mera tal-
Kleru” miktub minnu jghid fir-rigward tar-
ma jdawwalx lilu nnifsu, imma jferrex id-dija
tieghu u jdawwal kull haga li taqa’ fid-dwar
tieghu. Hekk hi I-hajja tal-membri tal-kleru li
jghixu hajja tajba u qaddisa. Bis-sbuhija tiddi
tal-hajja gaddisa taghhom, huma jaghtu d-dawl
u s-serhan tal-qalb lil dawk li jharsu lejhom”.

Jalla din il-mixja li bdejna hawnhekk illejla,
ikollha quddiemha futur li minnu jinsilet hafna
gid u xita ta’ grazzji. Nafdaw f’idejn is-Sinjur
u intant nitolbu lil Fra Grazzja, jaqlghalna dik
il-grazzja li ahna nkunu mixtiqin minnha, hu
li ta’ grazzja jgib propju l-isem. Fl-ahhar nett,
naghlaq bi kliem San Frangisk: “Qaddes lilek
innifsek u dlonk tkun qieghed tgaddes is-
socjeta”.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

taghhom hasluhom u bajduhom fid-demm tal-
haruf”

Nistgarr maghkom li din is-silta mill-Iskrittura,
minn dejjem serqget l-immaginazzjoni tieghi. Ili
snin issa ngorrha f’qalbi u fil-memorja tieghi.




Tant taghmilli gid u kuragg! Hi silta li tkellimna
fuq l-ahhar Zminijiet, meta I-bniedem jersaq
biex jiltaga’ mal-mahbub. Imma hi silta wkoll li
tkellimna fuq I-lum’, ghax fiha nindunaw li dak li
nghixu hawn, kif nghixu u ngibu ruhna, ghal min
nghixu u nahdmu...dan kollu ghandu valur kbir
quddiem Alla. Dagshekk hi sabiha din ix-xena...
ghax tkellimna fuq is-sejha li Ikoll ghandna biex
hawn f’din il-hajja nimxu wara I-Haruf, sakemm
jum wiehed niltaqghu mieghu wic¢¢ imb’'wi¢¢ u
hemm ingawduh ghall-eternita. Hi ghalhekk
silta proverbjali li tmiss il-gewwieni taghna
b’'mod profond hafna u theggigna biex nghixu
ghaliH dejjem! Dan biss hu I-mehtieg!

Fil-prezentazzjoni tal-hajja siekta ta’ Fra
Grazzja Gauci OSA (9 ta’ Frar 1911 - 8 ta’ Frar
2005) nixtiequ nwasslu mudell ta’ persuna, li bl-
iktar mod ordinarju ghex is-sejha tieghu. Mill-
boghod illum ninduna kemm kien bniedem
iffukat biss fuq Alla...kont thossha fih li kien
ged jghix ghaliH. Kont thoss dan anke fid-
dell tieghu biss! Hu ghalhekk li kien naturali
niddeskrivu lil Fra Grazzja bhala l-bniedem li
fhajtu ghex fid-dell.imma d-dawl kien jiddi
fih. Kien bniedem hieles ghalkollox mill-hafna
narcissizmu u protagonizmu li gieli ssib fil-
hajja llum! Meta ntghazilt Proving¢jal tliet snin
ilu, hassejt li issa kien wasal iz-zmien, biex
dan is-sentiment u fama ta’ qdusija dwar Fra
Grazzja li kien ilu jinhass diversi snin fil-qalb ta’
diversi persuni, nista’ nipproponiha lil huti. Ftit
xhur wara tkellimtha mal-Kunsill Provin¢jali u
mbaghad infurmajt lill-Provin¢ja. Niftakar ¢ar
li dakinhar kont ktibt li “Jien ghandi tama kbira
fija li jekk lkoll kemm ahna, qabelxejn l-ewwel
ahna bhala Provinéja, nitolbu b’passjoni lill-
Imghallem tal-imprevedibbli u nintelqu f’idejH
b’fidi, Fra Grazzja jaf iqanqal lilna u maghna
tant ohrajn biex bhalu, bis-semplicita niggustaw
il-Bxara t-Tajba u nkunu wkoll iktar xhud fit-
tenerezza u I-hniena.”

[I-mod kif tul hajtu kollha Fra Grazzja ntelaq
totalment f’Alla, lili jfakkarni hafna f’dak li
darba semma l-Papa Frangisku: “Nistagsikom:
qeghdin inhallu lil Alla jikteb I-istorja ta’
hajjitna jew qeghdin infittxu li niktbuha ahna?”
In-nies il-qaddisa huma kollha hekk..hallew lil
Alla jidhol f’kull fibra ta’ hajjithom tant li fihom
wiehed jista’ jesperjenza lil Alla nnifsu. Huma
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jehallmuna li meta ma nfittxu xejn ghalina
nfusna, Alla jaghtina kollox; li meta nintelqu
f’abbundun totali, imbaghad Alla jaghtina lilu
nifsu; li meta nitilfu hajjitna, insibuha; li meta
nersqu lejh bhala qaddejja battala, hu jilgaghna
bhala wliedu. Fra Grazzja li jien inhobb
niddiskrevih bhala ‘Qaddej fidil tal-Evangelju’,
nemmen li dan ghexu kollu. Hu kien jaf li meta
l-habba tal-qamh taqa’ fil-hamrija u tmut,
imbaghad taghmel hafna frott.

Fil-bidu ta’ din il-mixja, jien ma nafx jekk din it-
triq ghadx tkun ghat-telgha jew le - ghalkemm
fil-verita diga rajna barkiet sbieh f’dawn is-
sentejn - imma nemmen fiz-zerriegha li qed
nizirghu, nemmen li dak li ghex Fra Grazzja ma
ntemmx mieghu. L-istess kif nemmen ukoll li
x-xhieda tieghu ghadha tista’ tkellem lilna u lil
dawk kollha li permezz ta’ hajtu ghad jiltaqghu
ma’ ruh mill-isbah, ma’ hajja 1li ntfiet ghal
haddiehor u ma’ qalb mimlija kollha mhabba
ghal Alla. Nafda f’idejn il-Qaddisin kollha tal-
Ordni taghna - hutna l-iktar gheziez - din ix-
xewqa tal-Provin¢ja taghna, f’talba biex huma
wkoll iharsuna u jberkuna. U jalla jien u intom
nibgghu kuljum miexja b'tama kbira wara
l-Haruf.
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HIDMA VOKAZZJONALI - HIDMA MAZ-ZGHAZAGH

SKOPRI MIN INT... SKOPRI MIN AHNA

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

“Ghaliex gieghed nghix? Hija b’din il-
mistogsija li flimkien nistghu nghixu ma’
Kristu. Din hija x-xewqa tieghi, it-tama
tieghi, il-ferh tieghi... imma ma nixtieqx li
nsalva minghajrek.”

(Santu Wistin, Prietka 71)

Santu Wistin jistaqsi mistogsija fundamentali li
kull persuna tistaqgsi f’xi hin jew iehor fil-hajja.
Ghaliex gieghed nghix? X'inhu dak li jzommni
haj? Mistogsijietli jghinuna nirriflettu iktar dakli
hemm f’qalbna u flimkien mal-ohrajn inkomplu
nimxu ‘il quddiem b’hafna tama u kuragg.

Matul dawn it-tliet xhur ippruvajna noffru
l-opportunita liz-zghazagh u l-adolexxenti
biex jiskopru min huma, xi prioritajiet hemm
fil-hajja taghhom. F’Jannar ergajna komplejna
bil-lagghat flimkien mal-Grupp Augustinian
Youths ghal zghazagh minn 18-il sena’il fuq kull
hmistax nhar ta’ Gimgha bejn it-8pm u 1-11pm.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

[t-temi li ghazilna biex niddiskutu u nirriflettu
komplew jghinuna naghzlu l-prioritajiet fil-
hajja biex inkomplu nsiru nafu iktar lilna
nfusna. FI-10 ta’ Frar wara l-quddiesa tal-10am
fil-Knisja taghna San Mark ir-Rabat morna lejn
Had-Dingli u mxejna qalb in-natura. Dan kien
mument sabih li fih wara l-istress u l-impenn
ta’ studju ghal Zzmien l-ezamijiet, stajna ngawdu

iktar lil xulxin u nkomplu ninbnew bhala grupp.
Waranofsinhar imbaghad Ighabna ftit futbol fil-
ground ta’ Had-Dingli.

Matul dawn ix-xhur kellna maghna xi zghazagh
li ghamlu diversi gimghat ta’ esperjenza fil-
Kunvent taghna r-Rabat. Dawn il-jiem huma
ghajnuna kbira biex iz-zaghzugh filwaqt li
jkompli ghaddej bil-hidma u l-impenji tieghu,
ikun jista’ jghix maghna l-Patrijiet u ghalhekk
jehix mill-qrib il-karizma u l-hajja taghna u
jkompli jirrifletti iktar fuq is-sejha li 1-Mulej
ikun gieghed jaghmillu.

Bejn 1-10 u 12 ta’ Frar grupp ta’ zghazagh
ghexu maghna dawn il-jiem permezz ta’
esperjenza ta’ talb u katekezi f’ambjent
komunitarju. Is-Sibt 11 ta’ Frar fin-nofstanhar
ta’ filghodu jien u Fr David iggwidajna lil dawn
iz-zghazagh b’katekezi gasira u mumenti ta’
talb hergin mit-talba tal-Missierna. Dawn
jinkludu: talb ta’ Adorazzjoni, talb ta’ mahfra,
talb ta’ ringrazzjament, talb komunitarju ecc.
Filghaxija mbaghad tlabna flimkien permezz
tal-Kelma t’Alla (Lectio Divina).

Bejn il-25 u 27 ta’ Marzu sar irtir/esperjenza
bit-tema Itlaq fil-Kunvent taghna San Mark
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ir-Rabat ghal dawk iz-zghazagh li qeghdin fit-
tfittxija tas-sens tal-hajja taghhom. Dan sar
permezz ta’ mumenti ta’ talb, formazzjoni u
riflessjonijiet personali.

Fl-ahhar jiem ta’ Frar organizzajna live-ins
fid-Dar Santa Monika San Pawl il-Bahar, ghall-
istudenti tal-Kullegg Santu Wistin bit-tema
il-Holma ta’ Alla ghalija. Bejn is-Sibt 25 u
1-Hadd 26 ta’ Frar ghall-istudenti tal-Years 7 u
8, it-Tnejn 27 u t-Tlieta 28 ta’ Frar ghal Years
9 u 10. Ghal dawn il-live-ins kienu mistiedna
dawk l-istudenti li attendew xi darba jew ohra
matul din is-sena akkademika ghall-attivitajiet
li norganizzaw kull xahar bhala grupp tal-
vokazzjonjijiet. Fl-ewwel grupp konna 18-il
student, u fit-tieni grupp 7 studenti. F’'dawn
il-jlem l-adolexxenti kellhom Il-opportunita
jirriflettu fuq il-prioritajiet tal-hajja taghhom
flimkien mal-holma 1li ghandhom f’qalbhom.
Barra mumenti ta’ formazzjoni b’'mod

partecipattiv, kien hemm ukoll diversi mumenti
ta’ talb differenti, loghob, u hike flimkien.

Flimkien mieghi u Fr David, kien hemm ukoll
zewg zghazagh Owen Parnis u Fabio Scicluna
li ghenuna fl-organizzazzjoni tal-live-ins. Owen
Parnis li huwa wkoll leader tal-Vok Clubs tal-
kullegg jagsam maghna l-esperjenza tieghu
f'din il-hidma:

Ghalkemm ga kont nattendi ghal dawn il-
laqghat u live-ins meta kont ghadni student
il-kullegg, dejjem nistaghgeb kif ta’ kull sena
jolgotni xi aspett differenti. Meta kont zZghir kont
inqishom bhala okkazjonijiet fejn stajt niltaqa’
ma’ shabi barra l-ambjent tal-iskola fejn bl-
attivitajiet li naghmlu, bil-loghob li nilaghbu,
b’dawk il-mumenti ta’ talb li kien ikollna, u anke
bil-paprati li gieli konna naghmlu, konna nikbru
iktar fil-hbiberija ta’ bejnietna u fl-istess hin
infahhru 'l Alla bil-ferh taghna.

MMA

Bhala leader issa dejjem nipprova li kull haga
li naghmel waqt dawn I- attivitajiet terga’
tqanqalli dik t-tbissima ta’ hbiberija li tant kont
nghozz meta kont Zghir. U hekk nista’ nghid li
l-iktar haga li saret tolgotni issa, specjalment fil-
live-in li ghadu kemm sar hi, li anke issa bhala
leader, dejjem insib xi haga gdida li tghallimni
jew li ggeghilni napprezza t-tfal u ghalhekk
nixtieq nirringrazzjahom ghal din il haga.
Okkazjonijiet bhal-live-ins huma okkazjonijiet
indimentikabbli u ghalkemm f’'mumenti tibda
thossok ghajjien mejjet u bla vuci, tara dak il-
ferh ta’ bejniethom u malajr timtela kemm bis-
sodisfazzjon kif ukoll bil-hegga li tkompli.

Grupp ta’ zghazagh u adolexxenti li qeghdin
jistudjaw is-Systems of Knowledge fis-Sixth
Form u ghazlu li jaghmlu I-progett taghhom fil-
kunvent taghna Itaqghu diversi drabi u kellhom
l-opportunita li japprezzaw iktar l-arti, I-istorja
u l-arkitettura tal-kunvent u l-knisja taghna.
Fr David qieghed jiehu hsieb ukoll li dawn
iz-zghazagh ikollhom esperjenza varjata tal-
aspetti kollha li jsawru dan il-kunvent. Dan
huwa mod kif il-kunvent taghna fir-Rabat
ikompli jkun post ta’ encounter ghal diversi
aspetti ta’ kultura u xjenza anke maz-zghazagh.
Dan isir ukoll permezz ta’ inizjattivi ohra ma’
studenti fl-MCAST.

Aspett iehor fil-hidma vokazzjonali huwa
l-preparazzjoni ta’ materjal vokazzjonali bhala
promozzjoni ghalina l-Agostinjani. Matul ix-xahar
ta’ Frar hejjejnasettta’ 7 Roll-up banners b’ritratti
sbieh u gawwija flimkien ma’ kitba mbhejjija
apposta. Dawn ser jintuzaw fil-postijiet fejn
inkunu sabiex iktar persuni jsiru jafu min ahna
1-Agostinjani u fejn geghdin nagdu. Gew stampati
ukoll leaflets godda skopri min int...skopri min
ahna biex inkunu nistghu nqassmuhom f’diversi
okkazjonijiet 1i jkollna bil-ghan li dak li nghixu
ahna nagsmuh mal-ohrajn b’'mod partikolari ma’
diversi zghazagh li jkunu geghdin ifittxu x’inhi
s-sejha li -Mulej ghandu ghalihom.

Inkomplu nafdaw din il-hidma u dan il-
ministeru pastorali f’idejn il-Mulej biex ikompli
jwassal l-imhabba tieghu permezz taghna.
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FROM FRANCIS TO FRANCIS

LAUDATO SI’

The very title of Pope Francis famous encyclical
Laudato Si’ echoes the very words of Francis of
Assisi in his Canticle of the Sun where he sings,
amongst other things:

Praised be You, my Lord,
through Sister Mother Earth,
who sustains us and
governs us and who produces
varied fruits with coloured flowers and
herbs.

It is this very grave concern about the state of
the environment that, prompted Pope Francis
to write this now famous encyclical that despite
the fact that it is quite a lengthy document
(almost 42,000 words), it is charged with great
passion and love for mother Earth mixed with
grave concern about the exploitation of God'’s
creation at the hands of man.

In this encyclical the Pope’s message is not
addressed to the bishops and the clergy but
to all men that inhabit this planet. In fact the
formal sub-title of the document is specifically
On Care for Our Common Home. The basic
difference between the two Francis’ is that
while the Saint of Assisi saw God’s beauty in an
unspoilt, natural environment, Pope Francis is
living in the 21% century when, since the advent
of the industrial revolution, man'’s exploitation
of nature and its resources has reached
unprecedented and unsustainable levels.

Up to the rise of industrialisation, man lived
closer to nature where the rhythms of life were

HULQAA .

regulated by the seasons

and mainly by agricultural cycles. In this kind
of environment, man took what he needed and
made full use of what Mother Nature provided
without wasting anything.

Modern man, on the contrary, is driven by sheer
consumerism where progress and “happiness”
are often measured by how much is purchased
and consumed. The end resultis that the oceans
and rivers are polluted, the seas are over fished,
mountains of farm and dairy produce are often
destroyed (after having been produced by
artificially and chemically driven means) so as
not to affect market prices. Moreover the gap
between the haves and have-nots is wider due
to man’s insatiable greed. People still grow
hungry in developed counties despite the fact
the supermarkets are burgeoning with food
which, when past its sell-by-date is thrown
away. Materialism and consumerism are the
two terrible horses that are pulling this chariot
of destruction.

In Chapter Two (The Gospel of Creation) the
Pope says: “We are not God. The earth was
here before us and it has been given to us....
Although it is true that we Christians have at
times incorrectly interpreted the Scriptures,
nowadays we must forcefully reject the
notion that our being created in God’s image
and given dominion over the earth justifies
absolute domination over other creatures.”

In other words, Man must see himself as the
custodian and not the dominator of creation
and the environment. He has been bequeathed
the earth by God to tend it and look after it so
that it would provide for his needs and sustain
him. Admittedly there are those who reject the
idea of a Creator and therefore are more likely
to assume that the resources of nature are there
to be exploited by technology and in the service
of technology that is often mistakenly believed
to be the solution of all of man’s problems. The
results of this mistaken philosophy are here
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for all to see. Let's take a quick look at some
examples:

The motor car can be deemed to be a wonderful
invention that has radically revolutionised
public transport. At the same time the massive
increase of cars on the roads of the world’s
towns and cities has given rise to unacceptable
levels of pollution, interminable traffic jams,
road rage, stress and anxiety.

The Pharmaceutical industry: Perhaps people
are living longer but are they living better by
taking innumerable prescription pills with all
their side-effects which, ironically, force people
to swallow yet more pills to counteract them?

Agriculture: It is true that we are producing
more food than ever before but we are paying
the price ofingesting great quantities of harmful
chemicals through the indiscriminate use of
pesticides and fertilisers. Could the worrying
rise in the incidence of cancer have something
to do with this? Is the food we are consuming
poisoned? The same can be said for animal
husbandry; animals that are reared in abysmal
conditions, fed artificial foods and injected
with antibiotics and growth hormones. All this
designed to feed the ever growing demands of
supermarkets, fast food outlets and for pre-
cooked packaged meals. The end result is that
we are consuming more but living less well.

In this encyclical Pope Francis follows his 13™
century namesake in calling the earth “our
common home” Given the universal nature
of our common home, Pope Francis makes it
clear that the encyclical is addressed to not
only members of the Church but is a vehicle
to “enter into dialogue” with all people who
are “united by the same concern” [3, 7]. As
we damage the environment, we are also

damaging our relationship with each other and
with other human beings, particularly those
least equipped to defend themselves such as
the poor and the disadvantaged. We are also
guilty of passing on this degraded heritage to
future generations who will then have to cope
with the problems created by us.

Still, it is not all doom and gloom. The six
chapters of this beautiful document draw on
a wealth of scholarly, religious, secular and
scientific writings that underline the fact that
the Pope is addressing the widest possible
audience and not just the faithful. These
include St. Francis of Assisi, St. Bonaventure, St.
Thomas Aquinas, various papal predecessors
who expressed their views on the ecology
(such as St. John Paul II) References are also
made to 20™ century thinkers like Teilhard de
Chardin and Romano Guardini as well as to the
Rio declaration of 1992 and the 2000 Earth
Charter.

Thefifth chapter, “Lines of Approachand Action”,
sets out various international collective actions
needed. It highlights the imperative to switch
from fossil fuels to renewables, with the use of
government subsidies where appropriate. It
identifiesthe need forinternational agreements
and legislation not only in relation to climate
change but also biodiversity and the oceans.

The sixth and last chapter is entitled “Ecological
Education and Spirituality”. In this chapter
the Pope addresses the individual believer,
families and communities and invites them to
make the difference in small but concrete ways.
Consumer choices, the cultivation of ecological
virtues such as reducing wastefulness, and
environmental education for the young are
explained as practical steps leading to a deeper,
spiritual “ecological conversion” through which
the follower of Christ recognizes the true worth
of all created entities.

Let me conclude with an important quotation
from the final chapter: “God created the world,
writing into it an order and a dynamism that
human beings have no right to ignore” [para.
221]
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DIVINITUS APPARUIT:

IL-550 SENA MILL-“"WASLA" TAL-
MADONNA TAL-PARIR IT-TAJJEB

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

L-istorja ta’ Genazzano fis-seklu erbatax hija
iddominata minn zewg avvenimenti centrali li
wettqu bidla deciziva ghall-hajja ta’ dan il-post
u tal-prezenza Agostinjana, prezenti sa mis-
snin tmenin tas-seklu tlettax f’kunvent ¢kejken
'il barra mill-hitan tal-belt’. Qed nirreferu ghall-
elezzjoni ghall-Papat ta’ Oddone Colonna bl-
isem ta’ Martinu V (Genazzano, 1369 - Ruma,
1431), - il-Papa tal-Konc¢ilju ta’ Kostanza u tat-
traslazzjoni tar-relikwi ta’ Santa Monika lejn
Ruma kif ukoll I-avveniment mirakoluz marbut
mal-iskoperta mill-gdid tax-xbieha bil-wisq
qadima tal-Madonna tal-Parir it-Tajjeb li taghha
gieghed jahbat il-550 anniversarju u li 1-Ordni
Agostinjan gieghed jahseb biex ji¢celebra
b’solennita partikolari.

Fl-ewwel snin tas-seklu erbatax, warali Martinu
V kien elett Papa, segwiet ir-restawrazzjoni
progressiva tal-poter pontificju f’Ruma u
f’”dawk l-ibliet suggetti ghas-Santa Sede fl-Italja
centrali, opra li ghaliha 1-Papa serrah fuq il-
gawwa militari u ekonomika tal-familja nobbli
tieghu. It-tishih tal-poter temporali wassal
biex ghen fir-riorganizzazzjoni tal-finanzi
pontifi¢ji, ghall-promozzjoni tal-istudji u tal-
arti, kif ukoll tal-inawgurazzjoni tal-istagun
kbir rinaxximentali li biddel darba ghal dejjem
wicc il-Belt Eterna.

Madonna tal-Parir it-
Tajjeb: Knisja tal-Bon
Kunsill - Paceville

Madonna tal-Parir
it-Tajjeb: Kappella tal-
Kullegg Santu Wistin -
Pieta

HOLAA BEINIETNA,

Madonna tal-Parir it-
Tajjeb: Knisja ta’ Santu
Wistin - Rabat Ghawdex

Madonna tal-Parir
it-Tajjeb: Knisja ta’ San
Nikola - Hal Tarxien

Madonna tal-Parir
it-Tajjeb: Knisja ta’ San
Mark -Rabat Malta

II-hegga ghall-kostruzzjoni ta’ Papa Martinu
involva wkoll lill-belt twelidu, fejn spiss kien
ikun residenti mas-segwitu tieghu. F'dan il-
kuntest, 1-Agostinjani ta’ Genezzano iddecidew
li jirrinovaw b’'mod radikali, il-knisja moghtija
lilhom mill-familja Colonna bosta snin qabel,
fl-1356. Benefatturi tal-Agostinjani kienu
gabelxejn dawk ta’ Colonna, flimkien man-
nies ta’ Genezzano, il-prokuratur lajk tal-
patrijiet Gwanni ta’ Nocera, u fuq kollox
il-mara twajba Pietrucca, li wara li romlot,
issiehbet fit-Terz’Ordni Agostinjan u tat bosta
gid ghar-rikostruzzjoni tal-knisja 1-gdida ta’
Santa Marija. Ezempju sabih ta’ kollaborazzjoni
stretta, li minn dejjem, immarka r-rapporti

differenti, ghexu l-ispiritwalita ta’ Santu Wistin.

Fuq Pietrucca - li fl-Ordni Agostinjan hija
megqjuma bhala beata, minkejja li 1-kult taghha
baga’ qatt ma gie definittivament approvat
mill-Knisja - jitkellem sintetikament l-umanista
raffinat Agostinjan u Pirjol Generali tal-Ordni,
Ambrog Massari minn Cori fid-Defensorum
Ordinis Fratrum Heremitaram sancti Augustini,
ippubblikat f’'Ruma fl-1481.

Mill-Coriolano - kif inhuwa msejjah Massari fin-
nomenklatura insiru nafu li Pietrucca, ispirata
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mill-Mulej, bieghet il-gid kollu taghha biex
tibni 1-knisja u l-kunvent ta’ Genezzano, imma
peress li kienet mara, ma rnexxilhiex twettaq
ix-xoghlijiet involuti u minhabba f’hekk sfat
izzufjettata min-nies ta’ Genezzano: “et cum
eius facultates ad ecclesiam complendam non
sufficerent uenit in derisum toti populo”.

Il-kunvent ta’ Genezzano jissemma ghall-ewwel
darba fl-atti tat-tmien kapitlu provinc¢jali li
sar f’Cori f’Mejju tal-1283. F’'dik 1-okkazjoni
gie deciz li s-sena ta’ wara, il-kapitlu kellu
jiltaqa’ “in loco nostro de Genatiano” (Capitula
Antiqua Provinciae Romanae O.N!., Analecta

Augustiniana 11 [1907-1908], pp. 247, 248).

Pietrucca ma qatghetx qalbha, u ikkonfortata
mis-sema, iddikjarat li qgabel tmut, kellha
tara l-knisja mitmuma b’'mertu ta’ intervent
mirakoluz tal-Madonna u ta’ Santu Wistin. U
hekk gara tassew! Qabel ma mietet - kif kienet
habbret - il-Beata Pietrucca assistiet ghall-
intervent mirakoluz tant mistenni:

“Sed mirabilis prophetiae adimpletio: ..
quaedam ymago beatae virginis in pariete
dictae ecclesiae miraculose apparuit”.

Twettqet ghaldagstant il-profezija taghha
u fuq wiehed mill-hitan tal-knisja, dehret
mirakolozament, xbieha tal-Madonna! Kienu
hekk kbar Il-ghageb u I-kommozzjoni li
Genezzano tant laqghet fiha pellegrini, li bl-
ghotjiet taghhom, il-Patrijiet sehhilhom iwettqu
x-xoghol tal-knisja u I-bini mill-gdid tal-kunvent
il-qadim. Pietrucca mietet b’fama ta’' qdusija
u ndifnet fil-kappella tal-Madonna; wara
rikonjizzjoni kanonika fis-seklu dsatax, il-fdal
taghha kien ittrasportat u mqieghed fil-hajt ta’
wara l-faccata tal-bazilka attwali ta’ Genezzano.

Fil-kitba ta’ Ambrog minn Cori u f’"dokumenti
ohra kontemporanji jew li nkitbu ftit wara,
isemmi l-avveniment mirakoluz f’termini ta’
skoperta u wkoll ta’ dehra, izda ma nsibu l-ebda
referenza ghat-traslazzjoni mirakoluza tax-
xbieha ta’ Scutari, fl-Albanija lejn Genezzano;
din it-tradizzjoni bdiet tissemmgha ghall-
ewwel darba fil-bidu tas-seklu sittax, b’rabta
mal-periklu tal-espansjoni Torka fil-Mediterran
u tal-influss migratorju lejn I-Italja tal-Insara
mill-Grecja, 1-Albanija u d-Dalmazja.

M’ghandniex spazju nistghux innizzlu l-grajja
kollha tat-tradizzjonijiet imnissla u zviluppati
madwar ix-xbieha hekk helwa u meqgjuma
tal-Madonna. Izda hemm rabta stretta
skoperta mill-istori¢i tal-arti bejn ix-xbieha
tas-Santwarju Marjan u l-affreski tas-sekli
erbatax tal-Knisja ckejkna tas-Salib Imgaddes
f'Genezzano li kienet tappartjeni wkoll lill-
Agostinjani, moghtija lilhom definittivament
mill-Papa Martinu V.

Minhabba I-“korrispondenza perfetta ta’ karattri
mhux biss formali u kuluristi¢i, imma wkoll ta’
dekorazzjonijiet partikolari li jaghmlu evidenti
din l-affinita”, l-istorici tal-arti jsostnu li l-ahhar
pittur tal-affreski tal-Knisja tas-Salib Imqaddes
jista’ jkun l-istess li pitter ix-xbieha tal-Madonna.
Jekk huwa minnu li x-xbieha hija kontemporanja
ta’ l-affreski, wiehed jista’ jahseb li f’temp
t'erbghin sena din tpittret mill-gdid wara li
giet mghottija - aktarx kawza tal-pesta, kif
kienet prassi li jinksew il-hitan tal-knejjes biex
jippreservawhom - u hekk, giet skoperta mill-
gdid, kif jissuggerixxu r-referenzi ghax-xbieha
fid-dokumentazzjoni antika, meta jitkellmu
dwar ix-xbieha beate marie nova inventa
(I-Imgaddsa Marija misjuba mil-gdid). Ix-xbieha
gaddisa aktarx li tpittret fl-epoka ta’ Martinu V
fuq il-bazi ta’ mudell aktar gadim li jista’ jkun
kien dak tal-Mater Boni Consilii, 1i ghaliha ilha
ddedikata l-knisja tal-inqas sa mis-seklu ghaxra,
qabel allura I-wasla tal-Agostinjani fl-1356.

Nistghu nipotizzaw li x-xbieha tal-Madonna
“ghebet” fil-perjodu li matulu saru x-xoghlijiet
ta’ restawr fuq il-knisja ta’ Santa Marija,
mibdija grazzi ghall-generozita ta’ Pietrucca u
x’aktarx imwaqqfa kawza ta’ nuqqas ta’ fondi
u ragunijiet storici ohra, u l-perjodu li nstabet
mill-gdid ghall-habta tas-snin tal-avveniment
mirakoluz. Fil-25 t’April 1467, meta x-xbieha
dehret, cioe fegget mill-gdid ghad-dawl, kien
mument tassew tal-ghageb. Ambrog Massari
jikteb li biex jarawha waslu pellegrini minn
madwar l-Italja kollha: ad quam visendam tota
Italia commota est!

B’rabta mal-iskoperta taghha infatti, kienu
ivverifikati serje ta’ fatti mirakoluzi li jispjegaw
espressjonijiet uzati bhal divinitus apparuit,
minqux fuq il-baldakkin tal-irham fil-kappella
tal-Madonna, u miraculose apparuit, mit-test
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ta’ Ambrog minn Cori. Qabel ma regghet hadet
mill-gdid l-isem l-aktar antik taghha, ix-xbieha
ghamlet zmien tissejjah Madonna tal-Genna.

Ir-raguni ta’ tant staghgib insibu xhieda taghha
fil-Kodici tal-Mirakli, gabra ta’ taghrif b’rabta
ma’ grajjiet li jitkellmu dwar 161 miraklu li
sehhew bejn is-27 t'/April u I-14 tAwwissu tal-
1467.11-kodici, mitluf matul is-soppressjoni tal-
kunvent fl-era Napoleonika (1810 - 1812 ¢a.),
gie ikkonservat f’Ristretto, cioe f’kompendju
tal-1748, ippubblikat minn P. Anglu Marija
de Orgio fl-Istoriche notizie della prodigiosa
apparizione dell'immagine di Maria santissima
del Buon Consiglio. 11-Kodici tal-Mirakli gie wkoll
studjat b’reqqga u deskritt f’Zzewg relazzjonijiet
tal-1779 mill-istoric¢i u paleografi tal-Arkivju
Sigriet tal-Vatikan, Gejtan u Kallistu Marini.

B’rabta mal-fatti tal-1467, anki 1-Papa Pawlu II
Barbo (1464 - 1471), baghat f’Genezzano biex
jikseb aktar taghrif dwar il-fatti mirakoluzi,
zewg isqfijiet bhala legati tieghu, Gaucerio ta’
Forcalquier, isqof ta’ Gap fi Franza u Nikola ta’
Crucibus, isqof ta’ Lesina fid-Dalmazja.

Is-sena ta’ wara, fl-1468, il-Pirjol Generali tal-
Agostinjani, hatar bhala vigarju specjali tieghu
ghall-kunvent ta’ Santa Marija ta’ Genezzano
lill-imsemmi Ambrog minn Cori.

Ghall-gharfien tal-ewwel snin tal-hajja tal-post
il-gdid ta’ kult Marjan, fittixna fl-atti notarili
u fid-dokumenti ta’ provenjenza lokali, imma
wkoll f’dokumenti esterni u lil hinn mill-
ambitu Agostinjan, bhad-Djarju Nepesino, tas-
snin 1459-1468, li ghandu taghrif prezzjuz
dwar pellegrinaggi lejn Genezzano minn Tuscia
u mill-Lazio ta’ fug, minn Segni li helset mill-
pesta, mill-art tan-nofsinhar tax-xmara Liri,
minn Ruma u sahansitra minn artijiet barranin.
Bosta bdew isiru jafu dwar il-fatti ta’ Genezzano
u jfittxu li jzuru s-santwarju u lura lejn id-dar,
kienu jgorru maghhom id-devozzjoni ghall-
Madonna tal-Parir it-Tajjeb u x-xbieha taghha.
Fis-seklu hmistax kellek diga 1-uzu ta’ hwejjeg
devozzjonali u xbihat, santi ippubblikati bl-
ewwel magni tal-istampar. Id-devozzjoni uzat
sa mill-bidu l-istrument il-gdid tal-istampal!

Bhala konkluzjoni ta’ dan it-taghrif, ingibu
silta mill-Prologu, jew ahjar mit-talba tal-
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imsemmi Codex bombacinus, li fit-Taljan tas-
seklu erbatax, apparti li huwa ta’ interess ghall-
istori¢i b’'mod generali, jaghtina l-opportunita
naghrfu l-effett ta’ dak li gara fl-1467.

Salve Regina de Cieli. Eccote la copia et il copiato
delli miraculi oprati per le tue prece nelli Devoti
della tua Sacralissima Ymagine aparsa nella
Chiesa de Sancta Maria de Genazano, Oratorio,
et luoco de Frati Eremitani de Sancto Augustino
nellAnno del Signore 1467, a di 25 de aprile
operati, et scripti dico per mano et testimonij
in tre mesi, et 17, di del soprascritto anno, cioé
del di XXVII de Aprile fino al di XIIII de Agosto.
Essendo quelli in piu pezzi sparti li ho riducti in
uno, copiandoli de parola in parola non come era
mio debito, ma come ho possuto: Me te confesso,
et te ne domando venia della negligentia quale
ho usata che molto piu breve saria potuto essere
in cupiarli, che io non sono stato; pure come sono
cusi mal rescripti piacciate acceptarli insieme co
il mio ad te drizzato, et devoto cuore desideroso
co il tuo adjutorio avanti la mia morte revedere
un’altra volta la tua miracolosa et sacralissima
Ymagine colli occhij corporali come adesso la
contemplo co li occhij mentali: Intanto genuflexo
avanti ad quella grido ad alta voce, ora pro me
maxime nunc et in hora mortis meae.

P. Rocco Ronzani, Agostinjan tal-Provinéja
Taljana, huwa minn Genezzano, attwalment
il-Pirjol tal-komunita ta’ Viterbo, professur
fl-Augustinianum, membru tal-Istitut

Storiku Agostinjan u konsulent teologu tal-
Kongregazzjoni tal-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin.




L-ARLOGG FL-ANTIK
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Kos hux kemm jinbidel iz-Zmien! Kollox jibdel
mieghu, ideat, principji, hsibijiet u l-perspettiva
wkoll. Qatt hsibt fuq it-tifsira tal-lejl...il-lejl ta’
dari huwa differenti mil-lejl tal-lum...mhux
biss ghax il-hajja tibqa’ ghaddejja b’'mod izjed
solidu minn qabel imma ghall-bosta ragunijiet.

[I-hsejjes tal-gniepen fil-kampnari tal-knejjes
imxerrda f’Malta u Ghawdex kienu jfakkru
lill-poplu li I-lejl gorob. Kien hemm min jiehu
r-ruh ghax dak kien ifisser li wasal hin il-
mistrieh. Kien ikun hemm min jiehu qatgha
ghax kien sempli¢i jibza' mid-dlam. Tinsewsx,
fi Zzmien li ged nitkellem dwaru (seklu 16/17)
ma kellhomx mobile. Anqas nitfa dawl. Biss
biss infakkar fl-episodju tal-karnival tal-1823,
mietu 'l fug minn mitt tifel minhabba d-dlam.
Angas noholmuha din illum. Kullimkien
dwal, tabelli jixeghlu u bil-facilita f’idejk ta’
tor¢ (mobile) li tixghel fejn u xhin trid. Dan
kultant ma napprezzawhx u ma nevalwawhx.
Meta beda d-dawl elettriku, kien hawn ferh
indeskrivibbli fid-dinja, qisha giet skoperta
dinja ohra fejn wiehed jista’ jmur jghix u jiehu
nifs. Tista’ tahseb, fin-Naxxar fl-1927 ghamlu
raggiera lill-istatwa tal-Bambina ghaliex kienet
novita u giet Malta kollha tara x’kien dan il-
fenomenu. L-istess raggiera ghadha hemm
sal-lum u hemm hsibijiet li tinbidel ghal dik
originali ghax forsi ma tmurx mal-istil. Mhux se
nidhol f’dan l-argument imma ridt nuri kemm
jinbidel il-hsieb maz-zmien. Dak iz-zmien (i.e.
1927) hadd ma qgal li r-raggiera ma tmurx mal-
istil Barokk tal-istatwa. L-aqwa li hemm id-
dawl elettriku. Kos hux!

[I-gniepen tal-knejjes kienu jaghtu orarju l-hin
kollu lir-rahhala. Kien hemm min kien jieqaf
jehid 1-Angelus, jahseb ghall-ikel jew jibdel ix-
xoghol li jkun ged jaghmel minhabba t-tokki. Il-
tokki tal-Ave Maria (li kienu jindaqqu darbtejn
filghaxija) kienu jfakkru li riesaq il-lejl. Theresia
Bonnici (mara ta’ dak iz-zmien) tikkonferma li
mat-tokki tat-tieni daqq tal-Ave Maria kienet
tuza dawl tal-lampa ‘con lume in mano’ biex
tittawwal l-akkwata fejn kienet toqghod. Id-
dawl kien skars; xemghat kienu popolari imma
jiswew il-flus. Kienu kumdita. Minhabba dan,
filghaxijiet l-attivitajiet kienu ristretti li jsiru.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo o

Kien hawn Sqalli Andrea
Brunetti li ried imur ghax-
xorb flimkien ma’ Giovanni
Azzopardi Malti u siehbu
Horatio Mercieca. I1-Gvern malli kien jinduna
li xi hadd qed jithajjar ihuf billejl kien izid ir-
restrizzjonijiet. Maz-Zzmien anke dahletil-curfew
taht il-hakma Ingliza li allahares kont tinqabad
barra wara certu hin ghax holl xaghrek u gib iz-
zejt. Qanpiena partikolari li kienet tissejjah ‘La
Ruffiana’ kienet iddoqq bejn id-9pm u 1-10pm.
[l1-curfew kien jinbidel mal-istagun ukoll.

Mill-banda 1-ohra, jekk ikun xi hadd bhali, ma
kienx jiehu gost li l-lejl skont dak iz-zmien kien
jispicca fl-4 ta’ filghodu ghax dak il-hin kienu
jdoqqu l-gniepen li beda I-jum. Kmieni jbakkru;
kienjissejjahil-‘Pater Noster’ Kulhadd kien jaghtih
ferh ta’ genn jekk jibga’ xi ftit rieqed, mentri llum
hemm min jaghmel sa nofsinhar rieqed. Jinbidlu
veru z-zminijiet. Min kien johrog il-bhejjem, min
imur l-ghalqa; kulhadd fuq xoghlu.

Fis-satra tal-lejl kont tisma’ l-marid jokrob
bl-ugigh. Tinsiex l-apparat mediku ma kienx
avvanzat. Xi ragel ihabbat mal-bieb biex tiftahlu
martu ghax ikun xorob xi xarba sew, xi tnejn
jghannuu jkantaw u elfhaga ohra. Ma taghtihomx
tort li 1-lejl kellu konnotazzjoni ta’ wahx. [llum
jigri x’jigri kwazi anke jekk tisma’ xi hadd jokrob,
nazzarda nghid li kwazi anqas jinghata kas.
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Kien hemm ukoll il-biza’ mid-
dimonju. Kien ikun hemm min
ibezza’ bi skop, halli hadd ma
johrog barra u jkun jista’ jaghmel
l-attivita li jrid, tkun xi tkun. Kien
hemm ukoll ghal min il-lejl fisser
liberta; mill-familja jew mir-ragel/
mara tieghu/taghha. Kien ikun il-
mument tal-hbieb; jew biex ilesti xi
xoghol jew biex jintlaghbu l-karti.
Fil-fatt, ¢certu wiehed Palmer fl-
istudji tieghu qal li 1-lejl kien iservi
bhal meta jinzlu l-purtieri fuq is-separju biex
tispi¢ca d-dominanza u jibda hin it-teatru.

Dan kollu huwa parti minn studju ddettaljat
li jsir minn Zmien ghal Zmien fl-arkivji Maltin.

Hafna minn din l-informazzjoni
nstabet  fl-arkivju = tas-Santu
Spirtu fil-Birgu. Dawn id-dettalji
johorgu wkoll fil-gurnal imhejji
apposta mill-arkivji nazzjonali
ta’ Malta. Noel Buttigieg huwa
storiku b’interess partikulari fil-
kultura u l-istorja Mediterranja
specjalment ukoll dik relatata mal-
ikel. Mill-aspett tieghi, jaffaxxinani
hafna l-kuntest tal-bidla fil-hsieb
tul iz-zmien. Ippruvajt fil-qosor
nghaqqad dan ma’ aspett religjuz ukoll; id-daqq
tal-gniepen li kienu jhabbru 1-bidla fil-hin tal-
gurnata.

MILL-KUNVENT SAN NIKOLA TA' TOLENTINO - HAL TARXIEN

L-GHAQDA VOLONTARIJA EXTEND

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

I¢-Centru  tal-Agostinjani ta’ Hal Tarxien
fetah il-bibien tieghu ghall-ghaqda volontarja
Extend. Hija ghaqda li tilga’ fi hdanha ghadd ta’
voluntiera, li flimkien jahdmu biex jaghtu servizz
socjoedukattiv. Permezz tas-servizzi moghtija
jibbenefikaw kemm tfal, kif ukoll zghazagh.
Extend hija maghmula minn ferghat differenti.
Taht il-kappa taghha, fil-prezent wiehed isib tliet
progetti marbuta mal-qasam soc¢joedukattiv.

[l-progett Pass Pass, li dahal fit-tielet sena tieghu,
ilagqga’ lill-voluntiera ma’ tfal li jkollhom bZonn
ghajnuna akkademika. Il-voluntiera, li hafna
minnhom jahdmu fil-qasam edukattiv, jghinu lill-
istudenti tal-primarja jitilghu l-passi mehtiega,
bil-pass taghhom stess, fil-qari u fil-kitba tal-
Malti u tal-Ingliz. Kull tifel u kull tifla ghandhom
bzonnijiet partikolari, differenti minn ta’ tifel
jew tifla ohra. Jintuzaw metodi varji ta’ taghlim,
li jghinu lit-tfal iduqu s-sbuhija tal-edukazzjoni.

Filwaqt li l-progett Pass Pass isir tul ix-xhur
marbuta mas-sena skolastika, il-progett Sajf
mal-hbieb huwa marbut, kifjirriflettiismu stess,
max-xhur shan tas-sajf. F’dan il-progett, it-tfal
jiehdu sehem f’attivitajiet varji so¢joedukattivi.
Fost l-attivitajiet li jiehdu sehem fihom dawn
it-tfal, wiehed ma jistax ma jsemmix il-loghob,
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il-krafts u t-tisjir. ll-provi ta’ xi kanzunetta ’l
hemm u 'l hawn ma jongsux.

[I-progett Targa Targa qieghed fl-ewwel stadji
tieghu. Grupp ta’ voluntiera geghdin jinsgu
progett li mistenni jilga’ fih Zghazagh ta’
bejn is-sittax u s-sbatax-il sena. Iz-zghazagh
se jinghataw ic¢-cans jattendu ghal numru
ta’ lagghat imfassla ghalihom. Tul dawn il-
laqghat, iz-zghazagh ikollhom l-opportunita
jiltagghu ma’ zghazagh ohra u jiehdu sehem
f’attivitajiet varji li jaghtuhom daqqa t’id fil-
binja tal-karattru taghhom.

Minghajr sehem il-voluntiera, Extend ma

tistax twettaq il-mixja taghha. Kull ghajnuna
hija apprezzata. Jekk tixtieq tikseb iktar
informazzjoni dwar din l-ghaqda, tista’ tikteb
fuq gabpullicino@gmail.com.




LEJN IL-BI-CENTINARJU

14 TA’ SETTEMBRU 2017

It-twaqqif tal-Provinc¢ja - 14 ta’ Settembru
1817

Kellha tkun il-hegga bla waqfien tal-patrijiet
biex il-kunventi taghna tal-Belt, Rabat u
Ghawdex setghu fl-ahhar jinqatghu u jinfirdu
darba ghal dejjem minn dawk ta’ Sqallija u hekk
titwieled Provincja gdida taht il-protezzjoni ta’
San Mark Evangelista.

Kif nafu, kienu darbtejn it-tentattivi maghmula
mill-patrijiet taghna ghal dan il-hsieb u fiz-
zewg kazi, fallew. B’'tama qawwija u b'rieda tal-
azzar, huma kienu jagbdu ma’ kull ¢irkustanza
li setghet twassalhom ghall-hsieb taghhom. FI-
ewwel tentattiv, fis-sena 1790 rajna l-patrijiet
jingdew bil-Bulla tal-Papa Benedittu XIV;
fil-bidu tas-seklu dsatax, inqdew bil-wasla
tal-Inglizi fil-Gzejjer taghna; din id-darba bit-
trattat famuz ta’ paci bejn Franza u 1-Awstrija.

Kien it-30 ta’ Mejju 1814, meta wara hafna
lagghat u diskussjonijiet dwar min kellu jmexxi
lill-GZejjer Maltin - it-trattat ta’ paci ta’ Amiens
ma tax il-frott mixtieq - Franza u l-Awstrija lahqu
ftehim bejniethom li kellu jorbot ghal dejjem lil
kull min haseb li kellu xi drittijiet fuq il-GzZejjer
ta’ Malta. Fl-artiklu tmienja (8) ta’ dan it-trattat
gie stabbilit li 1-Gzejjer ta’ Malta, Ghawdex u
Kemmuna kellhom ikunu minn dik il-gurnata
stess taht l-awtorita u s-sovranita tal-Maesta
Taghha Brittanika. Dan it-trattat kien iffirmat fil-
jum imsemmi mhux biss minn Franza u I-Awstrija
izda wkoll mit-tliet potenzi kbar tal-Ewropa ta’
dak iz-zmien: Ingilterra, Russja u Prussja.

Ga kienu ghaddew tliet snin u kollox kien juri
li dak il-Ftehim gdid bejn il-potenzi principali
tal-Ewropa kien sod u ged jigi osservat minn
kulhadd. Dakinhar, il-patrijiet dehrilhom li rega
kien wasal il-mument addattat biex jaghmlu
l-qabza tant mixtieqa. Dawn kienu wkoll
imbuttati mill-fatt li ghalkemm I-Inglizi fis-sena
1802 galu li ma ridux jindahlu aktar fil-hwejjeg
ekklesjastici, il-fatti juru xort’ohra. Minn mindu
rifsu 1-GzZejjer taghna, 1-Inglizi ma hallew ebda
Provinc¢jal minn Sqallija jigi Malta biex jaghmel
il-Vizta Kanonika tal-Kunventi. U dan ukoll

ghen hafna fid-decizjoni
tal-patrijiet  biex  mill-
gdid jitolbu lill-Papa biex Malta ssir Provin¢ja
awtonoma u separata minn dik ta’ Sqallija.

Ittra tal-Patrijiet Lill-Q.T. II-Papa Piju VII
(mill-Arkivju tal-Kunvent tar-Rabat, Registru
an. 1755, pag. 100)

Missier I-aktar Qaddis,

ta’ Malta u Ghawdex kienu maghqudin mal-
Provinéja ta’ Sqallija fiz-Zzmien meta dawn
il-Gzejjer kienu taht il-hakma ta’ Spanja,
kif ukoll kienu fi zmien il-Gran Mastri. Issa
li dawn il-Gzejjer ghaddew f’idejn I-Inglizi,
il-Provinéjali ta’ Sqallija mhux qed jigu
mhollija jzuru u jharsu l-kunventi ta’ Malta
u Ghawdex. Kienet ukoll michuda t-talba
tal-Vigarju Generali tal-Agostinjani biex
jibghat f’Malta Vizitatur Generali minn
Sqallija. Ghal ghoxrin sena shah, f’dawn il-
kunventi qatt ma saret il-Vizta Kanonika u
hekk nagset id-dixxiplina religjuza u hZienet
l-amministrazzjoni.

Tieghu il-grazzja li jinfirdu mill-Provincja
ta’ Sqallija u jiffurmaw Provinéja gdida. Ta’
min isemmi li fis-sena 1790, diga s-Superjur
Generali Agostinjan Stiefnu Bellesini kien
wagqqafdin il-Provinéja bit-titlu ta’ San Mark.

jafu bit-twegiba pozittiva tal-Qdusija tieghu, il-
Papa. Din giet imwassla lill-Kurja Generalizja
tal-Ordni mill-Kardinal P. F. Galeffi. Kienet
twegiba qasira izda mimlija tama ghal futur ta’
hidma bla wagqfien ghall-Knisja ta’ Kristu.

It-talba taghkom hi milqugha bil-fakultajiet
kollha mehtiega u f'waqthom: illum 14 ta’
Settembru 1817
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INGARRFU L-HITAN...
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“Kristu hu s-sliem taghna, hu li minn tnejn
ghamel poplu wiehed, billi garraf il-hajt
li kien jifridna - il-mibeghda ta’ bejnietna
..ried b’hekk johloq bih innifsu bniedem
wiehed, il-bniedem gdid, billi jaghmilhom
paci bejniethom u jhabbibhom it-tnejn ma’
Alla f’gisem wiehed permezz tas-salib li
bih qered il-mibeghda ta’ bejniethom” (Ef
2, 14-16). Jiena nahseb li l-ewwel xbieha ta’
hajt jitwaqqa’ li tigi quddiem ghajnejna hi dik
tal-hajt ta’ Berlin; hajt li fired fi tnejn il-poplu
wiehed Tedesk mill-1961 sal-1989. Nafu wkoll
bil-grajja ta’ ghadd ta’ hitan li ttellghu tul
grajjet il-bniedem. F'mohh S. Pawl fl-Ittra lill-
Insara tal-belt Griega-Rumana ta’ Efesu, il-hajt
hu zgur dak li kien jifred il-bitha tat-tempju
tal-Lhud, hemm fejn il-Gentili jew il-pagani,
dawk «bla twemmin» f’ghajnejn il-Lhud, il-
gojim, kienu jithallew jidhlu, mill-imkien li
fih kienu jithallew jidhlu biss il-Lhud fidili
ghall-Ligi. Kien hemm il-piena tal-mewt ghal
min kien jingabad jirfes l-imkien ta’ madwar
is-santwarju. Fid-diskors ta’ nhar il-21 ta’
Dicembru lill-Kurja Rumana ghall-Milied tas-
sena 2009, il-Q.T. il-Papa Emeritu Benedittu
XVI, fisser kemm xtaq li ahna li nemmnu
nibqghu jkollna ghal galbna, u nisimghu tajjeb,
lil dawk li jgisu ruhhom anjostici jew ateji,
li ma jemmnu f’ebda Alla jew spirtu. Dawn
m’ghandniex naraw kif naghmlu sabiex ihossu
ruhhom bhal gishom I-ghan tal-hidma taghna
sabiex «nikkonvertuhom», jew indawrulhom
mohhhom, u nagilbuhom ghal maghna! Il-fatt
li bhala ghan ta’ hsiebhom ghandhom i¢-¢ahda
ta’ Alla, ifisser li huma wkoll mela ghandhom
1 Alla, b’xi mod, bhala ghan f’hidmiethom.
Dan il-hsieb dwar ir-rabta ta’ bejn il-kultura u
t-twemmin, il-Papa Benedittu Kien fissru fit-tul
nhar it-12 ta’ Settembru tas-sena 2008 fis-Sala
tal-Kullegg tal-Bernardini f’Parigi lil madwar
700 persuna mid-dinja tal-hassieba fi Franza.

F’dak id-diskors, Benedittu XVI fisser dan il-
hsieb t’hawn fuqbixbieha misluta mill-filosofija
ta’ Platun (filosfu pagan mill-iprem li ghex
bejn 1-427 sa 347q.K.), u li nqeda biha Wistin
ta’ Ippona meta ried jaghti lill-irhieb tieghu
l-ghaliex tad-diga mhix ckejkna li kien ihoss
gewwa fih meta kien jisma’ l-kant hekk fqir.

MMA

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

.
Huwa fissrilhom li kant fqir -

# .
muzikalment Kkien xbieha o
ta’ tahwid li jwassal ghal

spazju ta’ «dissimilitudni»,

ir-«regio dissimilitudinis». F’din il-qaghda kien
hassu hu nnifsu qabel il-konverzjoni tieghu
(ara Stqarrijiet 7,10,16): Hassu dak il-bniedem,
mahluq xbieha ta’Alla, li waqa’ fil-qaghda ta’
mbieghed minn Alla, gewwa mkien fejn tilef
dan ix-xebh, bghid minn Alla, f’Zona li fiha
ma baqax jirrifletti lil Alla, u hekk mhux biss
spi¢ca ma jixbhux, izda spi¢ca stramb ukoll
ghalih innifsu, bhala bniedem li kien. Xi haga
hekk ukoll fehem il-Mulej bir-rakkont tal-Iben
il-Hali 1i spic¢a halla d-dinjita li kien igawdi
f’dar Missieru, telaq ghal ghongq it-triq, berbaq
gidu kollu, u sa spicca ma jiddejjagx jitrejjaq
bl-istess ghalf li hu nnifsu kien jitma’ 1-qzieqez
bih, u spic¢ca bhal qisu wiehed minnhom!

[s-sisien tas-sejha Nisranija lil dawk lil hinn
minnha, fid-dawl ta’ tiftix, u ta’ mistogsijiet
li kull bniedem jaghmel lilu nnifsu, wiehed
jista’ jaghrathom ahjar fid-dawl ta’ kliem
l-Appostlu tal-Gnus gewwa l-Areopagu ta’
Ateni. L-Areopagu ma kienx xi akkademja
universitarja fejn kienu jiltagghu xi ghadd
ta’ mhuh mill-iffen sabiex jithaddtu dwar
suggetti gholjin, izda kien imkien li fih il-Qorti
tal-Gustizzja, kompetenti fi kwistjonijiet ta’
twemmin, u li kienet mistennija tehodha kontra
d-dhul ta’ twemmin iehor minn dak Lhudi. Dak
kien li gie mixli bih Pawlu hemmhekk: «donnu
messaggier ta’ xi allat strangiera” (Atti 17,18).
Ghal dan Pawlu wiegeb: «Jien u ghaddej u
nhares lejn ix-xbihat qaddisa tal-qima taghkom,
intbaht ukoll b’artal b’din il-kitba fuqu, Lil
Alla Mhux Maghruf». Ghalhekk, dak li intom
tgimuh bla ma taghrfuh, inhabbarhulkom jien»
(17:23). Pawlu ma kienx ged ihabbrilhom allat
mhux maghrufa. Huwa kien ged ihabbrilhom
lil Dak li huma kienu ghadhom ma gharfuhx
s’issa, izda, fl-istess hin, kienu gharfuh; Dak li
kienu qed ifittxu, u li fl-ahhar riedu jaghrfuh,
izda li kellu jibga' ghalihom mhux maghruf
u mhux mifhum! Fil-qiegh nett tal-hsieb u
l-hsus tal-bniedem, huwa jaghraf li jehtieg li
jezisti Alla, u li fil-bidu ta’ kollox ma jistax ma
jkun hemm xejn, izda xi ghamla ta’ Gharfien,
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Hallieq, 1-ghaliex xejn ma gie b’kumbinazzjoni,
izda b’att ta’ rieda hielsa. Minkejja li bhal gisu
kulhadd jaghrfu dan kollu, Pawlu xorta wahda
kiteb fl-Ittra lir-Rumani (1,21), li dan l-gharfien
jibga’ skars: dan dejjem jekk ikun xi Alla li hu
biss ghamla ta’ fantazija jew holqgien tal-mohh,
ghax dan ma jkun Alla xejn. Jekk dan ikun Alla
li ma jurix ruhu, ma nistghu qatt naslu ghaliH.
Din hi l-ahbar il-gdida tal-Kristjanezmu, li
issa dan Alla wera ruhu Hu nnifsu. Issa nafu
kif nistghu naslu ghandu wkoll. Dan ifisser li
t-twemmin Nisrani mhux biss ghamla ta’ hsieb
tal-mohh, izda hu wkoll hidma: Alla wera lilu
nnifsu. Dan wettqu fil-Logos - il-hsieb dejjiemi
fi grajjietna. «Verbum caro factum est» (Gw
1,14): iva, f'dak kollu li gie maghmul (factum),
hemm issa 1-Logos, il-Kelma, fostna. Il-holgien
(factum) huwa mahsub. Dejjem izda jehtieg
li gherf il-bniedem jitbaxxa sabiex jilga’ dan
kollu: biss meta jitbaxxa jkun iwiegeb bhalma
wiegeb Alla meta Hu wkoll nizel ghad-daqgs
taghna l-bnedmin fl-Inkarnazzjoni.

Alla Missierna. es

Aghmel li s-sejha tal- lehen tleghek
tasal ghand hafna

li jkunu lesti li

jghixu maghqudin mieghek.

Ipprepara.l-qlub taghhom

bil-kelma tieghek

b’mod li jkunu lesti

li jevangelizzaw lil kulhadd

u li jiehdu hsieb il-hsad kbir tieghek.

[llum jehtieg li nifhmu kemm blietna minkejja li
m’ghadhomx mimlija artali ghal allat maghrufa
jew mhux, ghadu fatt li ghal hafna Alla sar
l-iktar li mhux maghruf. 1zda bhalma kien
minn dejjem, wara dan 1-ghadd kbir ta’ xbihat
ta’ Alla, il-mistogsija dwar dak Alla mhux
maghruf tibqa’, u l-prezenza ta’ dak Alla li ma
jidhirx, imqar illum, ghadu, bla hsejjes, ifixkel
l-irqad ta’ ghadd ta’ bnedmin. “Quaerere Deum”
- li tfittex lil Alla u li, bhal Wistin ta’ Ippona,
thallih isibek, ghadu kliem jghodd sal-gurnata
mgqaddsa tal-lum. [llum ukoll hu mehtieg tahdit
bejn dawk li jemmnu ma’ dawk li ghalihom it-
twemmin ma jaghmilx sens iktar, ma’ dawk li
ghadhom ihossu li jekk kemme-il darba jidhlu
f’dan il-qasam ta’ tiftix ikollhom icedu ghal
gherfhom, ghal dehenhom, u dan ikun it-tmiem
tal-bniedem hieles.

P. SALVINU CARUANA
AGOSTINJAN

Mulej, aghmel 11 i

dawk kollha li humdﬁi‘sejhm
ghall-hajja Agostinjana, £
jisimghu l-lehen tieghek f )
uli jaghmlu r-rieda tlegﬁ}
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FACCATA TAL-KNISJA SAN MARK - RABAT MALTA

“IL-HOLMA LI SEHHET”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Madwar disa’ snin ilu, il-Patrijiet Agostinjani
tar-Rabat, kienu joholmu Ili xi darba
jirrestawraw il-fac¢ata tal-kunvent, maghrufa
ahjar bhala 1-Portico, kif ukoll il-Knisja San
Mark, tant popolari mar-Rabtin tal-inhawi. Din
il-holma, ghalkemm ilha tberren fl-imhuh ta’
diversi pirjoli, bdiet issir realta fl-2008, taht
il-Pirjol Patri Josef. Warajh segwew il-progett,
il-pirjoli, Patri Leslie, Patri Rafel u issa Patri
David, il-pirjol prezenti. Il-holma taghhom
kienet li jergghu jirripristinaw il-kumpless
kollu, 1i kien disinjat mill-Arkitett Andrea
Belli (1703-1772). Dan hu l-istess arkitett li
iddisinja I-Auberge de Castille fil-Belt Valletta,
fost gawhar iehor fl-istil Barokk. Hu ddisinja
1-Kunvent tal-Agostinjani madwar 1-1740.

Fis-sena 2009 nbeda s-survey iddettaljat tal-
kunvent kollu, fuq kull sular, il-kantina u I-bjut,
inkluz il-Knisja u xi binjiet ohra ta’ madwar
il-kunvent, li bosta minnhom huma mikrija lil
terzi. Peress li kien ilhom ma jsiru sett pjanti
ddettaljati tal-kumpless kollu, dan is-survey
wassal biex jitlestew il-pjanti tal-binja shiha,
aggornati b’xi alterazzjonijiet interni li saru
tul iz-Zmien, li qatt ma kienu gew irrekordjati
fuq pjanta. Dawn juru l-Kunvent u I-Knisja
ezistenti, kif inhuma llum.

L-Ewwel Fazi: Faccata tal-Kunvent, il-Portico
Wara li saret l-ewwel applikazzjoni mal-MEPA
fis-sena 2008, ghar-restawr tal-Portico biss, ftit
wara li nhareg il-permess, infethu sejhiet ghall-
offerti b’tender ghal kuntratturi li jaghmlu
xoghol ta’ restawr fil-gebel.

Wara l-aggudikazzjoni ntghazel il-kuntrattur
‘Recoop’ (kooperattiva) u x-xoghol beda fI-2010

MMA
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u tlesta fi ftit xhur. Ta’ min wiehed isemmi li
ghalkemm dan tlesta u diga beda jitgawda mill-
parruccani, xorta wahda l-patrijiet Agostinjani
ma kinux kuntenti li jieqfu nofs triq, ghax il-
holma kompluta kienet ghadha ma sehhitx - dik
li tigi irrestawrata 1-Knisja propija, li tifforma
parti integrali mill-binja shiha tal-Kunvent San
Mark.

It-Tieni Fazi: Faccata tal-Knisja San Mark
Bil-perseveranza u b’fidu¢ja shiha li din il-
holma ghad issehh, il-patrijiet ma waqqfux
milli jigbru fondi ghal dan il-progett glorjuz, li
jaghmel gieh mhux biss lill-patrijiet izda wkoll
lill-wirt arkitettoniku taz-zona, billi dan il-
kunvent u I-Knisja mieghu, huwa binja ikonika
ghar-Rabat. [I-Knisja tinsab f{’salib it-toroq bejn
Triqg Santu Wistin u Vjal Santu Wistin, li minn
din tal-ahhar twassal ghall-Belt storika tal-
Imdina. (Ta’ min isemmi hawn illi ghalkemm
ghal hafna Rabtin u probabbli hafna Maltin,
din il-knisja hija maghrufa ahjar bhala ta’ Santu
Wistin (billi jmexxuha l-patrijiet Agostinjani, li
l-patrun taghhom huwa Santu Wistin, pero fir-
realta l-isem titulari taghha huwa San Mark).

Il-firmtal-periti ‘mc2’, gewinkarigatibiexjiehdu
hsieb il-progett tar-restawr, taht l-inkarigu
tal-Perit David Mifsud Parker, bl-expertise
tieghu fir-restawr. L-applikazzjaoni mal-MEPA
(illum il-PA), iddahhlet f'Marzu tal-2016, wara
preparazzjoni tad-dokumentazzjoni (damage
mapping) u survey drawings tal-faccata

ppreparati mill-Perit Vince Buhagiar fis-snin ta’
gabel. Wara diskussjonijiet fit-tul mal-ufficjali




tal-‘Heritage Unit’ fi hdan il-MEPA, il-permess
inhareg f’Gunju 2016.

Ir-restawr tal-faccata tal-Knisja nbeda bl-istess
procedura bhal Portico, id-dahla tal-Kunvent
propju, fejn wara li ddahhlet l-applikazzjoni
mal-MEPA (illum il-PA), tmexxa Il-process
sakemm hareg il-permess u nfethet is-sejha
ghat-tenders. Minn lista twila ta’ kuntratturi
ntghazlet il-kumpanija ‘Recoop’ ghat-tieni
darba. (Din hija kooperattiva ta’ nies b’hiliet u
professjonisti lokali li tispecjalizza fir-restawr
ta’ bini, pittura u diversi forom ta’ arti ohra).

Process tar-Restawr innifsu

Dan il-process jikkonsisti f’elenku tad-
diversi stadji li kellhom jigu iddettaljati f’dak
li nghidulu ‘Method Statement’ (process
tar-restawr) u li gie irregistrat fil-file mal-
MEPA(PA). Dawn tal-ahhar jiccekkjaw li
ahna ged nimxu mal-metodu li iddettaljajna
ahna stess. Dan normalment jigi ippreparat
mill-Perit inkarigat, b’konsultazzjoni mal-
kuntrattur imgabbad. Fi ftit kliem dawn il-
proc¢eduri huma dawn (i) tindif tal-fac¢ata bl-
ilma u tnehhija tal-imsiemer, wires u grampuni
li kienu twahhlu tul iz-Zminijiet; (ii) tnehhija
ta’ gebel perikoluz u mmermer u bdil tieghu;
(iii) tiswija ta’ xi gqsim u konsenturi b’tahlita
ta’ kolla u tajn apposta; (iii) ftuh tal-fili u tikhil
mill-gdid b’tahlita apposta skont is-sena u l-arti
tar-restawr; (iv) wara li jitlesta dan u jithalla
jinxef sew, (v) jigi xkatlat (il-fil biss) u jergghu
jduruh ghal xi irtokki li jkun baqa’. Barra dawn,
saru wkoll xoghlijiet ohra bhal injection ta’
epoxy resins u plastic repair f’xi fissuri u hsara
fil-fond fil-gebla.

Fl-ahhar jerga’ jsir hasil tal-faccata bl-ilma biex
jigi zvelat jekk ghadx hemm xi difetti ohra qabel
tinkixef. Dan kollu jigi dokumentat b’sensiela
ta’ ritratti professjonali u noti mehuda mill-
professjonisti, li juru kull stadju tar-restawr
kif sar, ghar-rekords, ghan-nies (patrijiet)
ta’ warajna, li forsi jkollhom bzZonn jaghmlu
xi opra ohra ta’ restawr fil-futur. Saret ukoll
installazzjoni gdida tad-dawl fuq il-faccata
b’konsultazzjoni ma’ terzi.

Proceduri Protettivi
Ta’ min jghid ukoll illi dan ix-xoghol, minhabba
l-gholitieghujrid isir minn fuq scaffolding armat
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apposta. (u dan itella’ 1-prezz mhux hazin).
Hemm l-obbligu legali li dan ix-xoghol kollu jrid
jitghatta, kif inhu mitlub mill-MEPA(PA), skont
Avviz Legali mahrug ri¢enti biex jigu evitati
trabijiet u inkonvenjenzi fl-inhawi. Kull xoghol
ta’ restawr illum il-gurnata jrid isir wara tila
apposta minsuga mal-iscaffolding, li tipprotegi
lin-nies li jghaddu qrib il-fac¢ata. Din ukoll
tipprotegi xi ftit lill-haddiema mill-elementi.

Ix-xoghlijiet tar-restawr inbeda f’'Dicembru
tal-2016, taht is-supervizjoni tal-Perit David
Mifsud Parker, minn ‘'mcc2’. Min-naha tal-MEPA
(PA), intbaghtu nies teknici mill-Heritage Unit,
fuq bazi regolari, biex jispezzjonaw u jaraw li
x-xoghlijiet kienu ged isiru skont il-‘Method
Statement’ iddikjarat mill-Periti.

Status illum, Marzu 2017

Bhalissa x-xoghol tlesta, u hekk giet zvelata
mill-gdid il-fac¢ata ‘gdida’ tal-Knisja San Mark,
ta’ Andrea Belli, ghat-tgawdija ta’ kulhadd.... u
b’hekk nistghu nghidu li l-holma sehhet tassew!

VINCE BUHAGIAR
MEMBRU
AGOSTINIAN CLOISTER FOUNDATION

Il-fac¢cata tal-knisja San Mark b’“wiéc¢” gdid
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MOGHDIJIET TA’ QDUSILIA
PASS PASS MAL-KALENDARJU LITURGIKU

AGOSTINJAN

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

23 ta’ April: Beata Elena Valentini ta’ Udine,
lajka agostinjana

[I-Beata Elena hija ezempju haj ta' kif
l-ispiritwalita Agostinjana nfirxet fost il-laj¢i
matul iz-Zminijiet, laj¢i li hadu din il-vokazzjoni
nisranija u Agostinjana taghhom b’serjeta
liema bhalha, b’tali mod li llum huma megjusa
bhala ezempju ta’ qdusija ghall-ohrajn. I1-Beata
Elena ghexet forma ta’ spiritwalita evangelika
b’'mod radikali, frott anke tal-kuntest religjuz
u soc¢jali ta’ Zzmienha. Bosta ghazliet li wettget
illum jafu jnaffruna, imma meta jittiehdu skont
il-kuntest li fihom ghexet u fid-dawl tal-forom
ta’ spiritwalita dominanti fi Zmienha, nistghu
naraw fihom il-valuri perenni, cioé dawk it-tip
ta’ valuri tal-Vangelju li jghoddu ghal kull Zmien
u ghal kulhadd.

Elena twieldet fil-kuntest ta’ familja benestanti
f’Udine, belt maghrufa ghall- gmiel kulturali
li hafna minnu ghadu jitgawda sal-lum.
Twieldet lejn 1-ahhar tas-seklu XIV, seklu li
ra fih hafna tibdil epokali; seklu li
fih naraw iz-zerriegha tal-epoka
moderna, li hija l-bazi tal-epoka
kontemporanja li nghixu fiha
ahna llum. Ta’ madwar 18-il
sena nghatat bi zwieg lil certu
nobbli Antonio Cavalcanti.
Jidher li kellha zwieg normali
u dan kien ghaliha Zmien ta’
certu livell ta’ hajja li tieghu,
aktar tard, xtaqget tpatti ghan-
nuqgqasijiet li setghet ghamlet.
Infatti, wara I-mewt ta’
zewgha fl-1414, u wara li rat
li s-sitt uliedha setghu jfendu
ghal rashom u setghu jkomplu
jikbru billi jghixu mill-gid tal-
familja, Elena irrinunzjat ghal
dak l-istil ta’ hajja li kienet
taghtiha tant kumdita, u
hadnet lil Gesu Kristu fuq il-
ghuda tas-salib.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Din il-bidla sehhet bil-gqawwa tal-kelma
gawwija waqt prietka tal-patri Agostinjan,
predikatur ta’ fama, Anglu ta’ San Severino, vir
magna sanctitatis (+1444), imsejjah fil-belt
ta’ Udine sabiex jaghmel numru ta’ prietki.
Permezz tal-kelma u l-ezempju gaddis ta’ dan
ir-religjuz Elena resqget lejn 1-Ordni Agostinjan
u iddecidiet li thaddan il-forma ta’ hajja li kienu
jhaddnu I-membri tat-Tielet Ordni Agostinjan:
talb, penitenza, servizz lejn il-proxxmu. FIl-
1446 Elena ghamlet il-professjoni taghha
bhala lajka Agostinjana, jigifieri saret taghmel
parti minn dawk il-laj¢i li kienu jixtiequ jagsmu
mal-patrijiet u s-sorijiet l-ispiritwalita tar-
Regola ta’ Santu Wistin filwaqt li jibqghu jghixu
fis-so¢jeta. Dawn il-laj¢i Agostinjani, jew Kkif
kienu maghrufa, terzjarji, kienu bhal fergha li
nibtet mill-Ordnijiet Mendikanti (Frangiskani,
Dumnikani, Agostinjani, Karmelitani).

Elena hadet din il-vokazzjoni taghha b'impenn
kbir, waqt li gharfet li l-fatt li bhala lajka
Agostinjana setghet taghmel hafna gid
ghaliha nnifisha u ghall-ohrajn.
Ghazlet is-servizz  tal-offerta
taghha nnifisha f’hajja ta’
penitenza u tghakkis. Ghall-
ewwel snin kienet tghix ma’
ohtha, li wkoll kienet terzjarja,
imma anke meta sfat wehidha,
gatt ma marret lura mill-
fedelta lejn is-sejha li tkun
lajka Agostinjana. L-ghazliet

W penitenzjali kienu radikali,
§ frott il-kuntest  spiritwali
(hekk imsejha movimenti

l penitenzjali) taz-zmien: kienet
tghix fuq hobz u ilma, waqt li
irriduciet il-bzonnijiet taghha
| ghall-iktar essenzjal possibbli,
torqod fuq ftit tiben... Bhala
tpattija ghall-istil ta’ hajja
komda li kienet tghix qabel
ghazlet li tissieheb aktar ma’
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Kristu billi mieghu tagsam it-tbatijiet b’'mod
kostanti. Dan kienet taghmlu billi fiz-zarbun
tqgieghed tlieta u tletin Zrara ckejkna, b’tifkira
tas-snin li matulhom Kristu terraq f’din id-dinja.
Bhal kull persuna ohra, anke Elena, minkejja
I-fatt li tghannget ma’ Kristu, ghaddiet minn
mumenti ta’ krizi. F'dawn il-mumenti, minflok
iccedi kienet titlob aktar qawwa u zzid fid-doza
tal-penitenzi. Ghal aktar minn tnax-il sena, bil-
permess tal-Proving¢jal tal-Agostinjani, ghamlet
vot tas-silenzju, li kienet tissospendi biss fi
zmien il-Milied meta kienet tiltaga’ ma’ wliedha
u l-familji taghhom. Frott ta’ din il-hajja iebsa
kienet il-konsolazzjoni li kienet tirc¢ievi mis-
sema f’'mumenti qawwija ta’ kontemplazzjoni
tal-misteri tal-fidwa u tal-imhabba ta’ Alla.
Ghal din I-imhabba hija stinkat, hekk li x-xewqa
wahdanija taghha kienet li tinghaqad ma’ Alla-
Imhabba ghal dejjem. Din ix-xewqa sehhet fit-23
ta’ april 1458. Il-kult lejha ta¢-cittadini ta’ Udine
u z-zoni tal-madwar kibret tali mod li mill-ewwel
bdiet tissejjah “beata” mill-poplu. Dan il-kult
popolari gie approvat mill-Papa Piju IX f1-1848.
[1-fdalijiet tal-Beata Elena huma esposti ghall-
gima tal-poplu fil-knisja ta’ S. Lucija f’Udine.

[I-hajja tal-Beata Elena, li fid-dettalji taghha
nistghu nqisuha 1li hija 'l boghod mis-
sensibilita ta’ Zminijietna, imma li fil-valuri
li tipproponilna hija hafna qrib taghna: it-
tfittxija tal-kuntentizza u l-mistrieh tal-qgalb
f’Alla; 1-ghazla ghall-essenzjal tal-hajja, hielsa
mit-toqol ta’ mundanita zZejda; l-attenzjoni
wahdanija ghal Alla hekk kif jimmanifesta
ruhu lilna fil-persuni ta’ madwarna, e¢¢. Mara
ta’ qawwa spiritwali liema bhalha gharfet li
l-vokazzjoni ta’ hajjitha setghet issib il-milja
taghha billi issir lajka Agostinjana, hekk li
l-impenn ghall-hajja nisranija aktar perfetta
seta’ jkun xprunat u mwiezen bl-ispiritwalita
Agostinjana.

26 ta’ April: Il-Vergni Imqgaddsa Marija,
Omm tal-Parir it-Tajjeb

II-gieh li ged naghtu llum lill-Vergni Marija
taht it-titlu ta’ Omm tal-Parir it-Tajjeb, jghinna
naghrfu lil Kristu bhala dak li jmexxina. Dan it-
titlu, imxerred mill-Ordni Agostinjan madwar
id-dinja kollha, ghandu l-gheruq tieghu fir-
rahal ¢kejken ta’ Genazzano (qrib Ruma). Nhar
il-25 ta’ April tas-sena 1467, intlemhet fuq
hajt tal-knisja tal-Agostinjani xbieha antika
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L-affresk tal-Madonna f’Genazzano

tal-Madonna thaddan b’tant imhabba lil binha
Gest. Dan l-affresk mill-ewwel gibed ghadd ta’
pellegrini u bdew jinqalghu l-grazzji. Sal-lum
il-harsa ta’ Marija ghadha timla l-qlub ta’ dawk
kollha li jersqu lejha b’fidu¢ja li minn ghandha
ser jaqilghu d-Dawl, Kristu 1-Mulej, il-Kunsillier
tal-ghageb.

Nersqu lejha bil-fidu¢ja kollha ghax hi
tiggwidana kull darba li tlissen f’qalbna:
“Aghmlu dak li jghidilkom hu”.

11 ta’ Mejju: Beatu Gregorju Celli, religjuz
[1-hajja tal-Beatu Gregorju hija tahlita ta’ verita
storika u leggenda. Dan ghaliex ma waslux sa
ghandna dokumenti ta’ Zmienu u l-bijografiji
dwaru huma pjuttost tardivi. Hekk ghandna
l-kundizzjonijiet adatti sabiex fl-agjografija
(jigifieri 1-kitbiet fuq il-hajja tal-qaddis) insibu
din it-tahlita interessanti li fiha, aktar ma
jghaddi Zmien, aktar isir difficli taghraf il-veru
mill-isthajjil. Wiehed irid jiftakar li I-agjografija
medjevali ma ghandhiex bhala ghan li tghid il-
verita, skont il-Kkriterji taghna tal-lum, imma
pjuttost li tipprezenta mudell ta’ qdusija.

Li huwa Zgur hu l-fatt li dan il-beatu jghaqqad
flimkien Zewg epoki importanti tal-istorja,
jigifieri 1-hekk imsejha preistorja Agostinjana
u l-istorja vera u proprja tal-Ordni minn wara
t-twaqqif tieghu fl-1244. Il-beatu Gregorju
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seta’ jghaqqad dawn iz-zewg Zminijiet distinti
minhabba l-hajja twila li ghex, billi jidher li
miet wara li qabez sewwa l-mitt sena.

Twieled ghall-habta tal-1225 fil-belt ta’
Verrucchio, qrib il-belt portwali ta’ Rimini, fejn
probabilment trabba f’familja pjuttost komda,
dan ghaliex l-ghejun bijografi¢i jsemmu li
l-genituri tieghu xtaquh isir avukat, fuq il-passi
ta’ missieru. F'rahal twelidu kien hemm kunvent
imwaqqfin mill-beatu Gwanni Bono u li fl-
1256 kellhom jinghaqdu mal-Ordni tal-Eremiti
ta’ Santu Wistin ta’ Tuscia sabiex jiffurmaw
- flimkien ma’ ghadd ta’ kongregazzjonijiet
ohrajn - 1-Ordni tal-Eremiti ta’ Santu Wistin.
[I-beatu Gregorju ghex din l-esperjenza ta’
formazzjoni tal-Ordni Agostinjan: dahal mal-
Gamboniti imma miet fl-Ordni ta’ S. Wistin.

Ghexl-ewwel Zmien ta’ hajtu fil-kongregazzjoni
tal-Gamboniti, ghal xi Zmien anke fl-istess
komunita fejn kien jghix il-fundatur taghhom
f’Cesena. Qabel ghamel il-professjoni halla gidu
kollu ghall-kunvent ta’ Verruchio. Gregorju kien
religjuz li ha bis-serjeta l-formazzjoni tieghu, u
dan il-fatt ghen sabiex jinghazel mis-Superjur
Generali tal-Gamboniti sabiex Gregorju jahdem
kontra l-erezija tal-Katari, tant mifruxa f’dik
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iz-zona tal-Italja. Hekk ghadda parti kbira
ta’ hajtu, jipprietka bil-kelma u bl-ezempiju,
tant li kien jigbed lejh - minghajr ma jrid -
l-ammirazzjoni u l-gieh tal-popolazzjoni. Diga
anzjan, fis-sena tal-ewwel Gublew tal-Istorja
tal-Knisja, jigifieri dak tal-1300, huwa mar
Ruma bhala pellegrin fuq l-ogbra tal-appostli
Pietru u Pawlu. Kellu okkazjoni li jiltaga’ mal-
General tal-Agostinjani, il-Beatu Wistin minn
Tarano u mieghu gasam il-holma li, issa li
temm il-hidma tal-predikazzjoni, jirtira f’xi
post izolat bhala eremita. Il-General tah il-
permess mehtieg hekk li Gregorju rega’ lura
ghall-vokazzjoni ewlenija tieghu, dik li jkun
f’komunita ta’ eremiti Agostinjani fejn 1-ewwel
missjoni taghhom tkun il-hajja ta’ gabra, talb
u kontemplazzjoni. Ta’ aktar minn mitt sena
halla din id-dinja fis-sena 1343. Dwar il-mewt
tieghu l-istorja tithallat aktar mal-isthajjil, tant
li jinghad li I-gisem tieghu ttiehed fuq dahar ta’
hmara minn qrib Rieti ghal Verrucchio, rahal
twelidu, fejn hemm iltlaga’ bid-daqq festiv tal-
gniepen u l-ghageb tan-nies, li b’qima difnuh
taht l-altar tal-Knisja. Jinghad li anke 1-hmara li
fugha ghamel il-vjagg sthaqqilha difna specjali,
b’rikonoxximent ghal dan l-agir taghha.

Minkejja li jidher li kien ibbeatifikat fl-1357,
minhabba 1li kienu ntilfu d-dokumenti li
jaghtu xhieda ghal dan, fl-1757 rega’ sar il-
process ghall-konferma tal-kult tieghu ab
immemorabili. Klement XIV irrikonoxxa 1-kult
tieghu f1-1769. 1l-fdalijiet tieghu ghadhom sal-
lum fil-knisja ta’ Santu Wistin f’Verrucchio.

L-ewlenin gaddisin tal-Ordni Agostinjan huma
mezz sabiex 1-Agostinjani ta’ kull Zmien isibu
l-gheruq tal-vokazzjoni taghhom. Il-Beatu
Gregorju huwa ezempju car ta’ dan, billi f’dak
li nafu dwar il-hajja tieghu, naraw maghqudin
haga wahda x-xewqa gqgawwija ta’ hajja
kontemplattiva mal-azzjoni u l-predikazzjoni
f’qadi tal-poplu ta’ Alla.

4 ta’ Gunju: Beatu Gakbu ta’ Viterbo, isqof

Huma pjuttost skarsi l-hjiel ta’ taghrif dwar it-
tfulija tal-Beatu Gakbu. Ghalkemm xi bijografi
kitbu 1li kien jaghmel parti minn familja
importanti f'Viterbo, dik tal-Capocci, ma jidhirx
li dan huwa sostenibbli mid-dokumentazzjoni
l-aktar antika. Twieled ghall-habta tas-sena
1255, fil-belt storika ta’ Viterbo, dags 80 km
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fit-tramuntana ta’ Ruma. F’'Viterbo sa mill-
medjuevu kien hemm kunvent importanti
tal-Agostinjani iddedikat lis-SS.ma Trinita,
b’komunita pjuttost numeruza impenjata fl-
istudju u fl-evangelizzazzjoni. Ghall-habta tas-
sena 1270, zgur imhajjar mill-ezempju tajjeb
komunita, fejn irc¢ieva l-ewwel formazzjoni u
l-libsa Agostinjana. Aktar tard intbaghat ikompli
l-istudju fl-aktar sede prestigjuza fl-Ewropa
ta’ dak iz-zmien, l-Universita ta’ Parigi. Hemm
ghadda hames snin u bi frott ghall-istudju li
wettaq irc¢ieva t-titlu ta’ Lettur flI-1283, filwaqt
li beda Il-karriera tat-taghlim tat-teologija
f’diversi kunventi tal-Provin¢ja Rumana.

Sentejn wara rega’ ntbaghat Parigi biex ikompli
l-istudji teologici sakemm ha t-titlu ta’ Majjistru
fis-Sagra Teologija fl-1293. II-Pirjol Generali,
il-maghruf Egidju Romano, ex-kattedratiku tal-
Universita ta’ Parigi (1285) ra f'Gakbu d-doti
mehtiega ghall-kariga importanti hafna fl-Ordni
li fugha kienet tholl u torbot il-kwalita ta’ ghadd
gmielu ta’ Agostinjani zghazagh: infatti ghazel lil
Gakbu sabiex imexxi d-dar tal-istudji Agostinjani
f’Parigi stess. Kien f’dan iz-zmien li kiteb diversi
opri u trattati teologici, li sfortunatament ma
waslux sa zmienna. Ma nafux ezattament kemm
dam jaqdi dan is-servizz fil-kapitali tar-renju
Franciz, billi l-istudjuzi mhux ilkoll jagblu. Li
hu zgur huwa li rega’ lura fil-Provin¢ja tieghu
f-1300. I1-Pirjol Generali Wistin minn Tarano
baghtu jghallem fid-Dar tal-Istudji tal-Ordni
f’Napli, izda ma damx wisq jaqdi din il-kariga
importanti ghaliex il-Papa Bonifacju VIII ghazlu
bhala isqof ta’ Napli.

Din il-kariga ta’ raghaj spiritwali ta’ belt
tant importanti, dak iz-Zmien immexxija
mill-Angjuvini, ghamlet minn Gakbu figura
ta’ piz morali u intellettwali enormi, tant li
kien kunsillier ta’ Karlu II ta’ Angio u ta’ ibnu
Robertu. Kien fi zmien l-episkopat ta’ Gakbu li
nbdiet ir-rikostruzzjoni tal-kattidral ta’ Napli.
Minkejja dawn l-impenji, ma naqsux trattati
teologi¢i marbutin ma’ dan iz-zmien ta’ hajtu,
l-aktar importanti t-trattat dwar it-tmexxija
nistranija (De regimine christiano), l-opra
l-aktar importanti u l-ewwel trattat sistematiku
dwar il-Knisja (ekklezjologija). Dan inkiteb fil-
kuntest tat-tagbida li kien hemm bejn il-Papa
Bonifa¢ju VIII u l-imperatur tas-“Sacro Romano

Impero” Filippu s-Sabih. Gakbu kien sostenitur
akkanit tal-poter assolut u universali tal-Papa.
L-influwenzali dan it-trattat kellu fis-sekli XIV u
XV kienet kbira. Lil Gakbu ta’ Viterbo nghatawlu
diversi titli, uhud f’hajtu ohrajn wara mewtu:
doctor inventivus, doctor gratiosus, u l-aktar
doctor speculativus u doctor singularissimus.

Wara hajja ta’ hidma iddedikata ghar-ricerka u
t-taghlim u ghas-servizz tal-Knisja, l-ezistenza
fuq din l-art ta’ Gakbu ta’ Viterbo ntemmet
probabilment lejn tmiem is-sena 1307. Fl-
ahhar mill-ahhar ix-xewqa kbira tieghu kienet
li jinghaqad ma’ Dak li tant fittex u sab fl-istudji
tieghu! Il-kult lejn il-persuna tieghu u lejn il-
hajja qaddisa li ghex infirex mal-Ordni kollu,
f’Napli fejn kien isqof u f’Viterbo fejn twieled.
Bosta huma x-xhieda ikonografi¢i ta’ din il-
fama ta' qdusija. Minkejja kollox, il-kult ab
immemorabili tempore kien ikkonfermat biss
fl-1911.

Ghall-membri tal-Ordni Agostinjan il-Beatu
Gakbu jibga' ezempju dejjiemi ta’ kif il-hidma
akkademika tista’ u ghandha tkun ghas-
servizz tal-Evangelju, b’tali mod li ssir tassew
hidma pastorali. L-ezempju ta’ hajja ghanja
intellettwalment, imma fuq kollox umli fl-
ispirtu li jaghtina l-Beatu Gakbu twassal f’"dawk
li jammirawh ix-xewqa li jfittxu dejjem ahjar lil
Alla, mhux biss bil-fidi, imma wkoll bil-mezzi
tar-raguni.
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NIBNU L-MEMORIJA FLIMKIEN

IL-KARDINAL PROSPERO GRECH - AGOSTINJAN
“JINTERESSANI LI JIENA AGOSTINJAN U
SACERDOT MILLI KARDINAL”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

II-Kardinal Prosperu f’jum l-ewwel
tqarbina

Waqt li fil-bidu ta’ din is-sena kont Ruma
minhabba laqghat tas-Segretarji Provin¢jali tal-
Ordni, hsibt li niltaga’ mal-Kardinal Grech biex
permezz ta’ intervista mieghu jagsam maghna
dagsxejn minn hajtu stess. [1-Kardinal Prospero
bhalissa jinsab fil-kunvent taghna I-Agostinjani
f’Ruma, ezattament wara l-kolonnat ta’ San
Pietru fil-Vatikan. Ilu jghix f’dan l-istess kunvent
ghal snin twal u li kien hawnhekk meta I-Papa
Benedittu XVI, wara l-Angelus tal-Hadd tas-6
ta’ Jannar 2012 habbru li kien ser ikun wiehed
mit-22 maghzula ghall-Kullegg tal-Kardinali. I1-
Kardinal Grech twieled fis-sena 1925 u dahal fl-
Ordni Agostinjan fl-1943 u gie Ordnat Sacerdot
fil-25 ta’ Marzu 1950

Il-familja - l-imhabba
l-ambjent religjuz

Id-diskussjoni taghna bdiet fuq il-familja li
fiha sa mill-bidu nett halliet influwenza kbira
fil-hajja tal-Kardinal Prospero: “ahna, flimkien
mal-genituri tieghi ghexna 1-Birgu sal-gwerra,
il-gwerra mal-Italja. Kien hawnhekk li I-familja

lejn l-istudju u

HOLAA BEINIETNA,

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

II-Kardinal Prosperu flimkien ma’
ommu

tieghi kienet kriet dar f’H’Attard. Hawnhekk
konna morna flimkien: il-genituri flimkien ma’
hut il-mama u zewg zijiet: Moses Gatt u Robert
Gatt. Kien hawnhekk]lil-papa tieghi gie mibghut
Lixandra ma’ tad-Dockyard fejn hawnhekk
dam hames snin. Kien minhabba f’hekk, fin-
nuqqgas tal-papa tieghi sibt ghajnuna kbira,
f’dak li ghandu x’jagsam mal-istudju, miz-zijiet
Moses u Robert sakemm wasalt biex naghmel
il-matrikola. Kien b’'mod spe¢jali z-ziju Moses
li kien Trejdunjonista, ghinni biex naqra hafna”.
Dan iz-ziju darba kien offrielu ktieb u fejn qallu
li jekk jaqrah kollu kien ser jaghtih six pence.
Jirrakkonta 1-Kardinal Prospero li: “Jien mhux
biss grajtu kollu imma kwazi tghallimtu bl-
amment!”. Din l-esperjenza ghenetlill- Kardinal
Prospero biex jaqra u jaqra kemm jiflah.
Flimkien mal-kugini tieghu kiber ukoll f’dan
l-ambjent ta’ studju. Kienu dawn il-persuni li
ghenuh biex jifforma l-karattru tieghu u b’'mod
spec¢jali fl-imhabba tieghu lejn l-istudju u dak
tal-gari. Kien Zmien tal-addolexxenza tieghu u
li ghaldagstant frott ta’ dan l-ambjent ta’ studju
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u ta’ diversi konverzazzjonijiet fuq livelli socjali
u dawk politici, jistqarr li f'dan iz-zmien: “is-
sigra jew tikber sew jew titghawweg!” F’'dan
l-ambjent sab ukoll formazzjoni qawwija
religjuza: “kull nhar ta’ Gimgha ghall-grar, il-
Hadd ghall-quddies ujekktista’ tisma’l-quddies
u titgarben kuljum, ahjar” Fil-Birgu jiftakar li
meta kien ikun hemm il-vjatku, kienet iddoqq
il-qanpiena tal-knisja, kulhadd kien jigri lejn il-
knisja biex jaghtuhom il-fanali halli lkoll kienu
jmorru f'purcissjoni lejn fejn ikun hemm il-
marid: “il-Kappillan jew il-Qassis jidhol wahdu
fid-dar biex jamministra s-sagrament filwaqt
li kulhadd jistenna barra... jiena kbirt f’dan
l-ambjent”.

L-ewwel vokazzjoni
Wagqt li kien gieghed jilghab il-biljard fl-Azzjoni
Kattolika ghaddielu f'mohhu dan il-hsieb:
“jekk jiena rrid insalva, irrid insir Qassis”. Dan
gieh f'mohhu meta kien ghad ghandu hdax-
il sena. Wara li kompla l-istudji tieghu, dahal
l-Universita fejn ghal sena ghamel il-Medicina.
Matul dan iz-zmien, kien ukoll fl-Army fejn
tlett ijiem kien ikun l-Universita u t-tlett ijiem
l-ohra kien jintbaghat fuq il-Batterija. Kien
hawnhekk jiftakar li: “darba, meta kont gieghed
f'passiggata, regghet gietni dik l-idea/sejha”.
B’permezz tal-ghajnuna tal-kugin tieghu, P.
David Gatt, Agostinjan, gie pprezentat lill-
Provingjal ta’ dak iz-zmien: P. Evodju Bonnici.
Jiftakar f’din l-ewwel laggha fejn il-Proving¢jal
gallu li ser ikollu jiknes il-kamra hu stess u
bhala ikel hemm il-bulubif: “niknes il-kamra
mdorri naghmlu ta’ kuljum id-dar
ta’ ommi u rigward l-ikel, jiena
l-bulubif inhobbu hafna”. Kien
bizzejjed ghal Patri Evodju biex
jitbissem. Kien hawnhekk ukoll
fejn talbu biex jaqra mill-brevjar
wahda mil-lezzjonijiet twal tal-
Uffi¢ju tal-Qari. Wara hawnhekk
mar mill-ewwel ghan-Novizzjat
fil-kunvent taghna l-Agostinjani
f’"Ghawdex. Kien f’dan iz-zmien,
jiftakar il-Kardinal Prospero, li:
“il-mama gietha tajba, filwaqt li
jiena kont il-kunvent hija setghet
tmur hdejn missieri f’Lixandra...
kellha mohhha kwiet li jiena kont
gieghed xi mkien”.

In-Novizzjat

Jitkellem fuq is-Surmast, P. Wig Cachia li kien
bniedem twajjeb. Kien hawnhekk, fin-Novizzjat
hass gibda kbira lejn is-Salmi jew ahjar kif
gal hu stess: “innamrajt mas-Salmi”. Kien
b’permezz tal-ktieb tal-Patri Tonna Barthet,
ktieb fuq is-Salmi spjegati skont Santu Wistin,
fejn il-Kardinal Prospero impika mieghu nnifsu
li kuljum jaghmel paraphrase ta’ Salm wiehed:
fi kliemu kien jikteb dak li fehem fuq is-Salm
li kien qara. Dan l-istudju fuq is-Salmi kien
tant ghal qalbu, meta s-Surmast kien jaghtih
xi penitenza kien jitolbu biex f’dik il-gurnata
ma jaghmilx l-istudju fuq s-Salmi. Dawn il-
paraphrases tas-Salmi kollha, il-lum jinsabu
legati f’pitazz fejn qieghed fl-arkivju tal-Ordni
gewwa Ruma u li huwa miktub b’idejh stess.
Kien f’din is-sena tan-Novizzjat, kull gimgha
kien imur P. Tonna Barthet biex ikellimhom
fuq Santu Wistin: “kien hu li kien habbibna
ma’ Santu Wistin ghaliex huwa, fis-snin
Taljani bdew jiddivulgaw lil Santu Wistin”.
Kien P. Barthet li ghazel biex jikteb fuq De Vita
Cristiana, din 1-opra li kitibha bil-Latin u li giet
ippubblikata b’diversi lingwi. Huwa f’dan il-
ktieb fejn issib sintesi tal-Axxetika Agostinjana.
Kienu dawn il-lagghat ta’ formazzjoni fin-
Novizzjat li bagghu immarkati sew fil-mohh u
l-qalb tal-Kardinal Prospero Grech: imhabba
lejn I-Iskrittura u lejn il-kitbiet ta’ Santu Wistin.
Dan kollu sehh meta hawn Malta kienet ghadha
ghaddejja l-gwerra.

I1-Filosofija u t-Teologija

Wara li spi¢éa n-Novizzjat, il-
Kardinal Prospero gie mibghut
fil-Kunvent ta’ San Mark, ir-Rabat
Malta fejn hawnhekk ghamel il-
Filosofija. Wara sentejn Filosofija
u fejn il-gwerra kienet spiccat
ghal kollox, fis-sena 1946, gie
mibghut Ruma fil-Kullegg Santa
Monika biex ikompli I-istudji
tieghu, din id-darba fit-Teologija
u wara fil-Gregorjana fejn ghamel
il-Licenzjat fit-Teologija. Kien
hawnhekk ukoll fejn ghamel it-
Tezi ghad-Dottorat. Matul dan iz-
zmien ghamel ukoll tliet snin ohra
fl-Istitut Bibliku sakemm huwa
ha 1-Li¢enzja fil-Kotba Mqaddsa.




Dan l-interess lejn il-Bibbja gej minn hafna
qabel, meta kien ghadu ckejken: “meta konna
f’H’Attard, iz-ziju li kien jogghod maghna kien
jitlobni biex naqra 1-Bibbja kuljum, u dan kont
naghmlu fil-prezenza tieghu”.

Minn Ruma ghal Malta, minn Malta ghall-
Ingilterra u wara Malta mill-gdid

Wara li spi¢¢a minn dawn l-istudji, il-Kardinal
Prospero irritorna Malta fejn ghal matul
sentejn kien jghallem fit-Training College
tas-Sorijiet. Kien matul dan iz-zmien fejn
irnexxielu jircievi scholarship fil-British
Council’s Scolarship f'Oxford. Studja hawnhekk
I-Ebrajk kif ukoll l-Education. Meta Kkien
ser jispi¢ca dan l-ischolarship, il-Professur
Aquilina dahal f’kuntatt mal-Kardinal Grech
fejn talbu biex jitkellem mal-Professur Arberry
f’Cambridge, dan li kien Professur tal-Gharbi u
tal-Persjan u li kien gieghed ifittex lil xi hadd
biex jghinu fil-Malti. F’'Cambrige kellu jaghmel
sena ohra fejn flimkien mal-Professur Arberry
kitbu zewg kotba: Antologija tal-Letteratura
Maltija u l-iehor, Dun Karm, Poet of Malta li
f’dan tal-ahhar, il-Kardinal Prospero ghamel
introduzzjoni twila sewwa jitkellem fuq il-
lingwa Maltija. Dan il-ktieb, li nkiteb fl-1958
u li kien gie ppubblikat fl-1961, kien fil-hsieb
biex jinghata bhala rigal lil Dun Karm fl-gheluq
id-90 sena tieghu. Dan ma sehhx ghaliex xahar
qabel ma dan il-ktieb gie ippubblikat, Dun
Karm kien miet.

Lura Malta, jiltaga’ mal-Professur Saydon li
kien jghallem I-Iskrittura fl-Universita u li kien
ser jispicca, jitlob lill-Kardinal Prospero biex
ikompli l-istudju tieghu, din id-darba bit-Tezi
fl-Iskrittura. Kien hawnhekk, fl-1961, jirritorna
mill-gdid Ruma biex jahdem fuq it-Tezi tieghu.

Segretariju fil-Vatikan

Sitt xhur wara li kien Ruma, gie msejjah fil-
Vatikan fejn il-Kardinal Vallier kien qieghed
ifittex segretarju tieghu. F’'din il-hidma bhala
segretarju, kellu z-zmien ukoll biex jikteb, jghid
il-Kardinal Prospero.

Patri Agostino Trapé

Mal-ghazla tal-General il-gdid, Patri Agostino
Trapé, f1-1962, il-Kardinal Prospero gie msejjah
biex ikompli I-hidma tieghu fil-Kullegg ta’ Santa
Monika f’'Ruma, din id-darba bhala Presidai

MMA

tal-Istudji tat-Teologija. Ir-relazzjoni ta’ bejn
Patri Trapé u dik tal-Kardinal Prospero kienet
gawwija: “missieri u hija fl-istess waqt... kien
dak li influwenzani hafna... mieghu kont nista’
niftah galbi kompletament”. Kien f’dan iz-
zmien, Patri Trapé u l-Kardinal Prospero hargu
bl-idea tal-Fondazzjoni tal-Istitut Patristiku
Agostinjan, l-ewwel u l-uniku Istitut li kien
u li ghadu jezisti. Jistqarr li biex twaqqaf dan
I-Istitut kien hemm hafna intoppi, bsaten fir-
roti l-aktar minn Agostinjani stess: hafna qtigh
ta’ qalb. Dan I-Istitut tal-Patrologija twaqqaf
fis-sena 1970 u li kellu bhala 1-ewwel Presidai
tieghu lill-Kardinal Prospero. It-tfixkil kien
hemm ukoll minn Istituti ohrajn. Ghaldagstant,
kien f’dan iz-zmien biex filwaqt li 1-Biblicum
jispecjalizza fl-Iskrittura u l-Gregorjana f’dik
li hija Teologija, I-Istitut taghna l-Agostinjana
jispecjalizza f’dik li hija Patrologija.

Fil-Kongregazzjoni tal-Qaddisin

[I-Kardinal Prospero, ghal matul sena hadem
f'din il-Kongregazzjoni u minhabba d-Dritt
Kanoniku ma seta’ jithem xejn! Kien minhabba
f’hekk fejn talab biex ikollu xoghol differenti.

Wara 1-Koncilju Vatikan II

Wahda mix-xewqat tal-Koncilju kienet fuq
ir-renovazzjoni tal-istudju fit-Teologija.
HawnheKkk, il-Kardinal Prospero kellu sehem
gawwi fil-kumitat li kien twaqqaf ta’ wara
I-Kon¢ilju f'dik hekk imsejha Sapientia
Christiana.

Professur Ruma

[I-Kardinal Prospero kien jghallem fl-
Agostinianum, fil-Lateranukifukollfil-Biblicum.
F’dan tal-ahhar ghamel 32 sena jghallem. Fil-
Lateran ghamel 22 sena F'dan iz-Zmien ukoll
ghamel studji bejn il-Gdid Testment u s-Santi
Padri, studju intensiv taz-zmien is-Seklu II u
dak tat-III.

Papiet li maghhom iltaqa’ u hadem
[t-tifkira tal-Kardinal Prospero fuq il-Papiet,
tmur lura mill-Papa Piju XII

[I-Papa Pawlu VI: “waqt il-Konklavi, saghtejn
gabel ma sar Papa, kont jien li qarartu...
sikwit kont niltaga’ mieghu minhabba li kont
nahdem fis-Sagristija tal-Vatikan”. Gwanni
Pawlu I: “konna qisna zewg ahwa”. Kull darba
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li 1-Kardinal Luc¢jani kien imur Ruma kien
joqghod Santa Monika ghandna l-Agostinjani.
Meta dan intghazel Papa, Prospero kien
gie mitlub mis-Segretarju tieghu li kien ser
jirritorna lejn Venezja ghal kollox, biex ikun hu
s-Segretarju 1-gdid tal-Papa Gwanni Pawlu I.
Filwaqt li I-Kardinal Prospero talab biex ikollu
ftit taz-zmien biex jahseb fuq din l-istedina, il-
Papa Gwanni Pawlu I kien lahaq miet.

Ir-relazzjoni ta’
Prospero

[I-Papa  Benedittu XVI.  Flimkien ma’
Razinger ghamel 22 sena jahdem mieghu fil-
Kongregazzjoni tal-Fidi. Bhal Papa Gwanni Pawlu
I, il-Papa Benedittu XVI halla marka gqawwija
fuqu. Kull darba li kien jiltaga’ mieghu kien
jistagsih kemm ghandu zmien (dak iz-zZmien,
il-Kardinal Prospero kellu 86 sena): “darba,
jistqarr il-Kardinal Prospero, is-segretarja tal-
PapaBenedittu XVI qaltlulil-Papakien stagsieha
fuqu rigward fejn qieghed, x’qed naghmel”. Kien
hawnhekk]lil-Kardinal Prospero ghaddielu minn
rasu ghalfejn dawn il-mistogsijiet kollha: “meta
ghaddieli s-suspett li jista’ jaghmilni Kardinal,
tkexkixt. U dan ghaliex, ghedt lili nnifsi li ser
nitlef issa I-liberta tieghi... u hekk gara!” Kien
fl-20 ta’ Dicembru 2011 meta s-Segretarju tal-
[stat tal-Vatikan, il-Kardinal Bertone, ¢empillu
biex jghaddilu l-ahbar tal-ghazla tieghu bhala
Kardinal: “jekk ma naccettax, jew joqtluni
l-Agostinjani jew il-Maltin” haseb bejnu u bejn
ruhu. Meta qal lill-Kardinal Bertone li jaccetta,
l-istess Kardinal qal lill-Kardinal Prospero:
Senti Prospero, ma adesso non deve andare piu
in vespa... jirrakkonta l-Kardinal Prospero bid-
dahq ghaliex kull fejn kien imur kont dejjem
tarah ghaddej b’din il-lambretta. Hawnhekk,
biex jiccajta wiegeb: “hares, jekk ghandi naghzel
il-vespa mill-kardinalat, naghzel il-vespa!”

Razinger mal-Kardinal

II-Kardinal Prospero fil-Konklavi

Meta 1-Papa Benedittu XVI talab ir-rizenja
tieghu minn Papa, il-Kardinal Bertone cempel
lill-Kardinal Prospero biex jitkellem mieghu.
Kien hawnhekk fejn talbu biex jaghmel it-
tahdita tal-bidu tal-Konklavi: id-diskors ta’
orjentament: “interessanti, stqarr il-Kardinal
Prospero, ma nistax nivvota ghall-Papa imma
kont nista’ nghidilhom kif jistghu jivvutaw!”
Wara li 1-Kardinal Bergolio lahaq Papa, il-
Kardinal Prospero kien iltaga’ mieghu fil-
Parrocca ta’ Sant’Anna fil-Vatikan u fejn kien
qallu: “Inti kont ghamiltilna diskors tajjeb
hafna, imma, ara ftit x’hareg minnu!”... jipponta
ghal sidru “ara ftit x’hareg minnu!” Hawnhekk,
il-Kardinal Prospero, bl-istil tieghu umoristiku
wiegbu: “mhux kulhadd huwa infallibbli
bhalek, zbalji jiena naghmel!”. Hawnhekk it-
tnejn infexxew jidhqu flimkien, jistqarr il-
Kardinal Prospero. Darba ohra, meta l-Papa
Frangisku mar iqaddes fil-Knisja ta’ Santo
Agostino, matul il-Kapitlu Generali f’Ruma,
wara l-quddiesa, il-Papa Frangisku jghid lill-
Kardinal Prospero: “nispera li ma ghamiltx
xi zball”. It-twegiba tal-Kardinal Prospero:
“isma’, jekk tibqa’ sejjer hekk tghidli qalbi li ser
tispicca is-Santo Ufficio!” Mument iehor ta’ ¢ajt
u fejn il-Papa Frangisku u 1-Kardinal Prospero
jidhqu flimkien.

II-Kardinal Prospero, bniedem ta’ 92 sena
b’'messagg ghalina llum

“Il-hajja Nisranija ghandha l-ups and downs
taghha. Wara 1-Koncilju Vatikan II, il-
Knisja kienet ghaddejja wkoll minn taqlib.
Naturalment, esperjenzi li lili gasmuli
ruhi. Biss, il-princ¢ipju tieghi dejjem Kkien
wiehed: halli d-dinja tghid imma inti ibga’
miexi! Naturalment, kien hemm mumenti
fejn zbaljajt. Bid-don tat-talb u dak tal-
perseveranza stajt nimxi 'l quddiem... I-unika
haga huwa t-talb.”

[I-Kardinal Prospero sar Kardinal u li skontu,
minhabba din l-ghazla kellu jitlef il-liberta
tieghu, biss, il-fatt li baqa’ jghix fl-istess kamra
u fl-istess kunvent, dan id-don tal-liberta baqa’
fih: “ghalija izjed jinteressani li jiena Agostinjan
u Sacerdot milli Kardinal... il-fatt li ghadni
hawnhekk fil-kunvent, nista’ nghix flimkien
mal-ohrajn!”




MILL-KUNVENT

MADONNA TAL-PARIR IT-TAJJEB - PACEVILLE

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Matul ix-xahar ta’ Frar, fil-knisja tqassam
matul il-quddies kollu ta’ matul tmiem il-
gimgha |-Ktieb ta’ Fra Grazzja Gauci, “Il-
Bniedem Tajjeb u Twajjeb ma’ Kulhadd u Qaddej
Fidil tal-Evangelju”. Dan il-ktieb tqassam ukoll
lil tant gruppi li jigu minn irhula ohra biex
jiccelebraw l-Ewkaristija fil-knisja taghna.
B’din il-hidma 1-hajja ta’ Fra Grazzja ssir aktar
maghrufa f’Malta.

Nhar I-Erbgha -1 ta’ Marzu, Ras ir-Randan, fil-
quddies kollu sar it-tqeghid tal-irmied fuq ir-
ras ta’ kull persuna. Kien mument sabih li tara
aktar nies mis-soltu fil-knisja. Xi haga ta’ min
jinnota hija l-hafna barranin li gew ukoll ghal
din il-funzjoni fil-quddiesa ta’ filghaxija.

Din is-sena kien mistieden Fr. John Berry,
biex imexxi l-EzZercizzi tar-Randan. Fr Berry
ha t-tema “Fejn int?” (Genesi 3;9) Din hija
l-ewwel mistogsija li jaghmel Alla lill-bniedem
fil-Gnien tal-Gheden. Kienet gimgha gawwija
hafna. I[I-Mulej tana permezz ta’ Fr Berry kelma
gawwija fugiex nahsbu. Xhieda ta’ dan kienet
il-prezenza ta’ hafna nies li attendew matul il-
gimgha kollha.

[I-komunita taghna waqfet wukoll ghal
nofstanhar irtir biex ahna wkoll bhala komunita
religjuza niddedikaw aktar hin biex nitolbu u
nirriflettu dwar dan iz-zmien ta’ hniena.

Fil-31 ta’ Marzu, filghaxija ghamilna
celebrazzjoni differenti bi preparazzjoni ghall-
festa kbira tal-Ghid.

Bdejna bil-Via Sagra, quddiesa u wara siegha
adorazzjoni. Waqt l-adorazzjoni kien hemm
sacerdoti fil-knisja biex ji¢¢celebraw is-
sagrament ta' rikonciljazzjoni. hafna kienu
dawk li hadu sehem ghal din i¢-celebrazzjoni
tar-Randan.

Programm Gimgha Mgaddsa
I-Hadd - Dahla Solenni tal-Mulej f’Gerusalemm.

F’kull quddiesa tberik tal-frieghi taz-zebbug

HOLAA BEINIETNA,

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Hamis Ix-Xirka - Fis-7.00pm, quddiesa Solenni
tal-Ikla tal-Mulej u Hasil tar-Riglejn.

Mill-10-11pm siegha Adorazzjoni komunitarja.

11-Gimgha 1-Kbira - II-Knisja tkun miftuha bejn
is-7.30am u 12.00

Fit-3.00pm Tifkira Solenni tal-Passjoni tal-
Mulej. Liturgija tal-Kelma, 1-Adorazzjoni tas-

Salib Imgaddes u t-Tqarbin.

[s-Sibt - Is-Sahra tal-Lejl Qaddis tal-Qawmien
tal-Mulej mill-Imwiet.

Fit-8.00pm nibdew din i¢-celebrazzjoni.
[I-Hadd - L-Ghid II-Kbir

Quddies - 7.30 u 9.00am bil-Malti u fil-11.30
am bl-Ingliz

PATRI MARIO ABELA - AGOSTINJAN



MILL-KELMA TAL-
PAPA FRANGISKU

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Ninsabu quddiem “emoragija” li ged iddghajjef
il-hajja ikkonsagrata u l-istess hajja tal-Knisja.
Nithassbu meta naraw min ihalli l-hajja
ikkonsagrata. Hu minnu li xi whud jaghmlu
dan b’att ta’ koerenza, ghax, wara dixxerniment
serju, jaghrfu li qatt ma kellhom il-vokazzjoni;
imma ohrajn mal-medda taz-Zmien jonqsu
mill-fedelta, hafna drabi ftit tas-snin biss wara
l-professjoni perpetwa. X'inhu jigri?

Aspett li rridu niehdu hsiebu b’'mod partikulari
hu l-hgjja fraterna fil-komunita. Din irridu
nsahhuha bit-talb komunitarju, bil-qari tal-
Kelma fi spirtu ta’ talb, fis-sehem attiv fis-
Sagramenti tal-Ewkaristija u r-Rikonciljazzjoni,
fid-djalogu bejn l-ahwa u fil-komunikazzjoni
sinciera bejn il-membri taghha, fil-korrezzjoni
fraterna, fil-hniena lejn l-ahwa 1i jidinbu,
fil-qsim tar-responsabbiltajiet. Dan kollu
msieheb minn xhieda gawwija u hienja tal-
hajja sempli¢i qrib tal-foqra u ta’ missjoni li
tipprivileggja l-periferiji ezistenzjali. Mit-tigdid
tal-hajja fraterna fil-komunita jiddependi
hafna r-rizultat tal-pastorali vokazzjonali, li
nkunu nistghu nghidu “ejjew u taraw” (ara Gw
1:39), u l-perseveranza tal-ahwa zghazagh u
inqas zghazagh. Ghax meta xi hadd minn hutna
ma jsibx l-ghajnuna ghall-hajja ikkonsagrata
tieghu fi hdan il-komunita, ha johrog ifittixha
barra, bil-konsegwenzi kollha li dan jista’ jgib
(ara Il-hajja fraterna fil-komunita, 2 ta’ Frar
1994, 32).

Hafna drabi l-infedeltajiet il-kbar jibdew minn
devjazzjonijiet jew distrazzjonijiet zghar
Anki f’dan il-kaz importanti naghmlu taghna
l-istedina ta’ San Pawl: “Waslet is-siegha li
intom tqumu min-nghas” (Rum 13:11).

Difficli nibqghu fidili jekk nimxu wahidna,
jew nimxu bil-gwida ta’ ahwa li mhumiex
kapaci jisimghu b’attenzjoni u sabar, jew li
m’ghandhomx bizzejjed esperjenza tal-hajja
ikkonsagrata. Ghandna bzonn ta’ ahwa esperti
fit-toroq ta’ Alla, biex jistghu jaghmlu dak li
ghamel Gesu mad-dixxipli ta© Ghemmaws:

jimxu maghhom fit-triq tal-hajja u fil-mument
li fih ihossuhom mifxula, u jergghu jkebbsu
fihom il-fidi u t-tama permezz tal-Kelma u tal-
Ewkaristija (araLq24:13-35). Mhuxvokazzjoni
wahda jew tnejn intilfu minhabba n-nuqqas
ta’ akkumpanjaturi validi. Ahna l-ikkonsagrati
kollha, zghazagh u inqas zghazagh, nehtiegu
ghajnunaxierqa ghall-mument uman, spiritwali
u vokazzjonali li qed nghixu.

Diskors tal-Papa Frangisku lill-Partecipanti
fis-Sessjoni Plenarja tal-Kongregazzjoni ghall-
Istituti ta’ Hajja lkkonsagrata u s-Socjetajiet ta’
Hajja Appostolika - 28/01/2017

Lill-Mizzewgin

Hi I-koppja mizzewga x-xbieha ta’ Alla: ir-ragel
u l-mara; mhux ir-ragel wahdu, mhux il-mara
wahidha, imma t-tnejn li huma flimkien. Din
hi x-xbieha ta’ Alla: l-imhabba, il-patt ta’ Alla
maghna jidher f’dak il-patt li jsir bejn ragel u
mara. Udinhihagawisqsabiha! Ahnamahluqin
biex inhobbu, bhal mera ta’ Alla u ta’ mhabbtu.
U fir-rabta konjugali, ir-ragel u l-mara jwettqu
din is-sejha fis-sinjal tar-re¢iprocita u tal-
komunjoni ta’ hajja shiha u ghal dejjem.

Nafu tajjeb kemm diffikultajiet u provi jhabbtu
wicchom maghhom il-mizzewgin... L-importanti
hu li jzommu hajja r-rabta taghhom ma’ Alla, li hi
fil-bazi tar-rabta taz-zwieg. U r-rabta vera dejjem
hi mal-Mulej. Meta l-familja titlob flimkien,
din ir-rabta tinzamm shiha. Meta r-ragel jitlob
ghal martu u l-mara ghal Zewgha, dik ir-rabta
tissahhah; wiehed jitlob ghall-iehor. Hu minnu li
fil-hajja taz-zwieg hemm tant diffikultajiet, tant;
issa x-xoghol, issa l-flus ma jservux, issa t-tfal
bil-problemi. Tant diffikultajiet. U tant drabi
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r-ragel u l-mara jsiru xi ftit nervuzi u jitlewmu
bejniethom. Jitlewmu, hekk hu, fiz-zwieg dejjem
ikun hemm it-tilwim, xi drabi jfajru wkoll il-platti.
Imma dan m’ghandux isewdilna qalbna, ghax din
hi I-qaghda umana. U s-sigriet hu li l-imhabba
hi agwa minn dak il-waqt li fih nitlewmu,
u ghalhekk jien lill-mizzewgin naghtihom
dejjem dan il-parir: taghlqux il-gurnata li fiha
tlewwimtu bejnietkom minghajr ma taghmlu
paci. Dejjem! U biex taghmlu pa¢i m’hemmx
bzonn i¢éemplu lill-Gnus Maghquda biex jigu

huma d-dar halli taghmlu paci. Bizzejjed gest
ckejken, zeghila, tislima! U nkomplu ghada! U
ghada nibdew mill-gdid. U din hi I-hajja, hekk
irridu mmexxuha 'l quddiem, nimxu 'l quddiem
bil-kuragg li rridu nghixuha flimkien. U din
hi haga kbira, hi sabiha! Hi haga sabiha wisq
il-hajja taz-zwieg u rridu dejjem inharsuha,
inharsu l-ulied.

Diskors tal-Papa Frangisku f'Udjenza Generali fi
Pjazza San Pietru - 2/02/2014

SEGRETARIAT MISSJONLJIET AGOSTINJANI

Il-grupp taz-zghazagh 1i sejrin fil-Missjoni
Agostinjana fil-Mozambik, 1-Afrika kellhom
live-in fid-dar tas-sajf taghna f’San Pawl il-
Bahar mill-10-12 ta’ Frar. Dan il-live-in huwa bi
preparazzjoni ghal din il-hidmalli sejrin inwettqu
fis-sajf li gej. Matul dawn il-jiem kellna mumenti
ta’ talb, quddies, ezercizzji biex insiru nafu aktar
lil xulxin u ippjanajna xi attivitajiet ohra.

Bhal snin l-ohra din is-sena wkoll il-grupp taz-
zghazagh sejjer ibigh il-figolli f’diversi knejjes
Agostinjani u f’diversi parrocci. Bil-flus li jidhlu
nkunu nistghu nghinu aktar lil hutna foqra.

Kull nhar ta’ Sibt dawn iz-zghazagh jiltaqghu
mieghi biex jitghallmu I-lingwa Portugiza.
Kulhadd ged jaghmel dak li jista’ biex ikun
imhejji tajjeb ghal din il-missjoni fil-Mozambik.

PATRI MARIO ABELA
AGOSTINJAN

BEJNIETNA

{




THE DESCENT INTO CHAOS

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The painting is a direct reference to the book
of Isaiah chapter 63, which opens with the
statement:-

“Who is he coming from Edom,

from Bozrah in crimson garments,

so magnificently dressed,

marching so full of strength? -

It is I, whose word is saving justice, whose
power is to save.” Is 63: 1

However it depicts a suffering Christ who
stands alone in His act to save humanity, as the
same reading states:-

For I have decided on a day of vengeance, my
year of retribution has come.

I looked: there was no one to help me; I was
appalled but could find no supporter!

Then my own arm came to my rescue and my
own fury supported me. Is 63: 4

In the painting the magnificentdress mentioned
in the former reading is transformed into in
a cloak of ridicule, in which Christ was robed
during his passion both by Herod and the
Roman soldiers. It is through his passion that
Christ shows His vengeance and through the
same passion he is given the power to save. For
this reason the painting becomes a depiction
of the Suffering Christ, which echoes the same
book of Isaiah in the ‘third song of the servant
of Yahweh’ which reads:-

“Yet ours were the sufferings he was bearing,
ours the sorrows he was carrying, while we
thought of him as someone being punished and
struck with affliction by God;

> whereas he was being wounded for our
rebellions, crushed because of our guilt; on him
lies a punishment that brings us peace, and
through his wounds we were healed.” Is.53:- 4-5

The face of the Christ is a suffering face, yet
serene and determined because he knows that
through his suffering, all of humanity will find
salvation as planned by the Father.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

“The Lord Yahweh comes to my help, this is why
insult has not touched me,

this is why I have set my face like flint and know
that I shall not be put to shame” 1s.50 : 7

The manner of execution of the painting is a
combination of figurative and abstract. The
upper section depicts the head and upper
torso of the Christ the rest of the painting is an
abstract rendering divided into three separate
sections. The upper part is a statement of the
events taking place. It is dominated by dark
and dull greenish strokes with prominent
sections painted in black, which together evoke
the darkness of the event being represented.
He, who is the Life and Light, is being led
to his destruction. The underlying is light
yellow, which represents Hope. It is worthy
of note that the yellow colour breaks through
the overlying dark strokes. This reflects the
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artist’s philosophy that no matter how dark
the situation, this darkness will be ultimately
defeated. The yellow band of light that passes
behind the head of Christ, helps to further
emphasize that Hope, which has been given to
us through the intervention of Christ in giving
himself up for our salvation, can never be
crushed.

The central abstract segment is dominated by
a colour change from the very dark greenish
colour on the right-hand side to the brighter
warm colours on the left-hand side. The dark
greenish colour, which is a representation of
all our iniquities, appears to violently collide
into the body of Christ, only to emerge from
the other side as a variety of warm colours.
The artist uses this radical change in colour
and tonality to illustrate the fact that Christ
has absorbed in his own body all our iniquities
and in return has offered his unfailing love and
forgiveness to all humanity.

“For our sake God made the sinless one a victim
for sin, so that in him we might become the
uprightness of God.” 2Cor. 5: 21.

This helps the viewer to contemplate upon the
fact that it was only God who could intervene
to annul our guilt and he has done it by taking
upon himself our human nature in which he
condemned our iniquities.

“What the Law could not do because of the
weakness of human nature, God did, by sending
his own Son in the same human nature as any
sinner to be a sacrifice for sin, and condemning
sin in that human nature.” Rm 8:3.

The lower section of the painting is dominated
by a chaotic abstract rendition that creates
the ‘cloak of ridicule’ in which Christ was
robed. The chaotic rendering is important as it
becomes a symbol of sin, hence the title of the
painting: - “The Descent into Chaos” Christ, who
is Divine, gives up his own Glory and descends
down to earth to enter into our chaotic life
and assimilates Himself with our sin, only to
abolish it. In so doing He gives humanity Hope
in finding mercy in his forgiving love, so also
the chance to gain redemption. It is important
to keep in mind that this very act of mercy has

MMA

already taken place and all that is left for us to
do, is to accept this free gift in acknowledging
the power of God’s forgiveness.

The colours that dominate this section are
black, which represents all forms of iniquity
clashing with the Red, the colour of God,
this indicates the terrible struggle between
good and evil that is taking place during this
extraordinary event.

“Death and life confronted one another in an
awesome struggle.

The Lord of life died; and living he reigns.”
(Easter Hymn)

Warm green dominates in the lower left-hand
side of the robe and echoes Christ’s statement
during the passion:-

“For if this is what is done to green wood, what
will be done when the wood is dry?” Lu23 ; 21

More than being devotional, the painting
challenges the viewer to contemplate God’s
love and redemption, and the extraordinary
manner in which such redemption was
acquired for us.

The painting is a powerful reflection of the
wonderful gift of Hope - hope that challenges
and overcomes the darkest of moments.




L-ISPIRTU S-SANTU,

DON TA' ALLA U ALLA-IMHABBA

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Wahda mill-opri li ghaliha Santu Wistin baqa’
famuz huwa t-trattat fuq t-Trinita. Din l-opra
li haditlu madwar 17-il sena biex isawwarha
hija riflessjoni teologika li Santu Wistin ghamel
fuq il-misteru ta’ Alla Wiehed fi Tliet Persuni.
Mhux biss xtaq jigbor f’sintesi t-taghlim tal-
Knisja dwar dan il-misteru, izda wkoll jibni
perspettiva teologija dwar l-Ispirtu s-Santu.
Min hu l-Ispirtu S-Santu, x'post ghandu fit-
Trinita u fuq kollox x’inhi 1-funzjoni specifika
tieghu? L-opra twieldet bhala riflessjoni u
meditazzjoni personali u ghall-ewwel Santu
Wistin ma kienx bi hsiebu jippubblikaha. 1zda
xi hadd seraqlu l-kopja ta’ dak li kien ga kiteb
u ghalhekk hassu kwazi obbligat itemm l-opra
u jippubblikaha. Min jaqra din l-opra difficli -
Santu Wistin innifsu jammetti li f’dak li kiteb
hemm passaggi li hu stess ma jifthimx x’ried
jghid - ma jistax ma jibqax impressjonat.

[t-taghlim ta’ Santu Wistin dwar il-persuna
u l-funzjoni tal-Ispirtu S-Santu ma jinstabx
biss fit-trattat fuq it-Trinita. Ghandna wkoll xi
prietki li kien ghamel fil-festa tal-Pentekoste
u s’intendi s-sensiela tal-Prietki u l-Omeliji
tieghu. F'dan l-artiklu ha nillimita ruhi ghal
zewg riflessjonijiet teologici 1i Santu Wistin
jizviluppa fit-trattat De Trinitate, opra fi 15-
il ktieb. L-ewwel idea bazika dwar I-Ispirtu
s-Santu hija li Dan huwa d-Don, jigifieri l-Ghotja
li I-Missier jaghmel tieghu nnifsu fit-tnissil
ta’ Ibnu, it-tieni Persuna tat-Trinita: «Mhux
minghajr raguni li f’din it-Trinita 1-Iben ta’Alla
jissejjah unikament Il-Verb ta’ Alla, u l-Ispirtu
s-Santu jissejjah Don ta’ Alla, u I-Missier
Prin¢ipju li jnissel lill-Iben u li minnu (mill-
Missier) gej principalemnt l-Ispirtu s-Santu.
Nghid «prin¢ipalment» ghax l-Ispirtu s-Santu
gej ukoll mill-Iben» (XV, XVII, 27). Li l-Ispirtu
s-Santu gej mill-Missier Santu Wistin jippruvah
mit-test tal-Vangelu ta’ San Gwann: «meta jigi
l-Protettur li ha nibaghtilkom [huwa Kristu
li ged jitkellem fl-ahhar Cena] minghand il-
Missier, billi huwa l-ispirtu tal-verita li gej mill-
Missier, jaghti xhieda tieghi» (GW 15, 26); biex
jaffirma li I-Ispirtu s-Santu gej ukoll minghand
lI-Iben Santu Wistin jingeda bl-ittra ta’ San

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Pawl lir-Rumani fejn Pawlu
jghid lir-Rumani: «Intom
m’intomx tghixu fil-gisem imma fl-ispirtu
ladarba l-ispirtu ta’ Alla jghammar fikom. Min
ma ghandux l-Ispirtu ta’ Kristu, dan mhuwiex
tieghu [jigifieri ta’ Kristu]» (Rm 8, 9).

Wahda mill-konkluzjonijiet li jigbed Santu
Wistin minn dan hija li I-Ispirtu s-Santu bhala
d-Don ta’ Alla huwa «komunjoni li ma titfissirx
tal-Missier u tal-Iben» (V, XI, 11). Komunjoni
tfisser ukoll komunikazzjoni. Komunjoni
tfisser ukoll ghaqda. L-Ispirtu s-Santu huwa
ghalhekk id-Don tal-ghotja tal-Missier fit-
tnissil ta’ [bnu li johloq bejn il-Missier u 1-Iben
komunjoni, komunikazzjoni u ghaqda. U dawn
il-kwalitajiet huma kwalitajiet ontologici,
jigifieri jippartjenu ghall-kawn (the being,
I'essere) tal-Ispirtu s-Santu bhala Persuna
tat-Trinita u fl-istess hin tar-relazzjoni bejn
il-Missier u Il-Iben. X'konkluzjoni nistghu
nigbdu minn din ir-riflessjoni Agostinjana li
forsi tidher li mhijiex hlief diskors astratt? II-
konkluzjoni hija wahda: I-Ispirtu s-Santu huwa
Don u prin¢ipju ta’ komunjoni, komunikazzjoni
u ta’ ghaqda. Fil-polemika mal-Pelagjani, Santu
Wistin jitkellem mis-salvazzjoni bhala grazzja,
u jghidilna li din hija don li Alla jaghtina. B’dan
ried jithem li Alla mhux obbligat li jsalvana,
ukoll jekk ahna nghixu tajjeb. Alla jsalvana ghax
irid Hu. Il-grazzja hija don li Alla jaghtina fil-
liberta tieghu. Il-merti taghna qatt ma jistghu
jesigu minn Alla I-genna.

Dizgrazzjament kien hemm min fehem hazin
dan it-taghlim ta’ Santu Wistin. Hekk gralhom
Luteru, Kalvinu u Zwinglu. San Gakbu jghidilna
li I-fidi minghajr ghemejjel tajpa ma tiswa
xejn u San Pawl jassigurana li Alla mhux
kapri¢¢juz u jaf jizen l-ghemil tal-bniedem u
jippremja t-tajjeb u jikkastiga 1-hazin. Huwa
jaghti l-Ispirtu Tieghu, li huwa l-istess Don tal-
Missier fit-tnissil ta’ Ibnu, biex ahna nwettqu
r-rieda Tieghu, nghixu tajjeb u wara din il-hajja
mmorru nghixu Mieghu ghal dejjem fil-hajja
eterna li hija l-istess hajja divina. Dan huwa
l-progett ta’ Alla ghalina l-bnedmin u Santu
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Wistin jesprimih fil-frazi famuza fil-bidu tal-
Istqarrijiet (Confessiones) : «ghamiltna ghalik
Mulej u galbna ma ssibx il-mistrieh taghha
sakemm ma tistriehx fiK» (Conf 1, 1,1). Wahda
mir-ragunijiet fundamentali li ghalihom Alla
jaghtina l-Ispirtu s-Santu hija ezattament
sabiex inkunu nistghu nwettqu dan il-progett
divin ghalina.

Biss irridu nikkonvin¢u ruhna li Il-Ispirtu
s-Santu jinghata lilna, u ghalhekk huwa don
u mhux necessita, biex ikun il-prin¢ipju ta’
komunjoni, komunikazzjoni u ghaqda tal-istess
hajja taghna u tar-relazzjonijiet taghna ma’ Alla
nnifsu, mal-bnedmin u mal-istess holgien. Min
ghandu l-Ispirtu s-Santu fih ma jistax jghix
maghluq fih innifsu. Ghal Santu Wistin, min
ghandu I-Ispirtu s-Santu huwa bniedem miftuh,
bniedem ta’ komunjoni, ta’ komunikazzjoni u ta’
ghaqda. Fil-glieda tieghu mad-Donatisti Santu
Wistin jaghmilha ¢ara li dawn ma ghandhomx
id-don tal-Ispirtu s-Santu ghax kienu geghdin
ifarrku l-ghaqda u l-universalita tal-Knisja.
(Prietka269u271). Mhuxbiss. L-Ispirtus-Santu
jinghata lilna biex lilna jibdilna u jaghmel
minna don u ghotja u princ¢ipju ta’ komunjoni,
komunikazzjoni u ghaqda ghall-ohrajn. Kemm
konflitti u glied nevitaw li kieku ahna li r¢evejna
l-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-maghmudija, fil-grizma u
nibgqghu nircevuh kull darba li niehdu sehem
fil-liturgija, b’'mod partikulari fi¢-¢celebrazzjoni
tal-Ewkaristija (il-quddiesa), naghtu ftit aktar
kas tal-prezenza tal-Ispirtu s-Santu fil-persuna,
fl-hajja u fir-relazzjonijiet taghna! X'paci akbar
ikollna 1i kieku tassew inhallu lill-Ispirtu
s-Santu jahdem fina!

Ghal Santu Wistin li I-Ispirtu s-Santu huwa Don
ta’ Alla u komunjoni bejn il-Missier u l-Iben
ifisser li I-Ispirtu s-Santu huwa Alla-Imhabba.
Dan hu l-isem propju tat-Tielet Persuna tas-
SS. Trinita. Huwa fil-ktieb 15 tat-trattat fuq
it-Trinita li Santu Wistin jasal ghal din il-
konkluzjoni. San Gwann fl-ewwel ittra tieghu
jikteb li Alla huwa Imhabba (Deus caritas est)
( 1Gw 4,8). Fil-vers 9 tal-istess kapitlu tal-ittra
lI-Evangelista jistqarr li Alla wera imhabbtu
lejna billi baghat lil «ibnu wahdieni fid-dinja
biex ahna jkollna l-hajja permezz tieghu»
(v.9). F'dawn il-versi Gwanni jipprezentalna
lil Kristu bhala Dak li gie mibghut biex jurina
kemm Alla habbna. Il-preokkupazzjoni ta’ San
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Gwann mhijiex biss li juri li Alla huwa mhabba
imma wkoll 1i d-dixxipli ta’ Kristu jridu jghixu
din l-imhabba fir-relazzjonijiet ta’ bejniethom.
U biex jaghmlu dan, jehtiegu li jkollhom lil Alla
fihom (4, 12). Ghall-mistogsija li wiehed jista’
jaghmel : « kif nafu li Alla jghammar fina u
ahna fih?» 1-Evangelista jwiegeb : « naghrfu li
ahna nghammru f’Alla u Hu fina ghax tana mill-
[spirtu Tieghu» (4,13).

[I-kummentarju ta’ Santu Wistin ta’ dawn il-
vrus huwa mill-aktar ¢ar : «Ghalhekk I-Ispirtu
s-Santu li minnu Alla tana jaghmel li ahna
nghammru fAlla u HU fina: u dan huwa dak li
taghmel l-imhabba. Ghalhekk Huwa (I-Ispirtu
s-Santu) Hu Alla-imhabba. ... Ghalhekk I-Ispirtu
s-Santu Ii hu Alla li gej minn Alla, jinghata lill-
bniedem, ikebbsu (lill-bniedem) fil-imhabba
ta’ Alla u tal-proxxmu, ghax Huwa (l-Ispirtu
s-Santu) Ohu l-imhabba. II-bniedem ma jistax
ihobb il Alla jekk mhux permezz ta’ Alla.
Minhabba f’dan jghid San Gwann: ahna nistghu
nhobbu lil Alla ghax hu kien l-ewwel li habbna
(1 Gw 4, 10). Ukoll jghid l-Appostlu Pawlu:
l-imhabba ta’ Alla giet imxerrda fi qlubna
permezz tal-Ispirtu s-Santu li gie moghti lilna
(Rm 5, 5)»(XV, XVI, 31).

[I-kapitli 18 u 19 tal- ktieb 15 ta’ De Trinitate
mhuxbiss huma esegesibiblika tad-definizzjoni
tal-Ispirtu s-Santu bhala Don ta’ Alla-Imhabba
imma wkoll innu lill-Ispirtu s-Santu bhala Alla-
imhabba. Hekk jikteb Santu Wistin fil-bidu tal-
kapitlu 18 : «<Ma hemm l-ebda don aqwa (fit-text
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latin excellentius) minn dan id-don ta’ Alla. Hu li
jifred I-ulied tas-saltna ta’ dejjem minn dawk tat-
telfien etern. Doni ohra jinghataw permezz tal-
Ispirtu s-Santu, imma minghajr I-imhabba ma
jiswew xejn. Hadd ma jista’ jghaddi mix-xellug
ghal-lemin [Santu Wistin qieghed jitkellem mit-
tajbin li jinsabu fin-naha tal-leminija u I-hZiena
li jinsabu fin-naha xellugija] jekk kemm-il darba
I-Ispirtu s-Santu ma jgaghlux ihobb il Alla u lill-
proxxmu. Lanqas jissejjah I-Ispirtu s-Santu Don
jekk mhux minhabba I-imhabba. ... U ghalhekk
minn ma ghandux I-Ispirtu s-Santu wkoll jekk
jitkellem bi kliem il-bniedem u tal-angli huwa
bronz li jdamdam u qanpiena li ddoqq. ..... X’don
hekk kbir hija l-imhabba li minghajrha Il-ikbar
doni ma jwasslu lil hadd ghall-hajja eterna!
..L-imhabba li gejja minn Alla u hija Allg,
hija l-istess Spirtu s-Santu li permezz tieghu
tinxtered fi qlubna I-imhabba ta’ Alla li permezz
taghha tghammar fina I-Trinita kollha kemm
hi. Minhabba f’hekk I-Ispirtu s-Santu, li huwa
Alla, jissejjah ukoll Don ta’ Alla (Atti 8, 20). U
x’jista’ jkun dan id-Don jekk mhux I-imhabba li
twassalna ghand Alla u li minghajrha l-ebda don
iehor ma jwassal ghand Alla?» (XV, XVIII, 32).

Filwaqt 1li kont qieghed nittraduc¢i dan il-
passagg bdiet gejja quddiemi l-frazi ta’ Santu
Wistin fil-bidu tal-Istqarrijiet: «imhabbti hija
t-toqol tieghi, minnu (minn dan it-toqol)
ningarr kull fejn immur» (Conf. XIII, IX, 10).
Ghal Santu Wistin l-imhabba hija I-ligi tal-
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gravita tal-ezistenza u tal-ghamil tal-bniedem.
Oggett tqil jaqa’ fl-art filwaqt li wiehed hafif
jitla’ 'l fuq. Qalb il-bniedem tmur fejn tigbidha
l-imhabba, tajba jew hazina. Jekk qalbi tigbidni
lejn lI-ghadu tieghi biex inhobbu, f’dan il-kaz
nasal biex nahfirlu, naghdru u niskuzah; jekk
galbi tigbidni biex noboghdu, ma nasalx jekk
mhux biex nixtieqlu d-deni u nara kif nehles
minnu. Ma hemmx triq tan-nofs.

Jekk hu minnu, bhalma jghidilna Santu Wistin,
li Alla ghamilna ghaliH u galbna ssib il-vera
paci u hena taghha biss fiH, dan ifisser li Alla
huwa I-ligi tal-gravita tal-kawn u l-ezZistenza
taghna. Ma nibzghux inhallu lil Alla jkun it-
toqol ta’ hajjitna ghax Hu tana u jaghtina
l-Ispirtu s-Santu biex ihaffilna t-toqol tal-piz
tal-hajja prezenti, jghinna nghixu l-imhabba
awtentika li permezz taghha nsibu l-vera
paci, nibnu relazzjonijiet ta’ fraternita u ta’
solidarjeta, relazzjonijiet li ma jitfarrkux mal-
ewwel krizi li tghaddi minn fuqna, u fuq kollox
jikkontribwixxu ghat-titjib taghna nfusna, tal-
Knisja u tas-so¢jeta. L-Ispirtu s-Santu huwa dik
il-qawwa interjuri li tghinna nghixu b’saqajna
fl-art izda bi qlubna merfugha lejn is-sema. Din
is-sema hija l-istess SS. Trinita li tghammar fil-
fond ta’ galbna permezz tal-Ispirtu s-Santu li
gie moghti lilna.

PATRI LUCJAN BORG
AGOSTINJAN

HOLAA BEINIETNA,



PAINTINGS FROM THE LATE MEDIEVAL PERIOD IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS:

FOUR PRECIOUS PANEL PAINTINGS

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The conservation and restoration project has
finally commenced on four precious panel
paintings which are located in the Augustinian
Monastery in Rabat. These panel paintings
represent the Virgin of Graces (Maria Lactans)
and Saints Paul, Augustine and Catherine of
Alexandria. The panel depicting Maria Lactans
is slightly larger then the saints. Presumably
these are the four remaining panels of what
was once a large retable which had the Virgin
Suckling the Child as its central panel. These
paintings are amongst the most important
artistic creations from the late medieval period
found in the Maltese Islands.

A conservation intervention of this scale
requires close coordination between various
specialized professions. The conservation
team consists of an art historian, painting and
wood conservators and various conservation
scientists who together are studying the
material aspects of the panel paintings so as to
fully understand the work in context.

A painting on wood is a complex structure.
Wood is sensitive to temperature (T) and
Relative Humidity (RH) changes in the
environment. If the fluctuations are large then
wood will undergo large physical changes thus
having repercussions on the panels, paint and
ground layers lying over the wooden surface.
There could be warping of the wood support,
detachments and cracks in the paint and
preparation layers among others.

These paintings were depicted using tempera
technique on a wooden support. Preliminary
investigations showed thatthe artistlaid down the
original composition using a pointed instrument
hence marking the delineation of the faces and
the robes. The background and halos are mostly
gilded with gold leaf and these were also incised
with an elaborate decorative scheme.

Unfortunately these panels have been
extensively restored over the centuries. The
Madonna Lactans, St Paul and St Augustine

HVLQA.
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panels have an auxiliary support at the back.
Additional strips of wood were nailed onto the
back of original support. This was done in a
pastrestoration intervention to try and halt the
warping of the original wooden support. The
back of the panel of St Catherine was not backed
with an additional support. Presumably, this
was omitted as St Catherine was not displayed
with the other panels at some point.

The project has been divided into phases. In the
first phase, only recently completed, scientific
data was collected, analysed and interpreted.
The actual treatment will start in Phase two
once all scientific data has been interpreted.

The first investigations were carried out with
the aid of special equipment such as ultra violet
lamps (UV) which highlight over-paintings and
additions, infra-red spectroscopy (IR) which
will shed light on the artist’s painting technique
and the under drawing and the methodology
he adopted to start the painting, raking light
to see the impasto and different brushstrokes
used, and X-ray. All information concerning
the painting techniques, the past interventions
and the state of conservation was recorded to
indicate the nature and distribution of decay,
including patterns of deterioration aiding
the interpretation on decay phenomenon.
These examinations were also documented
photographically.
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All investigations were carried out with the
aim of understanding what has happened in
the past and determine what may happen in
the future. It is important to understand the
painting technique adopted by the artist as in
some cases it is the actual materials used by
the painter or a fault in the original technique
that accelerates deterioration. A major cause of
concern is alterations due or as a consequence
of past restoration treatments. That said, it is
even more important to study the impact that
the removal of these treatments and the effects
they may have on the original materials. It is
important to understand the deterioration
factors which influence the condition of these
added materials in order to prevent future
degradation of any added materials used in the
conservation of the paintings today.

Observation highlighted the
painting technique used by the
artist. One may observe the
hatching & cross hatching (painting
using lines) showing how the artist
applied the paint, as well as infill’s
carried out in a past restoration
treatment.

Infills of paint

Observations in raking light allow a general
impression of the paintings. Raking light,
exposes topographical details mainly painting
technique such as the texture of the paint
surface, incisions and brushstrokes applied
by the artist, and highlights. In addition, it
locates areas of flaking of paint, detachments
and cracks, the deformations and any bulges
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Madonna Lactans: Incisions
made by the artist marking
folds in the robes

in the strata. Unfortunately these panels have
been extensively restored over the centuries.
There have been a number of additions, these
have darkened, it is dull and has it yellowed
significantly. This hinders the overall legibility
of the painting and loses its overall three
dimensionality and sharpness of image. The
preparation and paint layers suffer from flaking
and lifting of paint. The latter is very dangerous
to the long-term well-being of the painting,
since if not protected and consolidated these
flakes will fall off and be lost forever. The
wooden support suffers from warping of the
wood, cracks in the different layers.

Madonna Lactans:
details; raking
light highlighting
deterioration

Madonna Lactans: detail; raking
light highlighting cracks and
lifting of paint caused by the
movement of the wood. This is
dangerous to the long term well
being of the painting, since if not
protected and consolidated these
flakes will fall off and forever
irreplaceable.

In this study, wood identification was
indispensable in order to study the physical
properties and behaviour of the wooden
support of the four panels. This also helps to
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St Augustine as seen above is observed in UV light. This
highlight the areas of infills and paint added in past
restorations which show up as dark patches in this light.

St Catherine suffered an acute insect infestation in the
past. On the left one can see the insect bore holes on the
surface paint; and the right image shows the side of the
panel. The wooden support is now frail due to this.

|

determine the methodology to apply during
treatment especially when wood parts need to
beadded, egv-groovesandinsertsinlossesonce
added wood should be of the same species, or
similar physical properties to artefact. (similar
density, durability, cell structure, shrinking/
expansion properties, also same warping
properties)

From the anatomical observations made, the
type of wood of the Madonna panel is Picea
sp. (Spruce) and the three Saints’ panels are
painted on Abies sp (Fir).

HOLAA BEINIETNA,
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Transverse section of wood sample examined in the
microscope

It is very important to understand the
environment where ultimately the paintings
will be displayed. Three data-loggers were
used to record an annual cycle of T and RH to
monitor the environment. Recordings were
carried out in the room where the paintings are
currently stored and undergoing conservation
treatment. This is located on the first floor of
the monastery. One was placed in the future
museum space located at ground floor level.
Currently this part of the building is being
refurbished. An external logger was placed
on the roof, 2 floors above ground floor level.
These data were downloaded every 3 months.

Recordings showed that the RH in the room
where the paintings are being treated and
display area fluctuated and these changes
followed the external RH curve. Throughout
this monitoring there was a considerable higher
mean of 6.05 % inside the display area than in
the working room. This damper environment
which could be the result of rising damp in the
room. This is important information which will
be used to understand better the environment
of the room where the paintings will finally
be displayed. From the observations made to
date, the T and RH on the outside are affecting
the interior of the lab and display area almost
immediately.

Readings of ambient Temperature and wood
moisture content were put into charts to
predict the development of furniture beetle.
For an infestation to take place there needs
to be the presence of the insect. For fast
development of insect degradation both charts
need to indicate optimum levels. Till now
optimum temperature was present during the
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beginning of October till the beginning of
November (2015). This will be once again
taken into consideration when studying the
best environment for the paintings when they
will be hung and displayed.

Investigations were also made using CAT scans
in a local hospital. This works just like an X-ray
on a human - to see inside and to highlight
what is not visible with the naked eye. Here
we will note the construction and assembly
of the support, any additions to the wood
support, we will know where nails were used,
and how the different pieces are attached.
The results highlighted much information on
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the physiognomy of the wooden supports, the
manufacturing technique, later additions and
also the state of conservation.

X-ray fluorescence scanning was another
scientific investigation which was carried out
to identify the elementary composition of the
materials making up the painting. Scientists
from Sicily came over to Malta with the
equipment to carry out
this innovative study. The
results of these scans gave
images which are currently
being interpreted.

The  purple shading
indicates the presence
of zinc. Now this is

supposedly an area if gilt
hence should show the
presence of gold metal, but
the zinc shows that this
area has much over-paint
and restoration additions.
The red areas highlight
the presence of mercury.
This indicated the pigment
cinnabar.

Theaboveimageisasample
of paint and preparation
layer taken from the
Madonna'’s dress. The red
drapery has been painted
in multiple layers - here
a bright layer containing
particles of cinnabar (shiny




red) together with red lead (orange) were
observed. Between the two bright layers a more
translucent and darker red layer is present and
this is likely a red lake layer.

By examining these very small samples under
an optical microscope, it is possible to discern
the materials used in the painting and the ways
they were applied - at times in single layers or
in three layers, as in the case of the bright red
paint containing Cinnabar and red lead. These
precious insights will help understand the X-ray
fluorescence imaging carried out to visualize
the distribution of materials and different
restorations which have been applied in the past
These micro-samples observed in cross-section
are being examined the Politecnico di Milano

All the information and scientific data is being
analysed and interpreted together, giving us
much information and will be the basis for the
choice on the best methodologies to be used
for the conservation treatments. The next
phase will include the cleaning and removal of
additions, consolidation of the flaking and loose
bits, integration of the losses amongst many
others. The project is only being carried out
due to the support of Fliemkien ghal Ambient
Ahjar (FAA) who is constantly searching for
sponsors for the project.

KNISJA TA’ SANTA RITA, SAN GILIAN

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Qabel bdew il-hmistax ta’ Santa Rita fil-
Kappella taghna f’San Giljan inhass il-bzonn
li jsir restawr fuq l-istatwa ta’ Santa Rita
li dan l-ahhar bdiet titlef il-kulur taghha u
bdiet iggarrab xi hsarat. Ghal dan il-ghan gie
mgabbad jindura l-istatwa is-Sur Vincent
Scerri li huwa helper ta’ din il-Kappella u huwa
delettant kbir tal-istatwi. Issa din l-Istatwa ta’
Santa Rita gieghda tgawdi dehra gdida ghad-
devoti ta’ Santa Rita li jattendu l-Kappella
taghna. I1-Festa ta’ Santa Rita f’din il-Kappella
din s-sena sejra ssir s-Sibt, 27 ta’ Mejju 2017.




THE FOUR PANEL PAINTINGS AT SAINT
MARK'’S PRIORY RABAT, MALTA AND THE
MASTER OF THE AGIRA POLYPTYCH'

The group of four panel paintings at Saint
Augustine’s Convent Rabat, Malta together
form the remains of one of Malta’'s most
treasured, and regretfully little documented,
late Medieval works of art. These panel
paintings are undoubtedly the most important
which survive from a mendicant context. They
have been described as depicting the Virgin
Suckling the Child with Ss Paul, Augustine
and Catherine and are represented below as
photographed prior to treatment as part of
the ongoing conservation-restoration project
(photo credit - Dorita Portelli).

The four panels comprise a large Virgin Suckling
the Child together with three smaller paintings
each accommodating a separate saint. The
inclusion of a panel believed to represent S.
Augustineleads onetoassume thatthe polyptych
was an Augustinian commission. This may have
been associated with the Medieval church in
Rabat (destroyed in 1551 when records were
regretfully also destroyed or lost - vide Cauchi
and Mercieca, 2015, pp.31-54, 57-77) and may
have come through Palermo, the context of the
Augustinian mother house for the province.
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If associated with the Medieval church, this
appears to be the only surviving late Medieval
work. Saints identified by former scholars as
Ss Paul and Catherine each occupy another
panel, and their inclusion has been interpreted
as a direct reference to Malta and thus to
patronage within the context of late Medieval
Malta (Buhagiar, 2005, p.161). Non-invasive
scientific investigations carried out as part of
the ongoing conservation-restoration project
have however thrown in doubt this hypothesis
since it is not certain as to whether the sword,
one of the major attributes of S. Paul, is original.
Furthermore, there are various references to
S. Mark on this same panel, though these are
also of dubious authenticity. Further studies
are thus necessary try to ascertain which saint
was originally depicted and when the various
changes took place.

Vincenzo Bonello (1949, p.4) linked the Rabat
panels (three rather than the surviving four)
with a polyptych by an anonymous painter at
the Bellomo Museum, Syracuse. Shortly after,
Stefano Bottari (1954, p.17), while also making
reference to similarities with Bellomo Museum
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panels, establishes firm links with another
polyptych with missing panels, found at the
abbey church of Santa Maria Latina in Agira,
Sicily illustrated below. This work depicts
the Virgin and Child with Ss Benedict and
Calogero together with a donor. The very close
similarity between the two male saints that
feature to the right of the panels representing
the Madonna and Child in the Rabat and Agira
polyptychs is very evident. It therefore points
to the identification of saints by the context
within which they are presented rather than
by particular attributes. It also indicates the
possible reuse of patterns by the anonymous
painter of these panels.

Secondary sources attribute the panels to
an early fifteenth-century date, a time when
Augustinian presence in Malta is securely
documented (Cauchi and Mercieca, 2015,
pp-3-27). Their attribution is to a Sicilian
International Gothic artistic milieu. The panels
are particularly rich in tooled gold and gilded
ornamentation, and possess a refinement
that is characteristic of the time. While some
sources point to a South Italian or Sicilian
master, and indicated an indebtedness to the
Siculo-Byzantinesque manner or the Sienese
tradition (Buhagiar, 2005 and Vella, 2013),
other recent studies which have come to light
as a result of this art-historical research note
Tuscan-Ligurian influences within a Sicilian
context (Butta, 2008, pp.64-71).

Buttd’s research reveals that the Sicilian Master
of the Agira polyptych largely undertook
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monastic commissions. He was active around
the third to the fifth decades of the fifteenth
century but was clearly working within a late
fourteenth-century Ligurian-Tuscan Gothic
tradition (focusing on Pisa/Genoa/Florence)
which had reached Palermo through imported
works. The artist was primarily interested in
the devotional content of works, which was
given priority over aesthetic considerations,
and is essentially known through four works
which have been significantly affected by
the passage of time and former restoration
interventions. The four works that Butta refers
to, apart from the Agira panels, are panels
at the Bellomo Museum, Syracuse, another
painting in Paterno which fortunately appears
to have undergone less interventions (right -
image reproduced from Butta, 2008 p.66) and
the Rabat works.




Though Butta (2008, p.65) mentions the Rabat
panels, she does not draw specific links with
the Master’s other works. However, there are
noticeable stylistic links with the S. Lucy, of the

Galleria Regionale di Palazzo Bellomo, Syracuse,
largely in relation to the tooling marks and the
handling of the female saint’slower neck. Similarly,
Butta does not highlight the very significant links
in relation to the Madonna of Humility of the
Capuchins in Paterno as illustrated below (right)
following the rotation of a detail of the Paterno
painting through an angle of 180 degrees along
the horizonal axis. This exercise shows that it is
this work which preserves features of most direct
relevance to the Virgin Suckling the Child panel
of the Rabat polyptych (detail extreme left). Of
particular interest are the very close handling
of the Virgin's almond-shaped eyes, the puffy
bags beneath her eyes, her eyebrows which
join a remarkably straight nose, her cleft chin
together with the parallel lines on her neck, and
the particularly idiosyncratic Child’s visible ear.
Furthermore, the similarities in the overall shape
and form of the Virgin’s head are also uncanny. As
was the case with the Ss. Augustine and Benedict,
respectively of the Rabat and Agira polyptychs,
here we have another example of the possible use
of patterns.

It is therefore pertinent to conclude that the
Master of the Agira polyptych had particular
formulae for his works on both macro and
micro levels, and most probably used patterns
when drafting his works. Furthermore, the
above stylistic analysis consolidates former
associations of the Rabat panels with the
polyptych housed at the abbey church of Santa
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Maria Latina in Agira, and highlights links with
the Madonna of Humility of the Capuchins in
Paterno, which links had hitherto notbeen given
the prominence that they merit. It is hoped
that further primary research will yield other
interesting insights concerning the four panel
paintings at Saint Augustine’s Convent Rabat,
Malta and the Master of the Agira polyptych.

MARTINA CARUANA
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NIEHDU HSIEB TAGHNA NFUSNA:
GISIMNA MHUWIEX XI BICCA RHAMA JEW
X1 BICCA INJAMA NIEXFA

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Mhux l-ewwel darba li nkunu ghaddejjin minn
mumenti iebsin u nhossuna imtaqqlin. Hemm
elf raguni ghalfejn inkunu wasalna f’dan
l-istat. Is-so¢jeta ghandha tendenza li thares
lejn persuna f’dawn l-esperjenzi bhala morda
u forsi wkoll mill-ewwel naghmlulhom it-
tikketta li m'ghandhomx aktar jiehdu fughom
responsabiltajiet ohra.

Kemm-il darba ma ssibx ma’ min titkellem
fuq dak kollu li tkun ghaddej minnu, allura
hemmhekk iva hemm ir-riskju li aktar ma
tinghalaq fik innifsek, aktar ser ikun hemm il-
possibilta li thossok ged timrad jew sahansitra
timrad verament!

X’jista’ jwassal ghal dan iz-zmien difficli?

Gisimna mhuwiex xi bi¢éa rhama jew xi bié¢ca
injama niexfa: tirfes kemm tirfes fughom mhu
ser jghidulek xejn. Minhabba li gisimna ghandu
I-limiti tieghu, fil-mument meta jibda jeghja
u bla ma hadd jistagsih xejn jibda jitkellem...
sahansitra anke fil-holm stess niltagghu ma’
certuholmlijurik bi¢-car fejn 1-“over capacity” ta’
kemm tista’ tiflah tkun sejra 1-“bahar”. Ezempju:
tasal biex tohlom diehel f’dar u kif tkun gewwa
tibda tara kollox jaqa’ fugek. Minkejja d-diversi
hidmiet li tkun gieghed taghmel, tibga’ sejjer bla
ma thoss ebda gheja... tibda tnaqqas anke mill-
irgad normali tieghek. Dan in-nuqqas ta’ rqad
jiffavorixxi bis-shih biex il-mohh ma jistriehx
mill-hsibijiet li jkollok thabbat wi¢¢ek maghhom
ta’ kuljum. U hin bla waqt, meta tibda thoss li
d-dinja ser taga’ fugek, bhal dik il-karozza li
jkollha I-hgiega ta’ quddiem imtappna, issib
ruhek imkahhal ma’ xi hajt. Jew ukoll, bhal dak
li jkun qieghed isuq karozza, ghajjien u hin bla
wagqt isib ruhu rieqed litteralment fuq l-istering
tal-karozza. Ezempiji ¢ari ta’ kif wiehed jasal
meta ma jibqgax jikkontrolla aktar lilu nnifsu u li
hin bla waqt isib ruhu kompletament imkisser.
U llum, aktar ma ninsabu f’din il-hajja li geghdin
nghixu fiha, mghaggla u li fl-istess waqt irridu
nlahhqu ma’ mitt elf haga, qeghdin inhabbtu
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wiccna kostantament ma’ persuni li geghdin
jesperimentaw din ir-realta tat-tbatija: it-tbatija
ta’ toqol kbir emozzjonali.

[t-tbatija ta’ wiehed li jghix dawn il-mumenti

Persuna li tkun ghaddejja minn din ir-realta
tat-tbatija, nisthajjilha bhal dik id-dar li
l-pedamenti taghha qeghdin jiggarrfu u li
ghaldagstant, hemm il-biza’ li ser jikkrolla
kollox. Jew bhal dak il-kompjuter li aktar kemm
tghabbih, aktar jibda jimxi bil-mod sakemm xi
darba tigi biex tifthu bhas-soltu u ssib li kollox
ikun iggamjat. Il-biza’ u d-dwejjaq f’dawn il-
mumenti huma z-zewg sentimenti li jahkmuna
u li ghaldagstant, m’hemmx kontroll fuq
l-emozzjonijiet, spec¢jalment dik tal-biki meta
nigi biex nitkellem fuqi nnifsi.

Tbatijiet 1li wiehed f’dawn il-fazijiet ikollu

jhabbat wi¢cu maghhom:

=» Ghal kull haga mill-ewwel ifegg il-paniku;

=» Timxi qisek qed iggorr mazzra ma’ saqajk;

=» Min jghix mieghek, donnu jibza’ jigi jistagsik
kif inti, kif qed thossok; ghandekx bzonn ta’
xi haga... skiet perfett!
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=» It-tibdil tar-rutina tas-soltu... kollox jieqaf
hesrem u f’"daqqa;

=» In-nies fejn hemm il-massa u l-istorbju,
igennuk;

=» Aptit ta’ xejn... pjuttost li tibga’ fuq is-sodda
rieged ;

=> Glieda gawwija mieghek innifsek biex
taghmel dak li huwa elementari : li filghodu
tohrog mis-sodda, li ssegwi l-hinijiet tas-
soltu ecc¢.;

=» Li tinghalaq fik innifsek u dan ghaliex
ma jkun hemm hadd min jistiednek biex
titkellem mieghu.

=» [I-medic¢ina, li hija ferm qawwija, igieghlek
timxi bil-mod b’'mod drastiku dak li s-soltu
taghmel.

Hija sfida gawwija biex inharsu 'l quddiem
f’"dawn is-sitwazzjonijiet u nemmnu li nistghu
nirbhu dawn il-mumenti iebsin.

Xi ftit ideat kif nghinu lilna nfusna biex ma
naslux f’xifer l-irdum u biex inqumu fuq
sagajna f’esperjenzi bhal dawn:

1. Nisimghu lilna nfusna. Hafna drabi jekk
nosservaw gisimna, mohhna u qalbna
nibdew nindunaw li I-affarijiet mhux sejrin
tajbin u xi forma ta’ azzjoni differenti trid
tittiehed.

2. Nammettu u naccettaw li ghaddejjin minn
sitwazzjoni difficli. Li naghmlu dan huwa
sinjal ta’ sahha u mhux ta’ dghufija ghax qed
inkunu kapaci nharsu « fil-mera » u nkunu
realisti¢ci u mhux nevitaw u ninnegaw ir-
realta.

3. Naghrfu u nifhmu l-limitazzjonijiet taghna.
Li nippruvaw dejjem inkunu super men
u super women hafna drabi jwassal
ghall-ezawriment personali u nnaqqsu
lii ta’ madwarna l-opportunita li jiehdu
r-responsabiltajiet taghhom ghax minflok
inkunu ged nghabbu lilna nfusna. Li xi
kultant nghidu le mhuwiex nuqqas izda
responsabilita lejna u lejn 1-ohrajn.

4. Inhobbu u nirrispettaw lilna nfusna billi
niehdu hsieb taghna nfusna anke f’affarijiet
zghar eZ:immur mixjajew naghmelxiforma
ta’ ezercizzju fiziku regolari; incempel lil u/

jew niltaga’ ma’ xi hadd li nista’ niftah qalbi
mieghu/maghha ; inferrah lili nnifsi b'xi
rigal zghir; niddedika ftit hin ghal xi hobby
li nhobb u li jirrilassani ;

5. Nitghallmu naraw it-tazza dejjem nofsha
mimlija milli nofsha vojta. Il-percezzjoni
tal-hajja bla ma nafu tikkundizzjonalna
hafna I-mod kif ahna nghixu.

6. Niffukaw fuq li ghandna u mhux fuq li
m’ghandniex. Insibu xi haga wahda pozittiva
kuljum fina jew f ‘dak li ghaddejna minnu.

7. Ninvolvu ruhna f’xi forma ta’ attivita/
xoghol bi qgligh jew volontarju b’'mod
moderat. Dan huwa forma tajba ta’ terapija
ghax tkun ged tohrog mid-dar, tiltaga’ man-
nies, taljena ftit ruhek u thossok utli !

8. Nitolbu ghajnuna/gwida professjonali ez
tobba tal-familja, psikjatri, counsellors/
psikologi/psikoterapisti, social workers
ecc skont il-kaz.

[I-hajja hija don u hija wkoll qasira. Ejja
naghmlu kuragg biex nghinu lilna nfusna u lil
ta’ madwarna, nghixuha bl-ahjar mod possibbli.

¢z HVLAA.
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50 SENA SACERDOT

PATRI ADEODAT
SCHEMBRI

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Dakinhar tal-festa f’gheluq il-50 sena mill-
Ordinazzjoni Sacerdotali ta’ Patri Adeodat,
fit-12 ta’ Marzu, fl-istess knisja li kienet saret
1-Ordinazzjoni u fl-istess jum tal-Ordinazzjoni,
il-Kav Joe M Attard mill-Victoria Ghawdex, qara
din il-poezija.

Ghaziz Patri Adeodato

Mill-gdid tinsab fost I-Ghawdxin -
Snin twal ilu tlagt minn fostna
Mill-gdid riedek hawn Wistin!

U dalghodu tinsab maghna
Ghax qed taghlaq il-Hamsin -
Lil Gesu Ostja int tnizzel

U trejjaq lill-midinbin!

Parti kbira minn dik hajtek
Ghaddejtha gewwa l-Brazil,
Sptarijiet u knejjes tibni

F’bnazzi jew maltemp qalil!

U qabel ma wasalt fostna

Ghaddeijt xi zmien f’Hal Tarxien;
Kont fejn kont jien m’ghandix dubju
Zgur ma hlejtx tieghek iz-zmien.

U issa ged tkompli taghti
Dehra sbejha 'l dal-kunvent
Sabiex kull min imidd riglu
[sib hawn l-isbah ambjent.

[llum inti gejt biex tifrah
Fostil-qraba u I-hbieb

Mieghek ridna dal-ferh nagsmu
U dlonk berrahtilna I-bieb.

HOLAA BEINIETNA,

Biex jifrahlek qieghed nilmah

Kif ukoll lill-E¢¢ellenza

Li ghalkemm f’rahlu hemm il-festa
Tieghu hawn dlonk il-prezenza.

F’isem dawn kollha migbura
Nawguralek aktar snin

Biex tissokta, tahdem, thabrek
Fl-ghalqa tal-Mulej Divin.

Meta thossok xi ftit wahdek
[tfa’ harstek fuq Wistin;
Hemm ukoll tal-Impossibbli,
Mieghek Monika kull hin.

Jekk thossok ged taqta’ qalbek
Ghandek lil tal-Bon Kunsill -
Din I-Omm taghna li mis-Sema
Sa tferrhek, taghmlek trankwill!

Issa hemm ukoll Fra Grazzja
Ta’ fama tajba w qaddisa

Li dan l-ahhar ghamiltulu
Festa helwa u dinjituza.

Ma’ dawn kollha sa ssib lilna
Sabiex naghtuk daqqa t'id

Dan naghmluh bil-ferh u lI-ghozza
B’rieda soda tal-hadid.

Ghaziz Pirjol taf x’qged nahseb?
Min jaf ghadx jahrab il-hin

U mill-gdid hawnhekk niltaqghu
Biex nghannilek tas-Sittin!

KAV JOE M ATTARD
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DUTTUR TAL-KNISJA AGOSTINJAN?

L-EWWEL KAZ FL-ISTORJA TAL-ORDNI AGOSTINJAN

Bejn il-21 u 1-25 ta’ Novembru 2016, matul il-
laggha tal-Konferenza Episkopali Spanjola, fost
id-diversitemi trattati, kien hemmid-diskussjoni
u l-votazzjoni ghal talba uffi¢jali sabiex San
Tumas ta’ Villanova (1488-1555) jinghata
t-titlu ta’ Duttur tal-Knisja Universali, imressqa
mill-Postulazzjoni Generali Agostinjana, bl-
appogg tal-Postulazzjonijiet Generali tal-Ordni
Agostinjani Rikolletti, 1-Agostinjani Skalzi u
s-sostenn shih tal-Federazzjoni Agostinjana
Spanjola (FAE, li tigbor fiha lI-bosta Ordinijiet u
Kongregazzjonijiet ta’ spirtu Agostinjan prezenti
fl-art Iberika). Din it-talba uffi¢jali ghandha
ggedded l-isforzi li saru diga min-nofs is-seklu
dsatax sal-lum, u li s’issa kienu baqghu ma taw
l-ebdafrott.Ir-ragunili ghalihal-processbiex San
Tumas ta’ Villanova jinghata t-titlu importanti
ta’ Duttur tal-Knisja ma’ mexiex 'il quddiem hija
n-nuqqas ta’ edizzjoni kritika tal-kitbiet tieghu;
issa, wara sforz kbir maghmul mill-FAE u minn
kummissjoni ta’ studjuzi Agostinjani, nistghu
ngawdu edizzjoni kritika sabiha ippubblikata
mill-BAC (Biblioteca de Autores Cristianos). Fl-
arkivju storiku tal-Kongregazzjoni tar-Riti (illum
il-Kongregazzjoni ghall-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin),
insibu ittri postulatorji mibghuta minn isqfijiet
diversi lura fis-snin sebghin tas-seklu dsatax.
Kif inhu maghruf, San Tumas gawda sa mill-
bidu minn fama li kellu duttrina teologika
eccellenti. Dan jidher sahansitra fl-ikonografija
tal-qaddis, li tipprezentah bhala qaddis gharef,
kontemplattiv, mitfugh fuq l-istudju tal-Kelma
biex ikun jista’ jxerridha fost il-poplu mahbub
tieghu ta’ Valenzja, ta’ liema belt kien mahtur
arcisqof fl-1544.

Fl-imsemmija sessjoni plenarja tal-Konferenza
Episkopali Spanjola, giet diskussa t-talba
mressqa mit-tliet Postulazzjonijiet Generali, li
gietapprovatamill-isqfijietSpanjoliliezaminaw
il-motivazzjonijiet mirquma u  deskritti
f’dettall kbir fit-talba mressqa, u li qablu li
jridu huma wkoll jappoggjaw l-iter ghall-ghoti
tat-titlu ta’ Duttur tal-Knisja. Il-vot favorevoli
tal-Konferenza Episkopali Spanjola wasal ftit
gimghat ilu fi hdan is-Santa Sede u attwalment
jinsab fl-ewwel fazi ta’ valutazzjoni min-naha

tal-Kongregazzjoni ghall-
Kawzi tal-Qaddisin, bhala
l-organu kompetenti li jghin lill-Papa jiggudika
u jiddeciedi f’din il-materja.

Xi jfisser dan kollu? L-Ordni Agostinjan ra
f’'San Tumas mhux biss il-qaddis tal-foqra,
imma wkoll gaddis li ta kontribut lill-Knisja
b’'mod universali b’diversi modi. Bizzejjed
niftakru l-impenn tieghu f’li jfittex jibghat
tant missjunjunarji Agostinjani fl-Amerika
Latina jew fis-seminarju tieghu mwaqqaf gqabel
sahansitra 1-Konc¢ilju ta’ Trento li ghadu miftuh
sal-gurnata tal-lum. Mhux ta’ b’xejn li fis-snin
hamsin tas-seklu l-iehor kien iddikjarat patrun
tal-istudju fi hdan 1-Ordni! Il-pass li issa gqed
jitwettagq, fi spirtu ta’ kontinwazzjoni ma’ dawk
diga mwettqa qabel, irid li din it-teologija
tingharaf ufficjalment mill-Knisja bhala
eminens doctrina.

Biex jinghata t-titlu ta’ Duttur tal-Knisja, jehtieg
li jitwettqu tliet rekwiziti fundamentali:

1. Qdusija tal-hagjja: 1li f’dan il-kaz taghna
ma hemm l-ebda dubji, ghaliex Tumas ta’
Villanova gie kkanonizzat fl-1658;

2. Duttrina eminenti: ¢ioe, duttrina teologika
il fuq min dik normali tal-epoka li fiha ghex;

3. Definizzjoni tal-Papa, bhala l-persuna
wahdanija li tista’ tikkonferixxi t-titlu ta’
Duttur tal-Knisja Universali lil xi persuna
Kattolika.

Quddiem dawn l-izviluppi, ta’ min wiehed
jaghmel numru ta' riflessjonijiet. Qabelxejn
jehtieg jigi pprecizat u apprezzat li, permezz
tal-Postulazzjoni Generali Agostinjana, it-tliet
Ordnijiet - 1-Agostinjani, l-Agostinjani Skalzi u
r-Rekolletti-inghaqdu ghall-ewwel darba flimkien
f’ghan komuni ghal progett konkret. Barra hekk,
l-Arcidjocesi ta’ Valenzja, fejn jinhass fervur kbir
lejnil-qaddis, tat u qed taghtil-appogg shih taghha
ghal din l-inizjattiva. Jehtieg niftakru li r-raghaj
tal-arc¢idjocesi, il-Kardinal Canizares, ghandu
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rapport mill-aktar strett ma’ San Tumas, peress
li ghamel it-tezi dottorali fit-teologija dommatika
propju fuq dan il-qaddis. Biex dan il-progett ikun
jista’ jimxi il quddiem, gie iffurmat grupp Zghir
maghmul mit-tliet Postulaturi Generali, mill-
President tal-FAE, minn rappreZentat spanjol tal-
Ordni Agostinjan, iehor tar-Rekolletti u fl-ahhar
nett, iehor mill-Arcidjocesi ta’ Valenzja. Qeghdin
jigu organizzati wkoll numru ta' inizjattivi,
fosthom kungressi, biex tigi apprezzata aktar it-
teologija ta’ San Tumas. Fl-okkazjoni tas-Sena tal-
Hniena, giet imnedija wkoll pubblikazzjoni li fiha
kienet ipprezentata t-tema tal-hniena fil-kitba tal-
qaddis.

Fejn jidhol imbaghad l-iter tal-process
kanoniku, wara l-passi li ttiehdu diga, dawk li
jmiss huma:

1. L-ewwel vot min-naha tal-Kongregazzjoni
ghall-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin 1i jservi bhala
parir generali ghall-Papa.

2. Jintbaghtu sadanittant, ittri postulatorji
lill-Papa, cioe, it-talbiet ta’ organizmi
civili, religjuzi u akkademic¢i li jridu
jappoggjaw din it-talba taghna. Dawn
huma ta’ importanza kbira ghaliex jixhdu
xewqa diffuza li tmur lil hinn mill-Ordni
Agostinjan.

3. 1l-Kongregazzjoni ghall-Kawzi tal-Qaddisin
tipprezenta l-voti preliminari taghha lill-
Papa biex jinkiseb il-beneplacitu tieghu.

4. Miksub dan tal-ahhar, I-opera omnia ta’ San
Tumas tigi mghoddija lill-Kongregazzjoni
ghad-Duttrina tal-Fidi, fejn grupp ta’ teologi
jiddetermina tezistix jew le l-eminens
doctrina fil-kitbiet tieghu li waslu sa
ghandna bhala element principali biex jigi
konferit it-titlu.

5. Galadarba t-teologi jaslu ghall-konkluzjoni
affermattiva, il-Postulazzjoni Generali,
bl-ghajnuna ta’ kollaboraturi diversi, trid
thejji, dik li tissejjah Positio super ecclesiae
doctoratu fejn tali eminens doctrina tigi
esposta b’'mod ragunat u iddettaljat.

6. Hekk kif il-Positio tasal fil-konkluzjoni
taghha, il-Kongregazzjoni ghall-Kawzi tal-

MMA

Qaddisin tipprezenta I-kaz mill-gdid lill-Papa
ghall-gudizzju definittiv tieghu, bit-tama
taghna lkoll hija li jkun wiehed pozittiv. It-
titlu ta’ Duttur Universali tal-Knisja jinghata
mbaghad permezz ta’ bolla pontificja.

Dan hu l-ewwel kaz fl-istorja tal-Ordni
Agostinjan li fih wiehed minn uliedu ged ikun
ipprezentat ghall-gudizzju tal-Knisja biex ikun
iddikjarat Duttur. Il-passi li saru dan l-ahhar
diga jghaddu dawk kollha li saru fi Zminijiet
imghoddija. Inhossu li tali rikonoxximent huwa
utli hafna ghall-Knisja tal-lum. Ahna, l-istess
bhal hutna li gew qabilna, nemmnu b’'mod
shih li d-duttrina li San Tumas ipprezenta lill-
poplu tieghu, permezz ta’ tant prietki u trattati,
thaddan valuri li jghoddu ghal kull seklu u
kultura, u li fil-profondita taghhom, jistghu
jehinu lill-Insara biex jiffurmaw irwiehhom
ahjar fl-ischola amoris.

Nistieden lill-huti kollha sabiex jafdaw din
l-opra f’idejn il-Mulej u jghinu l-isforzi u
l-hidmiet taghna bit-talb taghhom.

IETNA, <



PUBBLIKAZZJONLJIET

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

L-Arzella ta’ Santu Wistin:

L-Arzella ta’ Santu Wistin, Stejjer mill-Genna.
Dan il-ktieb, mahdum minn Andrew Borg,
mimli grajjiet mill-hajja ta’ Santu Wistin, bi
prezentazzjoni mill-isbah ghall- ewwel darba
f’Malta mhux biss ghat-tfal imma wkoll ghal
kull min qgieghed ifittex lil Alla. Pubblikazzjoni
Deer. 1l-prezz ta’ dan il-ktieb ser ikun ta’ €5
mill-hwienet ewlenin.
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Fra Grazzja Gauci Agostinjan - Il-Bniedem
Tajjeb u Twajjeb ma’ Kulhadd Qaddej
Fidil tal-Evangelju - ta’ Eman Bonnici
(Pubblikazzjoni Best Print 2017)

Fit-8 ta’ Frar 2017, ghall-okkazjoni tal-ftuh
tal-process ta’ hajja ezemplari ta’ Fra Grazzja
Gauci, Agostinjan mill-Gharb, Eman Bonnici
nieda bijografija ta’ dan l-ajk, izjed maghruf fost
il-pied noirs u l-Algerini f’Bona (illum Annaba),
fejn qatta’ 42 sena fil-missjoni tal-Provin¢ja
Agostinjana Maltija fl-Algerija, milli f’Ghawdex.

Huwa ktieb li jifrex fuq mija u hamsin pagna,
imma miktub bi stil mexxej ghall-ahhar, b’bosta
siltiet li jmissu x-xhieda ta’ persuni li kienu jafu
lill-Fra Grazzja.

Wara kelmtejn tal-Provin¢jal, P. Raymond
Francalanza u dahla mill-Kardinal Loris
Francesco Capovilla, l-awtur jifrex il-kitba
tieghu fuq Fra Grazzja Gauci, Agostinjan, il-
Bniedem Tajjeb u Twajjeb ma’ Kulhadd, Qaddej
Fidil tal-Evangelju, fuq zewg partijiet ewlenin.
Eman jiftah l-ewwel parti billi jkellimna fuq
il-post fejn il-Fra qatta’ I-parti 1-kbira ta’ hajtu
fl-Algerija fl-Afrika ta’ Fuq. It-tieni parti, li hija
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l-parti principali, I-awtur ikellimna fuq il-hajja
diretta tieghu fil-familja, fir-Rahal tal-Gharb u
meta halla I-familja biex jibda jghix il-hajja tal-
kunvent mal-Ordni Agostinjan.

Kifjghidilna l-awtur stess, dan il-Fra kien kwazi
anonimu, ukoll ghan-nies mir-rahal tal-Gharb
fejn ghex tfulitu u parti minn Zghozitu. Kien
ukoll kwazi injorat minn shabu stess fil-hajja
religjuza, minhabba Z-zmien li qatta’ barra.
Ghalhekk Eman Kkellu jfittex kwazi fil-bahh u
fix-xejn biex mill-frak li seta’ waga’ minn fuq il-
mejda, jipprova jghaqqad it-trufijiet ta’ kobba,
li ghalkemm kienet tezisti, qatt ma thabblet,
biex it-trufijiet taghha setghu jinghaqdu u jkun
jista’ jibni l-bijografija tieghu. Kif naraw, il-ktieb
huwa mimli b’noti u riferenzi fejn jaghtuna
taghrif sostanzjali, ibbazat fuq il-verita u mhux
ivvintat. U hawnhekk naghti proset bil-kbir lill-
awtur ta’ dan ix-xoghol.

Ix-xrara li gieghlet lil Eman iqabbad huggiega
kienet semplici kelma, li kien sema’” minn
patri jitkellem fuq patri iehor li kien gqaddis.
Ghax bhalma jghid l-awtur, “facli n-nies tasal
ghall-konkluzjoni li xi hadd f’kunvent kien
gaddis, imma meta din tinghad ukoll minn
gewwa allura xi haga jkun hemm veru.” Din
l-osservazzjoni turi kemm Eman huwa attent
f’dak li jisma), jara, jaqra, u josserva fil-hajja
umana minghajr ma jahrablu xejn. Certa kritika
li jaghmel fuq l-imgiba ta’ ¢certi patrijiet u I-mod
kif gabu ruhhom ma’ Fra Grazzja ghas-semplici
raguni ghax kien semplici ajk, jaghti lill-kitba
tieghu sens ta’ fiduc¢ja u onesta fuq il-hajja ta’
dan il-Fra li ma ghamel ebda hoss kemm bit-
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twelid tieghu li sehhet fid-9 ta’ Frar 1911,
kemm bil-mewt tieghu fid-Dar tal-Kleru fit-8
ta’ Frar 2005, u izjed u izjed bil-hajja tieghu ta’
ajk religjuz bix-xoghol fil-k¢ina, fit-tindif tal-
kunvent u fis-sagristija.

L-istorja, jew ahjar il-bijografija ta’ Fra Grazzja,
Eman gharaf jaghtiha forma kompleta, billi
dahhal ukoll sitwazzjonijiet socjokulturali,
spec¢jalment tal-Algerija, biex jinkwadra ahjar
il-hajja tal-Fra fl-ambjent fejn kien ged jghix.
Irnexxielu johrog il-karattru ta’ Fra Grazzja
permezz tar-relazzjoni li kellu ma’ persuni
li ghexu mieghu fil-komunita. U mhux inqas,
il-gabra ta’ xhieda li Eman irnexxielu jigbor
minghand in-nies, li ghalkemm huma ta’
opinjonijiet diversi, ilkoll jiltaqghu fuq dak li
jaghmel id-differenza fi Fra Grazzja.

Eman idahhal element ewlieni iehor fix-xoghol
tieghu: dak li hass fih huwa u jistharreg fuq il-
hajja ta’ Fra Grazzja. Dan huwa jaghmlu b’tant
herga li hemm mumenti li donnu l-awtur kien
ged isegwi lill-Fra minn wara l-kwinti tal-
hajja tieghu. Dan l-element jidher hekk qgawwi
spe¢jalment meta jsemmi l-umiljazzjoni li
ghadda minnha l-Fra. Donnu jridna nkunu
konxji ta’ dak li Fra Grazzja kien qed igarrab fis-
skiet.Imma dan jaghmlu wkoll fit-tbatija li sofra
fil-mard li kellu u li dejjem baqga’ irrassenjat.
Eman jaghtina x'nifhmu, li wkoll minn wara
l-kwinti kien hemm xi hadd isus wara l-Fra.
Ghalhekk kien dejjem bid-dahka fuq fommu
ghax kien jaf li ma kienx abbandunat.

Ma rridx nesagera, imma nasal biex nghid fl-
ahhar, li xoghol bhal dan li kiteb Eman, huwa
djalogu mal-qarrej. Jekk l-awtur jitkellem
dwar “ir-ras baxxuta”, “il-fomm sieket”, “ta’ ftit
kliem” tal-Fra meta kien jiltaga’ jew jitkellem
man-nies, jirnexxielu bil-hila tal-istil igajjem il-
konxju ta’ min jaqra u biex nghid hekk johloq
sfida bejn dak li 1-Fra Grazzja ghex fil-hemda
tas-skiet u l-qarrej li ged jghix illum imdawwar
b’'tant storbju. Donnu jrid jibghat lill-qarre;j
ghal dak li d-dinja tal-lum ged tbieghed minnu:
is-skiet, fejn il-bniedem jista’ jiltaga’ mieghu
nnifsu u hemm ikun jista’ jiltaga’ mal-Iehor,
jigifieri 1-“jien” u I-“int”.

mml

I1-Familja tal-Iben il-Hali

Il-parabbola mfissra ghal Zzmienna

Minn Fr Augusto Carlos Pereira SCJ], maqlub
ghall-Malti minn P. Konstantinu Borg OSA.
L-ghan ewlieni ta’ dan il-ktejjeb, mhux aktar
minn 94 pagna, biex jghin lill-qarrej halli jinZel
fil-fond ta’ din il-parabbola mfissra wkoll
tant tajjeb ghal Zmienna. Diversi mistogsijiet
jinsabu f’dan il-ktieb biex kull min jaqrah jasal
ukoll ghal dixxerniment ahjar tal-messagg ta’
din il-parabbola. Jinsab ghall-bejgh ghall-prezz
ta’ €5.50.

Dahla ghar-Regula ta’ Santu Wistin

Studjuz ta‘ ghadd kbir ta‘ testi legislattivi
monasti¢i, certu C. Lambot (1900-1968)
kiteb hekk dwar ir-Regula ta“ S. Wistin: “Kull
kodici monastiku jniedi I-principji li fughom
trid tissejjes hajja ta‘ flimkien perfetta. Hadd
qatt ma sehhlu jfisser dan il-principju b'‘qawwa
dags ir-Regula ta’ S. Wistin. Miktuba b‘certa
heffa ta‘ pinna, fiha huwa ma fehemx inizzel
id-dmirijiet kollha li titlob il-hajja ta‘ flimkien.
Hemm fiha I-qawwa tal-umilta, tal-ubbidjenza,
tas-skiet, u tat-talb liturgiku ta‘ flimkien. Fiha
huwa ma dahalx fl-irqaqat kollha tad-dixxiplina
fil-hajja ta“ kuljum gewwa dar, imma iva dwar
l-ilbies, il-harsien mitlub taghhom, u dwar id-
dieta, I-ikel. L-originalita taghha minghajr
ma turi I-qawwa u Il-kobor tal-gherf ta’ min
fassalha, tinsab imsejsa fuq is-sisien ta‘ ghaqda
shiha tal-ispirtu, tal-qalb, u tal-ghotja ta“ kull
wiehed fill-monasteru, tal-ekwilibriju mitlub, u
milhuq bis-sahha ta’ mhabba shiha bejn I-irhieb
bhala f‘familja wahda religjuza. Jinsahaq ukoll
fuq kif jitwittew id-differenzi ta‘ karattru,
ta‘ tahrig, u ta“ htigijiet, li ssibhom f'kull fejn
hemm migemgha ta‘ bnedmin, I-ghotja tal-
wiehed ghall-iehor li ssughom il-hin kollu lil
hinn minnhom infushom, u twagqqaf, fl-istess
wagqt, regolamenti mihtiega. Dan kollu spi¢ca
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kien it-timbru fuq dak kollu li naqraw fl-Ittra
211, jigifieri, minn dak li nqala‘ bejn I-irhieb
tal-monasteru ta’ Ippona, u kif Wistin mar dritt
b’kitbietu ghal dik il-perfezzjoni tal-imhabba
divina fl-imhabba tal-proxxmu*“ (,Linfluence
de S. Augustin sur la Reégle de S. Benoit,” Revue
Liturgique et Monastique (numero special a
I‘occasion du XIV° centenaire de la fondation
du Mont-Cassin 529-1929. (Belgium: Abbaye
de Maredsous 1929): 327).

283-30
April 2017
open

St Mark’s
Priory,
Rabat

Hu fuq dawn is-sisien u principji li fisser C.
Lambot hawn fugq, li P. Salvinu hejja t-test bil-
Malti ghar-Regula ta‘ Santu Wistin. Il-librett hu
frott tat-tahdita li P. Salvinu ta dwar ir-Regula
nhar it-22 ta’ Frar 2017 fis-sala tal-Kullegg
S. Wistin fil-Pjeta. Ghal din it-tahdita gew
lejn il-qdusija hija mdawla mir-Regula ta‘ Santu
Wistin. Ghalkemm ghandna verzjonijiet u studji
ohrajn tar-Regula bil-Malti, u tajbin, izda ghac-
celebrazzjonijiet tal-200 sena mit-twaqqif tal-
Provin¢ja Agostinjana f‘Malta (1817-2017),
kien jixraq li tinghata daqqa t‘ghajn eqreb
sabiex kitbet Wistin tinzamm dejjem iktar qrib
uddawwal il-mixja taghna fiz-Zmenijiet tal-lum.
[I-pregju ta‘ dan il-kontribut ta‘ P. Salvinu ghall-
istudju ta‘ kitbet Wistin jinsab fil-fa¢¢ati ta‘
kitbiet dwar ir-Regula, jigifieri 1-biblijografija
aggornata dwarha.

IHE AUGESTINIAN
CLOIFTER
]
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ISTITUT AGOSTINJAN
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L-Annual tal-Istitut Agostinjan

Din is-sena wkoll inhareg l-Annual tal-Istitut
Agostinjan ghall-hidma tas-sena akkademika
2015-2016. Din hija 1-10 edizzjoni tal-Annual.
Minbarra I-kelmtejn mid-Direttur, il-Prof.
Salvinu Caruana OSA, hemm ukoll rassenja tal-
hidmiet kollha li sehhew fl-Istitut Agostinjan, il-
Kors Ghal Kulhadd - 2015-2016, ul-edizzjoni 19
tal-Annual St Augustine Lecture - 2015 moghti
mill-ET Henri Teissier. Fih ukoll ritratti tal-
gradwati ghas-sena akkademika 2015-2016,
kif ukoll taghrif dwar il-Live-In li sar nhar I-1,
it-2, u t-3 ta’ Mejju 2016. Ir-Revdu Dr Jonathan
Farrugia SThD (Aug.), kiteb dwar San Girgor
ta’ Nissa: zmienu - hajtu - kitbietu, filwaqt illi
I-Professur ~ Anthony  Dupont
mill-KU Leuven, flimkien ma’
Gregory W. LEE (Wheaton),
kitbu dwar Augustine’s
Two Cities Revisited
Contemporary
Approaches to
De Civitate Dei.
- Fl-ahhar nett, fih
— il-programm ghas-sena
akkademika 2016-2017 u rassenja
tal-Professur A. Dupont tal-ktieb ta’ Dr
Michael J. S. Bruno, Political Augustinianism:
modern interpretations of Augustine’s political

thought, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2014.

I1-Professur Dr Anthony Dupont

Nhar il-Hamis, 23 ta’ Frar 2017 wasal Malta
lI-Professur Dr Anthony Dupont mill-Fakulta
tat-Teologija tal-KU Leuven. Il-professur
Dupont gie mistieden minn P. Salvinu Caruana
OSA, Direttur tal-Istitut Agostinjan sabiex
jaghti zewg konferenzi dwar II-Belt ta’ Alla ta’
Stu Wistin fis-sensiela ta’ tahditiet tal-Lectio
Augustini. Nhar 1-Erbgha, 1-1 ta’ Marzu 2017,
il-Prof. Dupont ta lecture dwar II-Belt ta’ Alla u
l-etika politika ta’ Stu Wistin, lill-istudenti ta’ P.
Salvinu tal-kors tal-Bacellerat fil-Filosofija tad-
Dipartiment tal-Filosofija fil-Fakulta tal-Arti
tal-Universita ta’ Malta.

I1-Professur Dott. Theodor Dieter
P. Salvinu Caruana OSA gie mistieden mid-
Dipartiment tar-Religjon u Studji Teologici

MMA
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tal-Universita ta’ KU
Leuven sabiex jattendi
ghall-konferenza  tal-
Professur Dott. Theodor
Dieter. Sa mill-1994, il-
Professur Dieter huwa
awtorita fil-qasam tad-
djalogu ekumeniku bejn
I il-knejjes  Protestanti

u I-Knisja Kattolika.
Huwa direttur tal-Institute for Ecumenical
Research. Huwa studja u ghallem il-filosofija u
t-teologija gewwa l-Universitajiet ta’ Tiibingen
u ta’ Heidelberg fil-Germanja. It-tezi tieghu
kienet dwar: “The Philosophical Theses of
Luther’s Heidelberg Disputation and Their
Proofs. A Critical Commentary”. Huwa Kkien
ukoll id-direttur tal-Institute for Christian
Social Teaching (Institut fiir Christliche
Gesellschaftslehre) fl-Universita ta’ Tiibingen
u ghallem l-etika tal-ekonomija. Huwa kiteb
it-tezi sabiex sar professur dwar: “The Young
Luther and Aristotle”. lllum il-professur Dieter
hu mitfugh fuq l-istudju tal-hajja u 1-kitba ta’
Martinu Luteru. Dieter huwa wkoll pastor tal-
Landeskirche f’Wiirttemberg fil-Germanja u hu
mizzewweg u ghandu tlett itfal. It-tahdita ta’
Dieter fil-KU Leuven kienet: From Persecution
to Reconciliation, u saret nhar 1-14 ta’ Frar fis-
7pm. L-ghada, il-15 ta’ Frar, il-Professur Dieter
inghata dottorat honoris causa mill-KU Leuven.

Martinu Luteru

Bhalissa P. Salvinu
gieghed jahdem ricerka
fuq diskors li  gie
mistieden jaghti mill-
Pro-Rettur tal-Universita
ta’ Malta, il-Professur
Joe Cacciottolo, nhar
il-Erbgha, 10 ta’ Mejju
2017 dwar Martinu
Luteru fl-Aula Magna tal-
Universita 1-Qadima fil-Belt. Il-lecture sejjer
ikun fis-6.30pm dwar «Augustinus totus noster
est «. Luther’s Augustine on free will.




LAJCI AGOSTINJANI

CELEBRAZZJONI TAL-KONTRIBUT
TAL-AGOSTINJANI MALTIN F'DIVERSI PALJIZI

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Nhar il-Hamis, 16 ta’ Frar saret laqgha ohra
ghal-Lajc¢i Agostinjani. 'Il fuqg minn 80 lajk u
lajka ngabru fil-komunita ta’ Paceville ghal
din il-laggha fejn fl-okkazjoni tal-200 sena
mit-twaqqif tal-Provin¢ja Agostinjana Maltija,
irringrazzjajna lil Alla u i¢celebrajna 1-gid kbir
li sar u ghadu jsir minn Agostinjani Maltin lil
hinn minn xtutna. Il-laggha bdiet b’quddiesa
koncelebrata mmexxija mill-Provinc¢jal P. Ray
Francalanza, fil-Knisja tal- Bon Kunsill. Wara
nzilna fl-Auditorium tal-WOW fejn kompliet il-
laggha.

Kienu disgha I-patrijiet li taw Il-esperjenzi
taghhom:

P. Adeodat Schembri li tkellem dwar kif il-
Provin¢ja dejjem hasset il-bzonn li taghti
s-servizz tal-membri taghha anke lil hinn minn
xtutna.

P. Kostantin Borg li tkellem dwar il-qasam
ewlieni li fih kkontribwew l-Agostinjani Maltin
fil-Brazil f’aktar minn 50 sena.

P. Raphael Abdilla li bhala I-patri li ghal Zmien
twil kien responsabbli mill-vokazzjonijiet u
I-formazzjoni ta’ kandidati godda ghall-hajja
religjuza Agostinjana fil-Brazil, tkellem dwar il-
Braziljani li waslu biex jiffurmaw Provin¢ja
gdida taghhom. P. Rafel tkellem ukoll dwar iz-
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zmien li huwa ghamel fl-Algerija u x'inhuwa
l-kontribut ta’ komunita religjuza f’pajjiz
Musulman.

P. David Cortis li tkellem dwar l-esperjenza
missjunarja li meta kien djaknu ghamel f’Kuba.

P. Pawl Muscat li tkellem dwar il-missjoni li
1-Agostinjani Maltin kellhom fit-Tunezija.

P. Alan Scerri li tkellem dwar il-komunita li
1-Agostinjani kellhom ghal hafna snin f’Catania
fi Sqallija.

P. Peter Paul li ta servizz fl-Algerija, Brazil,
[talja, tkellem dwar x’ kien li tah il-kuragg biex
jaghti s-servizz tieghu f’"dawn il-postijiet kollha
kull meta gie mitlub.

P. Mario Abela li tkellem dwar is- Segretarjat
Tal-Missjonijiet Agostinjani, li I-ghan tieghu hu
li jippromwovi l-missjonijiet Agostinjani, jigbor
fondi ghalihom u jtella’ grupp ta’ zghazagh fis-
sajf biex jahdmu f’komunitajiet Agostinjani
f’artijiet tal-Missjoni. Hu tkellem dwar x’jahseb
li kien l-impatt fuq iz-zghazagh li ghamlu dawn
l-esperjenzi.

Wara tkellem Il-Provin¢jal P. Ray Francalanza
li waqt li irringrazzja lill-Patrijiet li taw dawn
l-esperjenzi ghas-servizz taghhom, u lil-laj¢i
li ghogobhom jattendu, qal li huwa nnota
d-disponibilta tal-patrijiet li jmorru fejn kienu
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mitluba li jmorru. U gal li huwa importanti li
I-1ajc¢i i huma midhla tal-patrijiet, jghinu id-
disponibilta tal-patri biex imur minn post
ghall-iehor skont il-bZonn, billi jifhmu li dik
hija parti mill-vokazzjoni religjuza li l-patri
huwa msejjah ghaliha.

Wara ssemmew il-patrijiet Agostinjani Maltin
li llum ghadhom qed jaghtu s-servizz taghhom
barra minn Malta:

L-Eminenza Tieghu I-Kardinal Prospero Grech,
li ged iservi lill-Knisja Universali.

P. Josef Sciberras, li ged iservi lill-Ordni
Agostinjan bhala Postulatur tal-Qaddisin.

P. Martin Micallef, li huwa l-Ekonomu tal-

Kullegg Santa Monika

f’Ruma.

Internazzjonali ta’
P. Lu¢jan Borg, li ged iservi fil-Komunita
Agostinjana f’Kuba.

P. Paul Formosa, li qed iservi fil-Provin¢ja
Braziljana

P.Frans Callejali ged iservi fil-Provin¢ja Taljana.

HVLQA.

Fl-ahhar nett gie mistieden P. Hilary
Tagliaferro, Direttur tal-Millenium Chapel biex
jitkellem dwar progett gdid li 1-Millennium
Chapel Foundation flimkien mal-Komunita
Agostinjana f’Paceville qeghdin jahsbu li
jaghmlu. Dan huwa I-Meditation Garden.

Wara hadna xi refreshments flimkien fejn il-
laj¢i u l-patrijiet kellhom i¢-cans li jkomplu
jagsmu l-esperjenzi taghhom flimkien.

Fisem il-Kummissjoni Provin¢jali tal-Lajci
Agostinjani nixtieq nirringrazzja lil P. Mario
Abela u l-komunita f’Paceville talli lagghuna
fosthom ghal din il-laggha, u pprodewlna ukoll
ir-refreshments.

[I-laggha tal-Laj¢i Agostinjani li jmiss, ser tkun
laggha mal-Pirjol Generali tal-Ordni li ser
ikun hawn Malta. Din il-laggha ser issir nhar
l-Erbgha, 17 ta’ Mejju fis-Sala Tal-Kullegg Santu
Wistin f’Tal-Pieta.




KULLEGG SANTU WISTIN
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Jannar

Fit-13,14,15 ta’ Jannar, il-Kullegg organizza
live-in ghall-Year 8s fil-Lukanda Paradise Bay,
il-Mellieha. Live-in iehor kien organizzat ghall-
istudenti tal-year 9s fis-27, 28 u 29 tal-istess
xahar.

Bejn is-16 u 1-20 ta’ Jannar giet organizzata
quddiesafil-Kappellatal-Kulleggghalkull klassi.
B’hekk I-istudenti inghataw l-opportunita li
jghixu c¢-celebrazzjoni Ewkaristika fi grupp
zghir.

Fit-18 ta’ Jannar il-Year 10s attendew laqgha
organizzata mill-ACTS f’Gattard House.

Fil-25 ta' Jannar il-Kullegg organizza l-Jum
Ewkaristiku fis-Settur Sekondarju. Il-Kullegg
organizza assembly specjali b’'talb u kant u
nghatat il-barka lill-iskola kollha. Matul il-
gurnata kull klassi kellha l-opportunita li tilga’
l-Ewkaristija waqt sessjoni qasira ohra ta’
talb. Diversi studenti zejnu l-klassi taghhom
b’xemghat u fjuri biex jilgghu b’'mod sabih lil
Gesu.

Mml
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Frar
Fit-8 ta’ Frar 2017 I-ghalliema tas-Settur
Primarju kellhom is-CPD  (Continuous

Professional Development) u fid-9 ta’ Frar 2017
kien imiss lill-ghalliema tas-Settur Sekondarju
biexjattendu ghal dinil-laggha. Dawn il-lagghat
isiru wara l-hin.

Bejn it-13 u 1-24 ta’ Frar 2017 l-istudenti
kellhom l-ezamijiet tal-Half-Yearly.

Fl-24 ta’ Frar giet organizzata serata tal-
karnival fis-sala tas-Settur Primarju, il-Marsa
filwaqgt li matul il-hin tal-iskola gie organizzat
party u diversi attivitajiet ohra tal-karnival
ghall-istudenti tal-Primarja.

Fit-28 ta’ Frar l-istudenti rebbieha tas-Science
Olympiad, kienu I-mistiedna speg¢jali fi¢-Centru
tax-Xjenza, Explora. Fit-8 ta’ Marzu imbaghad,
f’attivita li ttellghet fil-Fakulta tax-Xjenza tal-
Universita ta’ Malta, l-istess studenti gew
ipprezentati b’Internship li ser jiehdu sehem
fih fis-sajf li gej.
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Marzu

Fl-1 ta’ Marzu 2017 waqt l-assembly fis-Settur
Sekondarju saret ¢elebrazzjoni tat-Tqeghid tal-
Irmied. Celebrazzjoni simili saret aktar tard
matul il-gurnata fis-Settur Primarju.

Fit-3 ta’ Marzu 2017 giet organizzata Via Sagra
ghall-istudenti tas-Settur Primarju.

Fis-7 ta’ Marzu gew organizzati l-ezercizzji
spiritwali ghall-istudenti tal-Primarja. Gew
organizzati ezercizzji spiritwali ghall-Year 1 u
2, ohrajn ghall-Years 3 u 4 u ohrajn ghall-Years

Bejn it-8 u 1-10 ta’ Marzu gew organizzati
l-ezercizzji spiritwali ghall-istudenti tas-Settur
Sekondarju u ¢elebrazzjoni penitenzjali. Grupp
laqgha ghall-Years 7 u 8. Fr Luke Cutajar mexxa
l-laggha ghall-istudenti tal-Years 9, 10 u 11.

Bejn 1-10 u t-12 ta’ Marzu 2017 gie organizzat
il-live-in ghall-istudenti tal-Year 10s.

Fis-17 ta’ Marzu giet organizzata Parents’ Day
fis-Settur Primarju filwaqtli fl-20 ta’ Marzu giet
organizzata Parents’ Day fis-Settur Sekondarju.
Fil-25 ta’ Marzu

|-Kullegg  organizza

Celebration Day. Dan il-jum jigi organizzat
fil-Campus tas-Settur Primarju u jigbor fih
diversi attivitajiet bis-sehem ta’ numru kbir ta’
Studenti u edukaturi miz-zewg Setturi. Din ic¢-

Celebrazzjoni sservi anke bhala Open Day ghal
dawk li huma interessati li jigu jaraw il-hidma
taghna fil-Kullegg.

Fit-28 ta’ Marzu giet organizzata l-Isports
Day ghall-Kullegg kollu fil-Marsa Sports
Grounds, b’'mumenti komuni ghall-Kullegg
shih u mumenti ohrajn fejn l-istudenti nqgasmu
f’attivitajiet skont is-Settur.




MILL-KUNVENT SAN MARK - RABAT

[I-Papa Frangisku f’'wahda mill-omeliji tieghu
semma: “Kull persuna ikkonsagrata hija don
lill-poplu ta’ Alla li jinsab fit-trig. Hawn bzonn
kbir ghal dawn it-tip ta’ prezenzi, li jsahhu
u jgeddu l-impenn ghat-tixrid tal-Evangelju,
ghall-edukazzjoni nisranija, ghall-karita ma’
dawk li huma l-aktar fil-bZzonn, ghat-talb
kontemplattiv; l-impenn lejn il-formazzjoni
umana, lejn il-formazzjoni spiritwali taz-
zghazagh, tal-familji; I-impenn ghall-gustizzja
u l-paci fil-familja tal-bnedmin”. Ghalhekk
dawn il-pinzellati li gejjin huma wkoll f’dan ir-
rigward

Wara I-festi tal-Milied kien imiss il-Festa ta’
Sant’Anton Abbati li saret il-Hadd 15 ta’ Jannar,
b’koncelebrazzjoni  mill-Provin¢jal.  Wara
l-quddiesa, minkejja li kollox kien ippreparat u
peress li kienet ix-xita, il-purcissjoni ma saritx
imma t-tberik tal-annimali sar fil-kunvent.
Hekk ukoll kien hemm ospitalita tal-annimali.
Ukoll it-TVM gabet l-ahbar 1li “l-annimali

jitbierku ghall-irdoss tal-kunvent Agostinjan”.

F’Jannar ospitajna ghal ftit jiem lill-Provin¢jal
tal-Karmelitani P. Sandro Vella OCarm, peress
li kien ghal ftit tal-jiem wahdu. Apparti lilu
geghdin ukoll nospitaw lil missier Fr Pierre.
Huma gestisbieh uherginmill-qalb. Il-komunita
tilga’ wkoll Zghazagh ghall-esperjenzi, kif
ghamlet f’"dawn l-ahhar xhur.

Ghall-grazzja t'Alla fl-ahhar ta’ Frar tlesta
r-restawr tal-facéata tal-Knisja San Mark,
xoghol li sar b’'mod professjonali mir-Recoop
f’77 gurnata, bil-perit David Mifsud Parket.
Hekk il-fac¢cata tal-Knisja hadet lura Il-glorja
taghha. Fl-istess hin sar ukoll dawl gdid
(architectural lighting) ghall-faccata tal-

Knisja San Mark minn Spot On u wkoll saret
il-kalamita (MCE) fuq il-fontispizju. Fi progetti
bhal dawn u wkoll peress li kienu ghaddejjin
diversi attivitajiet u progetti ohra kien hemm
ukoll kordinazzjoni ta‘’l fuq minn 30 impjegat,
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fejn il-prezenza taghna tkun ukoll ta’ xhieda
ghal dawk li niltagghu maghhom.

Tkompla d-diversi tisbih fil-kunvent, diversi
manutenzjoni ta’ post li dejjem jehtieglu
l-manutenzjoni.

F’'Marzu, ilqajna lill-Fakulta tat-Teologija tal-
Universita ta’ Malta fl-okkazjoni tal-Faculty Day
fejn kellhom seminar ghall-istudenti prezenti u
passati u wkoll ghal-lecturers.

F’Marzu saru erbat ijiem ta’ ezercizzi spiritwali
bit-tema Praying with art and music, L-ewwel
tlett ijiem (27-29 ta’ Marzu) saru minn Hilary
Spiteri fejn permezz ta’ tliet pitturi partikolari
silett riflessjoni spiritwali ghal Zminijietna.
Dawn saru fir-Refettorju 1-Antik tal-Kunvent.
Ir-raba’ jum (30 ta’ Marzu) sar permezz ta’
kuncert mill-Clarinet Ensemble tal-Johann
Straus School of Music, taht id-direzzjoni ta’
Godfrey Mifsud li sar fil-Knisja San Mark.
Kien hemm qari ta’ riflessjonijiet Agostinjani
marbuta mar-Randan.

Tkompliet il-hidma fis-silenzju ta’ hafna
affarijiet relatati mar-restawr, lagghat ma’
individwi relatati mal-pastorali tal-kultura, u
ppjanar ta’ attivitajiet. Fl-istess hin tkomplew
il-preparamenti ghall-Open-Weekend (bl-isem
Vetustior Glorior — The Augustinian Cloister
Open-weekend) tal-Kunvent San Mark fit-28-
29-30 ta’ April, open-weekend nistednukom li
tattendu ghalih.

Apparti dawn l-affarijiet 1li jidhru hemm
diversi affarijiet ohra li diversi membri jaghtu
bil-ministeri taghhom f’oqsma tal-Provingja,
bhat-tmexxija, ekonomija, Bahrija, Buskett,
segreterija, vokazzjonijiet, zghazagh, prezenza
fl-iskejjel, librerija, aspetti soc¢jali, counselling,
grar, akkumpanjament spiritwali kemm ta’
zghazagh u ta’ koppiji li ser jizzewgu, taghlim
u ricerka, hidma fil-website u social media,
fost diversi affarijiet ohra. Alla dejjem maghna
anke fl-intoppi, diffikultajiet, u bsaten fir-roti li
niltaqghu maghhom.




CELEBRAZZJONIJIET TA’ FIDI U LITURGIJA
NISRANIJA RANDAN « GIMGHA MQADDSA
2017

I1-Festa tad-Duluri

I1-Gimgha 7 ta’ April

Fis-6pm issir il-quddiesa, biex wara min jixtieq
ikun jista’ jippartecipa fil-purcissjoni tad-
Duluri li tohrog mill-Knisja ta’ Giezu fir-Rabat.

Hadd I1-Palm

Jum iz-Zghazagh

Il-lum il-Knisja tfakkar id-dahla ta’ Kristu
Sidna f'Gerusalemm.

Is-Sibt 8 ta’ April

Fis-6.00pm - Tberik tal-frieghi tal-palm
u z-zebbug fuq iz-zuntier tal-knisja u wara
Ewkaristija bit-tifkira tad-dahla ta’ Kristu
f’Gerusalemm.

Catharinae fil-Knisja San Mark b’risq il-fond
ta’ restawr.

I1-Hadd 9 ta’ April - Ewkaristija fis-7.30am u
f1-10.00am

Via Sagra fil-Kuriduri tal-Kunvent
It-Tlieta 11 ta’ April

Ewkaristija fis-6pm

Fis-6.30pm Via Sagra fil-kuriduri tal-
Kunvent.

fil-Kuriduri tal-

Rikon¢iljazzjoni mal-Mulej
Kunvent u Bellesini Chapel

L-Erbgha 12 ta’ April
Mis-6.30pm ‘1 quddiem ikun hemm sacerdoti
available ghas-sagrament tar-rikonciljazzjoni.

Hamis ix-Xirka
Jum I-imhabba
II-Hamis 13 ta’ April

Ewkaristija u I-Ordni Sagri.
Filghodu ma jkunx hawn quddiesa tas-7am

6pm - Tifkira tat-Twaqqif tal-EwKkaristija
bil-hasil tar-riglejn. Wara jkun hemm Gesu
espost fit-Tabernaklu tar-Reposizzjoni ghal
adorazzjoni personali.

10.30pm - Adorazzjoni Komunitarja animata
mill-komunita agostinjana.

I1-Gimgha 1-Kbira
Jum il-fidi
I1-Gimgha 14 ta’ April

7.30am - Uffi¢ju tal-Qari u Tifhir ta’ sbieh
il-Jum mal-komunita fil-Knisja, quddiem Gesu
Ewkaristija.
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3.00pm - Liturgija Solenni b’Tifkira tal-
Passjoni u l-Mewt tal-Mulej

Sibt il-Ghid
Jum it-tama
Is-Sibt 15 ta’ April

[I-Knisja filghodu tkun maghluqa.

8.00pm - Liturgija Solenni tal-Lejl Qaddis
tal-Ghid tal-Qawmien tal-Mulej.

L-Ghid il-Kbir
I1-Hadd 16 ta’ Marzu

L-Ewkaristija tkun fis-7.30am u fl-10am.

Kant

L-animazzjoni  waqt  ic¢-Celebrazzjonijiet
liturgici jsir mill-Kor San Mark, taht id-
direzzjoni ta’ Sr Pauline Micallef ASGM.

Qrar
Esperjenza tal-mahfra t'’Alla

[I-grar isir kuljum qabel il-quddiesa fis-
sagristija. Min jixtieq hin iehor; jista’' jaghmel
appuntament ma’ xi membru tal-komunita.
Ser ikun hemm ukoll 1-Erbgha 12 ta’ April mis-
6.30pm ‘1 quddiem.

II-Komunita Agostinjana tawguralek mixja
spiritwali sabiha f’'dawn il-jiem tat-tbatija,
mewt u gawmien mill-imwiet ta’ Sidna Gesu
Kristu.

KUN AF....

Komunita Agostinjana

Kunvent San Mark, Triq Santu Wistin, Rabat
RBT 1117

Email: davidcortis@gmail.com

Tel: 21454111

Facebook: stmarkschurchrabat
www.augustiniancloister.org

AFFARLJIET SBIEH JIGRU GHAL DAWK LI JEMMNU,
AFFARUJIET AHJAR JIGRU GHAL DAWK LI HUMA PACENZJUZI,
PERO L-AQWA AFFARLIIET JIGRU GHAL DAWK

LI MA JAOTGHUX QALBHOM.
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MILL-KUNVENT SANTU WISTIN - VALLETTA

HIDMA INTENSIVA

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

[I-Komunita taghna kompliet bil-hidma
intensiva taghha fil-Kunvent taghna bl-ghajnuna
kbira li joffru xi voluntiera tal-madwar.

Bhalissa Joe Depares qed jiehu r-ritratti
tal-kotba 1li hemm fil-librerija, sabiex mill-
informazzjoni li jiehu, il-librar tal-Provin¢ja
jkun jista’ jaghmel l-iskedarju ghall-kotba
li ghandna fil-librerija. Patri Pawl Muscat
ged jiehu hsieb it-tindif tal-kotba u l-istivar
tal-kotba skont it-tema taghhom. F'din il-
librerija ghandna volum kbir ta’ kotba tajbin
hafna, u ohrajn li jridu attenzjoni kbira ghall-
kundizzjoni li jinsabu fihom minhabba z-zmien
li fihom u l-problemi tal-kamla li attakkat bis-
shih numru kbir ta’ kotba. Godfrey Caruana
ghaddej bl-ahhar irtokki tieghu fil-librerija, fejn
ged inehhi s-sadid li fihom gabel jizboghhom.
Ronnie Abdilla ha hsieb it-tiswijiet fl-injam tal-
librerija u ghaddej b’tiswijiet ohrajn fl-injam li
ghandna fil-Kunvent.

Bi thejjija ghall-Muzew, bdejna nizbarazzaw
il-mahzen, tant li Charlie Borg, beda jghaqqad
il-linef li ghal Zzmien twil kien ilu mdendel mas-
sagaf b’'tant hsarat. Dawn il-linef li xi whud
minnhom ser jigu utilizzati fil-Knisja u ohrajn
fil-Muzew li maz-Zmien ghad irridu nifthu.
Inxtraw xi partijiet nieqsa halli b’hekk inkunu
nistghu nuzaw kemm jista’ jkun l-affarijiet
kollha li ghandna merfugha.

Xoghol fis-sagristija tal-knisja

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Wara li temmejna l-kors, tliet voluntiera nisa,
bdew il-hidma taghhom fuq id-drappijiet, Rose
Depares, Lilian Muscat u Anna Bondin, bdew il-
hidma taghhom fuq l-inventarju tal-Komunita
flimkien ma’ xi tiswijiet li dawn kienu jehtiegu.

Restawr tal-pitturi tar-Refitorju

[x-xoghol tar-restawr fuq il-bini u tiswijiet ohra li
l-Kunventtaghnatantjehtiegkomplabl-impjegati
taghna Consolato Agius u Joseph Debono. Issa li
x-xoghol fit-tarag tas-Sagristija jinsab fi stadju
avvanzat hafna, kompla l-hidma tad-dawl u
rtokki ohra mehtiega minn P. Zaren Saliba. FI-
istess waqt qed isegwi l-hidma li ghaddejja
bhalissa fis-saqaf tas-Sagristija u fil-gimghat li
gejjin, il-hidma ser titkompla fl-ewwel sular, fejn
ghal Gunju li gej il-Komunita taghna ser tiftah
l-ewwel fazi ta¢-centru ta’ interpretazzjoni, li
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jikkonsisti f'Portrait Gallery, Arkivju tal-muzika,
l-Oratorju, il-Kappella l-antika u l-mahzen li
ser jigi trasformat f’¢entru ta’ attrazzjoni. Ghal
din l-ewwel fazi l-pubbliku ser ikun jista’ jidhol
ghalih mis-sagristija tal-Knisja taghna. Ma
jonqosx l-impenn tas-Sagristan John Farrugia, li
minkejja x-xoghol ghaddej ta’ kuljum, izomm il-
post kemm jista’ jkun nadif, minkejja t-trabijiet li
jkollna minhabba x-xoghlijiet.

Attivita

=» Fis-6 ta’ Jannar stedinna lill-familjari tal-
membri tal-Komunita taghna ghal drink
flimkien fir-Refettorju. Din l-attivita ilna
naghmluha ghal dawn l-ahhar snin, fejn
l-appuntament ta’ flimkien inzommuh tal-
inqas darbtejn f’sena.

=» Fis-16 ta’ Jannar sar Servizz Ekumeniku
fil-Knisja taghna. Din l-attivita kienet
organizzata mill-Provin¢ja fl-okkazjoni tal-
Bicentinarju.

=» FI-24 ta’ Jannar gew mistiedna ghall-pranzu
nies distinti flimkien mal-Kardinal Ravasi,
li gie Malta sabiex jaghti konferenza bhala
parti mill-attivitajiet tal-Bicentinarju.

=» Fis-16 ta’ Frar il-Kunsill Lokali sejjah lir-
residenti ghal laggha fis-sala tal-Kunvent
taghna.

=» Fis-27 ta’ Frar gejna moghtijin fondi sabiex
naghmlu progettiehor tahtil-kappa tal-VOPS
(Voluntary Organisations Project Scheme).

=» 2 ta’ Marzu i¢¢elebrajna gheluq zmien Patri
Zaren Saliba u fI-10 ta’ Marzu i¢celebrajna
gheluq snin Patri Noah Schiavone. F'granet
tant importanti bhal dawn ahna ni¢¢elebraw
quddiesa Komunitarja flimkien u wara

nkomplu nagsmu dan il-mument ta’ ferh bl-
ikel ta’ flimkien.

Xoghlijiet li ippjanati jsiru:
Fil-gimghat li gejjin il-Komunita taghna ser
tkompli I-hidma taghha fl-ewwel sular, fejn:

=» -Oratorju li sa ftit snin ilu l-komunita
taghna kienet tingabar ghal waqtiet tat-talb
flimkien, issa ser ikun miftuh ghall-pubbliku,
hawnhekk ser jitgaxxar is-sagaf u jithalla fuq
il-gebla u jsir it-tibjid tal-hitan. Fih ser jigu
esposti l-abiti sagri u pittura ohra ta’ valur.

=» il-kappella l-antika li ghal xi Zmien kienet
tintuza bhala l-arkivju tal-Muzika, issa fiha ser
ikun hemm oggetti ohra prezzjuzi li jaghmlu
parti mir-rikkezza tal-Komunita taghna. Ser
jitnehha hajt divizorju li nbena maz-Zmien u
li ged jghatti affresk tant sabih u ta’ valur.

=» [I-mahzen li ser jigi trasformat f'muzew,
hawnhekk ukoll ser jitqaxxar is-saqaf u tigi
restawrata l-ghamara, halli b’hekk inkunu
nistghu nesponu oggetti ohra ta’ valur.

Appell

Dan l-ahhar ghamilna appell ta’ ghajnuna lin-
nies lijiffrekwentaw il-Knisja taghna. Sa issa kien
hemm min tana xi donazzjonijiet zZghar, ghax
certament din il-hidma tinvolvi spejjez kbar.
Ghalhekk, irressaq l-istess appell lil kull min ged
jagra dawn l-ahbarijiet taghna, sabiex min jista’
joffrixitip ta’ ghajnuna fizika kif ukoll finanzjarja,
jista’ jaghmel dan billi jikkuntattja lill-Pirjol tal-
post fuq in-numri tat-telefon 21245934 jew fuq
l-email: fralexcauchiosa@gmail.com.

Stedina

Is-Sibt 24 ta’ Gunju, il-komunitd taghna ser
taghmel open day, fil-Kunvent. Kulhadd huwa
mistieden li jattendi.




MILL-KUNVENT SANTU WISTIN - GHAWDEX

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Jannar
Grupp ta’ abbatini mill-Parro¢ca ta’ Marija
Bambina tax-Xaghra, Ghawdex, ghaddew

nofstanhar fil-komunita taghna. Il-Pirjol ghamel
ftit talb maghhom fil-knisja u wara dawwarhom
il-kunvent u nizzilhom jaraw ix-xelter.

Kull l-ewwel Gimgha tax-xahar fit-8.00pm
ikun hawn il-quddiesa ghall-professjonisti u
gradwati.

Tkomplew il-lagghat bi preparazzjoni ghall-
progett ta’ refurbishment tal-kunvent (fejn
kien in-novizzjat). Din il-laqgha specjali saret
mal-Provin¢jal u mas-Sur Amadeo Galea, id-
designer li hu responsabbli ghall-progett.

Sar 1-Ecumenical Service mtella’ mil-Legion of
Mary. Mons. Joseph Attard, Rev. Clem Upton
SSC locum of the Anglican Chaplaincy of Malta
and Gozo u l-Pirjol Patri Adeodat Schembri OSA
mexxew din ic-celebrazzjoni. Il-kor kien taht
id-direzzjoni ta’ Mro Dr John Galea.

Bdew jitgassmu l-inviti  u flyers ghac-
celebrazzjoni ta’ thejjija tal-Beatifikazzjoni ta’
Fra Grazzja Gauchi, Agostinjan. Gew imgassma
10,670 flyer fil-parrocci kollha ta’ Ghawdex.

Fuq stedina tal-komunita religjuza tal-
MSSP, Zebbug, Ghawdex, il-komunitahadetsehem
Kien hemm mument ta’ flimkien, celebrazzjoni
tal-Ewkaristijaul-iklata’ nofsinhar. L-Isqof Mario
Grech kien prezenti ghall-ikel. Dan sar biex jigi
mfakkar il-patrun tal-komunita tal-membri tas-
Socjeta ta’ San Pawl.

Frar

Studenti tas-Sixth Form bdew jaghmlu
xoghol fil-biblijoteka taghna taht it-
tmexxija ta’ Patri Peter Paul.

Fit-8 ta’ Frar, saret ic-celebrazzjoni ta’
thejjija tal-Beatifikazzjoni ta’ Fra ..
Grazzja Gauchi, Agostinjan. Kienu =
prezenti 1-E¢¢. T. Mons Mario Grech, 'jj'*

Isqof ta’ Ghawdex, zewg imbhallfin, /- i

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

minn Malta, sacerdoti djo¢esani u hafna nies
midhla taghna. Kienu prezenti wkoll is-Sur
Eman Bonnici li gabar fi ktieb il-bijografija
ta’ Fra Grazzja u l-pittur tal-kwadru 1-kbir is-
Sur Emanuel Farrugia. Wara ¢-cerimonja kien
hemm reception fil-kunvent.

Fil-25 ta’ Frar, kellna sorpriza kbira meta, dik
it-tfajla Lisa Ehrlich, li kienet waqghet mit-
tieqa tan-novizzjat flI-10 ta’ Gunju 2016, giet
hawn fil-kunvent biex tiltaga’ maghna u mill-
gdid tirringrazzjana ta’ dak kollu li I-komunita
ta’ dak iz-zmien ghamlet maghha meta kellha
dak l-incident.

Marzu

Fit-12 ta’ Marzu, I1-Pirjol Patri Adeodat ghalaq
50 sena mill-ordinazzjoni sacerdotali tieghu.
Hu gie ordnat sacerdot fil-knisja taghna,
Ghawdex, fit-12 ta’ Marzu 1967 mill-Ecc.T.
Mons Guzeppi Pace. Giet i¢c¢elebrata quddiesa
Agostinjani, sacerdoti djocesani, fosthom huh
Dun Anton Schembri. Prezenti wkoll kien
hemm l-ahwa u familjari u xi hbieb ohra.

Mons Carmelo Refalo wara l-qari tal-Evangelju
ghadda messagg tal-okkazjoni lill-komunita
prezenti. Ghal danil-mumentta’ ringrazzjament
lil Alla, kien maghna wkoll l-Isqof t'‘Ghawdex,
Mons Mario Grech.

P. ADEODAT SCHEMBRI
AGOSTINJAN




PARROCCA SANTU WISTIN - VALLETTA

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Nhar 1-1 ta’ Frar 2018 il-parro¢¢a taghna ser
taghlaq hamsin sena. Dan huwa anniversarju
importanti ghall-familja parrokkjali taghna u
ghalhekk nixtiequ li din is-sena nfakkru dan
l-anniversarju b’'mod specjali.

Ovvjament il-Parro¢¢a mhix il-Knisja izda tmur
hafna oltre. Hemm hidma kbira minkejjali ahna
parrocca zghira ikkumparata ma’ parrocci ohra.
[llum il-parroc¢c¢a tghodd 1800 ruh f'650 familja
jew ahjar ‘household’. Fil-parro¢ca taghna
jghixu diversi familji imma ssib ukoll ir-realta
tan-numru kbir ta’ anzjani bhalma ssib fiz-zewg
parrocci l-ohra tal-Belt Valletta. Tezisti wkoll
realta ta’ barranin li bdew jixtru appartamenti
lussuzi n-naha ta’ Hastings wara li sar restawr
f'uhud mill-binjiet li hemm. Hemm realta wkoll
ta’ zghazagh li sfortunatament ma rnexxilhomx
iz-zwieg u regghu lura ghand il-genituri
filwaqt li hemm ukoll ir-realta ta’ neputijiet li
jigu jghixu man-nanniet, probabilment biex
jippruvaw jakkwistaw id-dar tan-nanna meta
tigi nieqsa. Dawn kollha trid taghraf kif iddur
mas-sitwazzjoni taghhom.

Fil-parroc¢a taghna ghall-grazzja ta’ Alla
ghandna attivita sabiha. Dejjem ghaddejjin
b’xi attivita. Qed isiru diversi attivitajiet fejn

HULQAA .

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

in-nies tal-parrocc¢a qed naghtuhom ic¢-cans li
jiltaqghu u jissoc¢jalizzaw bejniethom. Ghandna
mumenti fejn qed illagqghu l-adolexxenti
taghna ma’ diversi realtajiet tal-hajja permezz
tal-pulizija, tal-Appogg u tal-grupp tat-Tielet
Dinja. Qed irrawmu wkoll fi¢-ckejknin taghna
I-bZzonn 1i ni¢¢elebraw is-sabih u t-tajjeb ta’
xulxin. Fid-duttrina llum ghandna 6 klassijiet
li fihom jilgghu xi mitt tifel u tifla. Dawn it-
tfal mhumiex kollha mill-Belt. Hemm numru
minnhom li jfittxu d-Duttrina taghna peress li
n-nanniet jiehdu hsieb it-tfal jew inkella sabiex
iserrhu rashom li fil-Grizma jkunu jistghu
jiccelebrawha fil-Konkattidral ta’ San Gwann
ma’ Monsinjur Arcisqof.

Fil-parrocca ghandna wkoll numru ta’ kazijiet
so¢jali ghalkemm nirringrazzjaw °’l1 Alla

n-numru taghhom naqas drastikament meta
mgqabbel ma’ ftit snin ilu. Ghandna diversi nies
bi problemi so¢jali minn barra 1-Belt li jigu fil-
kunvent taghna jitolbu ghajnuna. Barra minn
hekkhemm ukollnumruta’nieslimajaccettawx
ghajnuna minkejja li ghandhom bzonnha u
allura trid tara kif tista’ tasal tghinhom ukoll.

[I-parro¢éa taghna maghrufa hafna ghad-
devozzjoni lejn Santa Rita u allura jigu numri
kbar ta’ nies jitolbu kif ukoll igerru jew jitolbu
pariri. Uhud jigu biss biex jifthu qalbhom.
[I-parro¢ca taghna hija mzejna b'numru ta’
celebrazzjonijiet li permezz taghhom tilhaq
ukoll lid-devoti spe¢jalment dawk li jigu minn
barra I-Belt u anke nies miz-zewg parrocci
l-ohra tal-Belt.

Barra dawn ghandek gruppi bhalma huma
l-letturi, I-abbatini, I-animaturi, gruppi ta’ talb,
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kumitat tal-festi, KPP, ministri tat-tqarbin ec¢
ecc. Fil-Belt hemm zewg skejjel 1i ghalkemm
mhumiex fil-konfini parrokkjali taghna, xorta
wahda rridu nahdmu maghhom u nghinuhom.
Peress li fix-xatt ta’ Marsamxett tieqaf id-
dghajsa li ggib numru sabih ta’ turisti lejn il-
Belt, hafna minnhom jghaddu minn hdejna u
jzuru l-knisja taghna. Dan jipprometti tajjeb
ghall-muzew li ged isir fil-kunvent sabiex
inkunu nistghu nilhqu wkoll lil nies ta’ fidi u
kulturi differenti.

Insomma, I-hidma ma taqta’ gqatt u dan izomm
il-parro¢ca bhala komunita hajja minkejja
l-limitazzjonijiet kollhalijista’ jkun fiha. Ta’ dan
nirringrazzjaw 'l Alla f’”dawn il-hamsin sena ta’
ghotja u esperjenzi sbieh. Ghalhekk fl-1 ta’ Frar
din is-sena kellna konc¢elebrazzjoni li fiha saret
il-mixeghla tal-ffamma anniversarja li nhadmet
ghand l-Imdina Glass f’forma ta’ qalb tagbad
imserrha fuq ktieb bhalma hi l-arma tal-Ordni
taghna. Din il-flamma tkompli takkumpanjana
tul din is-sena specjali biex tfakkarna li fuq
kollox hemm dawl wiehed, l-istess dawl li
haddan Wistin, id-dawl ta’ Kristu.

0 Alla xX’inti kbir

Inti setghani bil-bosta

Inti li tferrahni, taghdirni, tmexxini,
Kun int li tghinni niddixxerni,

Kun int is-sliem tieghi

O Alla x’inti kbir

Inti setghani bil-bosta

Int smajtni, ghadirtni, beriktni,
Kun int li tbeghedni mill-vizzji
Kun int is-serhan tieghi

ba
int il-Hajja tieghi

CLIFFORD GALEA




IL-VENERABLI MARIA TEREZA SPINELLI - AGOSTINJANA

PELLEGRINAGG FFRUMA U FROSINONE

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Ma nistax nesprimi l-ferh taghna bizzejjed
meta wara tant zmien ta’ stennija rc¢evejna
l-ahbar sabiha li 1-Madre Fundatric¢i taghna,
Madre Maria Tereza Spinelli, ghamlet l-ewwel
pass ghal fuq l-artali. Kien proprju -4 t'Ottubru
meta |-Papa Frangisku, iffirma d-digriet li din
il-mara hekk kbira lahget l-oghla virtujiet u
b’hekk jixirgilha t-titlu ta’ Venerabbli!!

Kien ghalhekk li wara din l-ahbar hekk sabiha,
is-superjuri magguri taghna hasbu li ghandna
niccelebraw dan il-mument hekk imprezzabbli
fl-istorja  tal-Kongregazzjoni taghna. Dan
ghamluh billi grupp sabih ta’ sorijiet minn
Malta, tlajna biex naghmlu pellegrinagg fil-
postijiet fejn ghexet il-Fundatrici taghna.
Ghalhekk nhar is-Sibt 14 ta’ Jannar, 2017,
bakkarna biex immorru l-ajruport ha nibdew
l-avventura taghna. Mal-wasla taghna f’'Ruma,
diga kienet tinhass vibra ta’ ferh u entuzjazmu
hekk kif sorijiet minn pajjizi differenti, iltqajna
f’Casa Generalizia u sellimna lil xulxin!

L-ghada, il-Hadd kien l-iktar jum specjali meta
kmieni filghodu, tlagna lejn Frosinone - il-
belt fejn bdiet il-holma taghha Tereza Spinelli!
II-post fejn tat hajjitha ghall-edukazzjoni u
l-formazzjoni spiritwali ta’ tant tfal u fejn
waqqfet il-Kongregazzjoni taghna tas-Sorijiet
Agostinjani, Qaddejja ta’ Gesu u Marija.

Minn kif inZilna mill-kow¢, mill-ewwel hassejna li

Frosinone kien f’jum ta’ ¢elebrazzjoni! Kien jum
ta’ festa kbira mhux biss ghalina s-sorijiet imma

Mml
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anke ghan-nies ta’ Frosinone u lajci ohra li qed
jghixu l-ispiritwalita Agostinjana Spinelljana, li
nghaqdu maghna f’dan il-jum specjali!

Kellna merhba kbira u fraterna mis-sorjiet
ta’ Casa Madre... l-ewwel dar li ghexet fiha
I-Fundatric¢i taghna. Qabel il-quddies kellna
mument sabih, anke jekk fuq livell individwali
jew fi gruppi zghar, nitolbu fil-kappella fejn
hemm l-urna tal-istess Fundatrici.

Hekk Kkif qrobna vic¢in il-kattidral, ilkoll
staghgibna bl-entuzjazmu ta’ dawn in-
nies, bl-organizzazzjoni li kien hemm u bil-
partecipazzjoni! Il-kattidral tista’ tghid kien
mifqugh bis-sorijiet, tfal, genituri u n-nies
tal-post biex ma nsemmux ukoll in-numru ta’
koncelebranti li kien hemm flimkien mal-Isqof
Ambrogio.

Kien mument kommoventi hafna mill-bidu
sal-ahhar. Hekk kif bdiet il-koncelebrazzjoni,
ma stajniex ma nesperjenzawx l-ispirtu ta’
Tereza Spinelli, li zgur dak il-hin, kienet ged
titbissmilna mhux biss mill-inkwatru imma
aktar u iktar mis-sema!

Kien anke mument ta’ gratitudni kbira ghax
gharafna mill-gdid kemm il-hidma taghha halliet
il-frott u kemm baqghet hajja f'din il-belt fejn
welldet tant opportunitajiet ghat-tfal u I-familji
li kienu negsin minn tant bzonnijiet fil-hajja.

Kien anke mument li tana spinta biex
niccelebraw b’'mod attiv hekk kif hrigna mill-
Kattidral, grupp minna beda jkanta u jizfen
mat-toroq ta’ Frosinone!

Ma neskludix li kien mument ukoll gawwi ta’
fraternita mill-isbah fejn anke wara, sorijiet,
gassisin u laj¢ci ngbarna ghand il-Patrijiet
Agostinjani Skalzi biex nieklu flimkien. Hawn,
mill-gdid, ma naqasx il-briju u I-ferh flimkien
ma’ xi cajta li nhobbu nirrakkontaw meta
niltaqghu flimkien!




[I-granet ta’ wara kienu relatati ma’ grajjiet
ta’ hajjet il-Madre Fundatrici u ghalhekk,
f’Ruma, Zorna knejjes fejn tghammdet, irceviet
l-ewwel tqarbina, l-iskola fejn hadet l-ewwel
edukazzjoni taghha kif ukoll ghaddejna minn
toroq u pjazez li ghaddiet minnhom u li kienu
favoriti ghaliha bhal Piazza Navona.

[I-pellegrinagg taghna ntemm 1-Erbgha bl-
udjenza tal-Papa. Il-Hamis filghodu bdejna
trigtna lejn Malta b’ferh kbir go qalbna... Zgur
li dawn il-granet flimkien mar-realta sabiha
tal-Venerabilita ta’ Tereza Spinelli, tibga’
immarkata fil-qlub taghna filwaqt li nkomplu
nxerrdu l-fama taghha biex issir QADDISA!
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Il-Festa ta’ Santa Rita fil-Knejjes u Kappelli li ahna 1-Patrijiet Agostinjani ser inkunu qeghdin

ni¢celebraw: _
Y b
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Knisja San Mark — Rabat

Gurnata : 20 ta’ Mejju
Hin: 6.00pm il-Quddiesa

™
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W,

Knisja Madonna tal-Parir it-Tajjeb — Paceville R |
Gurnata: 20 ta’ Mejju « Hin: 6.30 Quddiesa ™
Knisja San Nikola ta’ Tolentino — Hal Tarxien
Gurnata: 20 ta’ Mejju « Hin: 6.30 pm il-Quddiesa

Parroc¢éa Santu Wistin — Valletta
Gurnata: 22 ta’ Mejju
Hin: 5.30pm Pellegrinagg bl-istatwa u wara 1-Quddiesa

Knisja Santu Wistin — Ghawdex
Gurnata : 22 ta’ Mejju
Hin: 5.30pm il-Quddiesa u wara l-purcissjoni

Kappella Santa Rita — San Giljan
Gurnata : 27 ta’ Mejju » Hin: 7.00pm il-Quddiesa

Kappella Sant’ Anton Abbati — Palazz Verdala —
Buskett

Gurnata : 28 ta’ Mejju * Hin: 6.30pm Pur¢issjoni u wara
1-Quddiesa




MID-DJARJU TAL-PROVINCIA

IL-50 SENA MIS-SACERDOZJU TA’
PATRI ADEODAT SCHEMBRI - AGOSTINJAN
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MID-DJARJU TAL-PROVINCIA
DIJALOGI AGOSTINJANI FIT-TOROQ TAL-HAIJA
KARDINAL GIAN FRANCO RAVASI




MID-DJARJU TAL-PROVINCIA

FIL-JUM TAL-VELJA TA’ FRA GRAZZJA GAUCI - AGOSTINJAN
IL-BNIEDEM TAJJEB U TWAILJEB MA’ KULHADD - QADDEI FIDIL
TAL-EVANGELU




MID-DJARJU TAL-PROVINCIA
SEMINAR FUQ IR-REGULA TA" SANTU WISTIN
MINN PATRI SALVINU CARUANA - AGOSTINJAN




MID-DJARJU TAL-PROVINCIA
BIDU TAC-CELEBRAZZJONIJIET TAL-50 ANNIVERSARIU
MIT-TWAQOQIF TAL-PARROCCA SANTU WISTIN - VALLETTA
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MID-DJARJU TAL-PROVINCIA
MUMENT TA’ TALB GHALL-GHAQDA TAL-INSARA
PARROCCA SANTU WISTIN - VALLETTA

F’gheluq il-200-Anniversarju mit-twaqgqif ufficjali tal-Provincja Agostinjana Maltija
u l-50 sena mit-Twaqgqif tal-Parroc¢ca, nixtiequ nistednukom ghal

Kuncert ta’ Muzika Sagra Agostinjana

fosthom tal-artisti P. Domenico D’Anastasi OSA e P. Giuseppe Spiteri Fremaud OSA
P. Alberto Borg OSA
It-Tnejn 24 ta’ April 2017
Jum il-Konverzjoni ta’ Santu Wistin
Jiehu sehem il-Chorus Urbanus taht it-tmexxija ta’ Dr Mro John Galea
Taht il-patrocinju tal-Kardinal L-Em. Mons Prospero Grech OSA
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“Jien dan nafli n-natura ta’ Alla qatt u mkien
u b’xejn ma tista’ tigi nieqsa; jistghu jigu
niegsa biss il-hlejjaq li saru mix-xejn. Dawn
aktar ma jghixu sewwa u jaghmlu I-gid,
aktar isibu xi jganqalhom ghall-gid li jkunu
geghdin jaghmlu. Imma jekk ma jghixux
sewwa u ghalhekk jaghmlu 1-hazen, ikunu
jaghzqu fl-ilma u jsibu xi jgharrqilhom
kollox”

Santu Wistin
II-Belt ta’ Alla 12,8.

BEINIETNA

Segreterija Proving¢jali, Kunvent San Mark,
Triq Santu Wistin, Rabat RBT 1117, Malta

www.agostinjani.org



